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CHAP. IX. 



" I 

A was bom:ln,- England — my family 

name is Douglas. My father is descended 
from the younger branch of a noble family 
of that.name, who have still remained at- 
tached to the catholic religion, and care- 
fuUy retained all their prejudices, their 
pride, and the dignity of their ancestors. 
The pätemal fortune of my grandfather 
was small^ and as bemg a catholic he was 
VOL. II. B precluded 
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precluded from the usual resources o( 
younger brothers, the church, the navy, 
or army; he vegetated in retirement^ and 
contracted a severe misanthropy of dis- 
Position, which tinctured every action of 
his life with a sombre shade that equally 
repelled love and confidence, 

^^ My grandmother could not boast of 
a long train of titied ancestor^, but her 
family was respectable ; — ^her father, a pri- 
vate gentleman, who not having the dig- 
nity of rank to support, from a moderate 
estate had been enabled to encrease it, 
and to. leave her, his only child, near 
twenty thousand poimds. This gentleman 
being also a catholic, and residing in the 
neighbourhood of Lörd Douglas, extremely 
respected and beloved, an interchangeof for- 
mal Visits and occasional civilities had passed.. 
between the families ; and as much as a man 
of my grandfi^ther^'s disposition could love, 
he was said to be attached to Miss Webbe. 

^^The^ 
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" The death of her father, when she was 
iittie more than seventeen, placed her in 
the guardianship of a mutual friend to both 
families; and her fortune being a veiy 
great convenience to a younger brother, 
my Lord Douglas, after some struggle with 
family pride, gave his consent, and the 
young folks were united, with a mpderate 
share of love on both sides, but with dis- 
positions entirely opposite, 

*^ My grandmother was lively, good- 
tempered, and näturally humane and be- 
nevolent. The man she had given her 
hähd to was proud, unsocial, and severe. 
The completion of the only wish he had 
formed, had an influence upou his dispo- 
sition for a few months ; but he gradually 
feil back into his old habits, and resumed 
all the unpleasant traits in his character, 
which had ^^ grown with his gröwth," and 
were too firmly rooted for any circumstances 
or endeavoiirs of his wife to eradicate. 

B 2 '' The 
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^^ The disappointment of her hopes, and * 

thc retired life she was conq)elled to appear 

contented with, h'ad its natural efFect upon 

a fively and very young woman. 

• 

'^ Her good huniour was happily consti- 
tutional; and though her spirits were de- 
pressed, the activity of her mind subdued, 
and her very virtues thrown into the back 
ground, from whence they were not per- 
mitted to shew themselves, she still re- 
tained a sweetness of temper, that mäde 
h^r the object of universal negard with those 
who kn6w her — and almost one of adoration 
to hör children. 

" But she grew habitually mclancholy. 
A constant witness of her husband's se- 
verity, and cold regards towards his chil- 
dren, her mind weakened, — ^her afiec- 
tions all centered in those dear objects of 
maternal solicitude, — ^her tendemess and 
indulgence feil into the contrary extreme, 

and 
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and proved the source of bitter regret to 
herseif, and öf mach misery to those more 
dear to her than life. 

" Excuse me, dear madam/' said Fide- 
lia, " for being so prolix — it was necessary 
to display the disposition of my grand pa- ' 
sents, to account for the unhappy conse- 
quences of au ill-judged indulgence, in its 
effects upon the mind of my father, who 
was the youngest of three sons, the fruits 
of this ill starred union I have been speak- 
ing of ., 

" My grandfather undiertook to be the 
preceptor of the two youngest, on whom 
he grudged the most trifling expence; 
whikt the eldest, who was destined to keep 
up the family consequence, and inherit al- 
most the whole of his fortune, was sent to 
a private seminary, where only a very few 
of the first catholic families in the king- 
dom, could educate their children, from 

B 3 the 
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the immense expence attending it, — and 
to do this, he abridged himself, his wife, 
and younger childrQn^ of alftiost common 
necessaries. 

*^ These deprivations still more soured 
his temper, and my poor grandmother's 
only source of comfort arose from private 
indulgencies to her dear boys. 

*^ Before the eldest of the two was thir- 
teen, they took the small pox ; it proved fa* 
tal to James the eider one, butthe young 
Edward, who is my father, recovered. 

^^ This event which agonized the heart 
of a mother, appeared to give very little 
emotion to the inflexible severity of a fa- 
ther's feeKngs ; — ^but it caused the whole 
stock of tendemess which had been divided 
between two objects in my grandmöther's 
bosom, to centre in one/ and that one had 
his mind so enervated by her softness and 

indulgence, 
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mdulgence^ as to have a fatal effect upon 
the whole teaior of his conduct throngh life, 
and I fear will always embitter his existence 
to the last hour of its termination. 

" When my grandfather died, which 
event was sudden^ by an apoplectic fit, my 
uncle was abroad on his travels, and nearly 
two and twenty. He was immediately re- 
called^ and soon obeyed the summons. To 
his mother, or brother just then nineteen, 
he diewed very little attention ; he took pos- 
Session c^ the estate^ and all its accumula^ 
tions.— Two hundred and fifty pounds was 
the widow's jointure, and fifteen hundrqd 
the brother's portion ; which was imniedi- 
ately paid, with a civil intimation that he 
was at liberty to leave the house as soon as 
hepleased, 

" He did not speak quite so piain to his 
mother, but he gave her no invitation to re- 
main; and within three months after the 

B 4 death 
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death of my grandfather, they left the 

« 

mansion of maternal inheritance, and settled 
in a smaU viUage near London. 

\ 

^^ My father, doatingly- fond of his mo- 
ther, for near a twelvemoth that she lived 
in it, never quitted the precincts pf the vil- 
lage; whüe she was etemally anxious to 
form some plan for the advantage of her 
son. 

*^ He^had relatives of high rank in both 
kingdoms ; to them she applied for advice 
and assistance. . Alas ! she knew but little 
qf the great world, and how seldom great 
er affluent persons choose to acknowledge 
or bring forth an obscure relative, from 
whgm they can derive neither pleäsure nor 
consequence by the introduction, 

^^ The answers she recerved were cold, 
and distantly polite. Assistance not one 
::oulä ^ord, the little interest they had, 

was 
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was älready engaged ; and advice was gene-^ 
rally unthankful and uhprofitable. — If the 
young gentleman had talents, no doubt 
his brother's fortune and influence would 
more essentially serve him, than persons 
wholly imacquainted with his character or. 

abilities^. 

•» 

" These repulses were so Iittle expected^. 
and pressing uponli tender anxious heart^ 
long sufFering under oppression, and only^ 
supported by the jflattering hope of seeing 
a darling son prove an omament to society^ 
and the pride of her latter days, that the 
consequence was a deep. dgection which 
preyed on her Constitution, and threatened 
the most fatal elFects, . 

^^ My father was agonized, the faculty 
advised her to remove to Londoa, where 
she would have the first advice ; and the 
busy scenes might possibly, by their no- 
vdtyji attract and engage her regards, from 

B 5 dwelling 
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. dwelling always on her disappointments and 
apprehensions, 

*^ She acquiesced, after first making one 
fruitless application to her eldest son ; whose 
answer was, that Edward possessed a very 
decent patrimony for a younger son, and 
that such a tender mother had doubtless 
taken care to provide against future con- 
tingencies — ^reverting to her death, and con- 
sequent loss of her jointure. 

^^ This unfeeling letter determined her ; 
and to preserve a life of such consequence 
to her Edward, she would have gone to any 
place orkingdom. 

^^ In a short time after their arrival in 
London, her health appeared to get better 
from the efForts she made to struggle against 
the malady of her mind. ^ She soon became 
aequainted with two or three genteel fami- 
lies, and my father also, had geveral com-- 

panions ' 
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panions who were delighted to rub ofF the 
msticity of his appearance, and explode bis 
antediluvian notions of filial duty, and pro- 

priety 'of 'conductj . 

< 

^^ His mind^ enervated by the iiidulgence 
of a too tender mother, his heart unadulte- 
rated by a commerce with mankind^ and 
his education confined^ and even neglected 
by an aüstere father — the world now 
opened before him by the information of 
his companions, and the new and enchant- 
ing scenes of pleasure, so intoxicating to 
youth, that daily swam before his eyes,— 
had very soon^ all the -pemicioiis efFects 
his insidious informants desired. . 

^^ It becomes not me tö repeat the un- 
häppy irregularities of a father, but he very 
early feil into one dreadful error that stampt 
the complexion of his future days with eter- 
nal misery and regret. 
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*^ He was introduced by a friend, (what 
a perversion of the name!) to a very lovely 
young woman, an orphan relative, who had 
a thousand captivating graces, besides a 
beautiful face ; she was not more than six- 
teen, and said to be under the care of an 
aunt. 

gone in love ; and the object ^ of his admi- 
ratipn seemed pleased with his ^ ättentions. 
He visited the lady daily^ they were much 
alone together, the annt but seldom intro- 
duced. Mutual love was confessed, and 
my father resolved to announce to his 
mother, hia intention to marry tlie beau^ 

tifül Anna, 

\ 

" His friend had told him she was with- 

■ 

out fortune, he never considered the smalK 
ness of his own ; love ^ alone was sufficient 
for hfs happiness, aad with Anna it was 

impossible 
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impossible to feel any discomforts from a 
narrow income. . v 

^^ During this ternjTer mtercourse his 
mother was forgotten^ or only rem^mbered 
when' he retumed at night, after passing 
his days with the object of his adopatiom 
She began to feel his necrlect very sensibljut 
— she gently remonstrated, and enquired 
into his acqi^aintance and pursuits; but 
he had already been ridiculed on the foUy 
of being held in leading-strin^s by his 
mamma, and warned against making her 
the confidanteof hisaotions. — ^Thus shielded 
from her tenderness by the pernicious adi. 
vice of those artful' men who had gained 
an unlimited power over his mind,' for the 
first time in his life, he stndied tp deceive 
and impose upon her such an account, as 
though it did not satisfy her^ yet from her 
confidence in his integrity, she did not 
feel herseif justified in disbelieving. She 
contented herseif therefpre with a few 

gentle 



14. THE PEASANT OF 

gentle cautions not to be led into improper 
Company and expences. — But the good lady 
herseif knew but little of the world,— of 
the dangers to which a weak unsophisti- 
cated heart was exposed, — ^and implicitly 
relied on her son's principles, and his con»- - 
stant afFectiorv for her. , 

^' Not to dwell on this subject, I will 
hasten to more important matters. My 
father and the young lady being too much . 
alone, very much in love, and sometimes 
forgetful of every thing but their^mutual 
tendemess^ unhappily one evening they . 
forgot themsel ves, the respect due to her . 
innocence, and those principles which 
ought to direct a rrian of honour in his 
conduct towards the object of his affection. 

'^ Bitter repentance and sdf-repröach 
foUöwed the transactions of this night. 
The young lady confessed that she had 
been betrayed by her feelings to counteract 

the 
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the plan in which she had been instructed, 

to draw him into a marriage, having been 

bfought to town purposely by her aunt to 

be disposed of to the best bidder; and she 

had only been twice in public, before the 

fnend of her aunt, and the assumed one 

of my father, had pointed out him as a 

weak young man, of tolerable fortune, 

good family, and great expectancies — ^in 

short, just such a man as njight be easily. 

drawn in to marry a beautifiil girl, without 

any fastidious enquiries into fortune orr 

connexions. 

^^ This confession did not in the least 
abate my father's afFection; but he no 
longer dared to hope for the consent of 
his mother, to an union with a young wo- 
man, whose family were more disgracefül 
by their conduct, than beneath him by 
obscurity of birth or want of fortune.— 
Whilst both were lamenting their impru- 
denoe^ and undecided how to act upon the 

occasion^ 



l6r THE'PEASANT OP. 

occasion^ the aünt suiprised lliem; and 
was iiol lonr: baibre she was let into the 
aecret, v nizh tiK:\ h;f.l not art enough to 
aoiv ::L , 

^^ Her pa>sion exceeded all bounds, and 
she trea^ed the unhappy girl so cruelly,. 
that iriy father, in an agony, swore he 
would make her his wife ; and obliged her, 
by his solemn vows to be observant of this. 
promise, and his assurance of providing for 
her niece in future, . to give over insulting. 
the afflicted Anna, and attend to reason. 

^^ The worthless woman was too cun- 
ning to depend on the oaths of a lover in 
a moment like that---she sent: instantly for 
a bond, compelled him to draw it up, 
pledging himself to marry Anna Wheatly 
on the death of his mother, on the for-^ 
^iture of two thousand pounds. This was 
signed and witnessed before my Yather left 
the house, and without the smallest re^ 

luctance 
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luctance on hispart; for hfe really feit an 
inclination^ and duty enjoined him to make 
the poor girl all the reparation in his power-, 

^^. Had they demanded instant marriage 
he would not have hesitated, but the aunt 
was too cunning to insist upon it then ; 
she had her own gratification in view — 
whilst Anna lived with her^ he must and 
should Support them. She knew it must 
now be repugnant to his heart to introduce 
a wife to his mother that must in every 
point of view be disgraceful to her son ; 
and from her enquiries it appeared, that 
mother was fast declining, and could not 
in all probability live many months^ during 
which time she would reap all the advan- 
tages «he could from the rod she held over 
him. Such were the views this unworthy 
woman afterwards confessed. Mean time 
ray father went home poignantly. afflicted, 
though not repentant of his bond, which 

he 
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he viewed as an act of justice from a man 
of honour, 

'^ It was a late hoür^ yet he found his mo- 
ther up, waiting for him. She asked him 
no questions, but expressed considerable 
anxiety for his health, which she feared a 
too warm pursuit after pleasure, and such: 
irregulär hours would greatJy impair. He 
was afFected by her tendemess and for- 
bearance^ and promised he would be more 
at home, 

m 

*^ He visited Anna every day, passed 
n^ost of his time with her, and gave the 
worthless aunt all the money he could pos- 
sibjy obtain» He was informed, that the 
kind introductor to his acquaintance with 
them was gone to France ; he did not re-* 
gret his absence. Every day he grew 
ipore and more devoted to Anna;, and 
ofteh deliberated whether he^ should not 
adigit his mother*s approbation to marry 

her^ — 
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her — the aunt dissuaded him^ and his own 
apprehensions of giving her pain by such 
an imprudent attachment, kept him silent 
for many weeks. 

^^ One day his mother informed him, that 
an old friend of her father's had called 
upon her, a very respectable banker, *to 
whom stie had candidly opened her painful 
Situation, and constant anxiety for the wel« 
fare of her son. " This good gaitleman," 
continued she, " pointed out two ways 
of providing for you—either by purchasing 
a place with the money your father left 
you, or going into the army. To the 
latter I gave a decisive negative, your 
Constitution is not equal to the e3^rtions 
of a soldier's life. He thai ofFered to 
take you into his own house, on terms 
most liberal and advantageous. Now, my 
son, what are your thoughts on these dif-. 
ferent propositipns ?-^Speak freely, could 

I 
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J but See you settled, the remhant of my 
^ife would be wound up in peace.'* 

^^ My.father desired two days for deli- 
beration, in fact, he wished to consult 
Anna — ^and on the following day repeated 
to her this conversation ; and then first, to 
the equal surprise of the aunt and niece, 
they were informed, fifteen hundred pounds 
was all he was entitied to expect, after the 
death of his mothier. Both were discoa- 
certed, but both were toa cunnii^ to let 
their disappointment be visible; and, as if 
informed by one mind, they deci(ledfor 
the banking-housev . *. . 

^^ Having naopinion, no firainess of mindj 
to accept or reject any. plan from deli- 
beration hijnself^ hß was. guided. by their 
wishes; and in a. fevv day sr after waited 
t upon the banker, aecompaiiied by his mo- 
ther, who was equally pleased. with big 
choice^ It had been her wish^ but she 

. wa§ 
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was fearful he had a little of the family 
niania^ which might revolt against any Si- 
tuation connected with business. -She 
knew not that all powerful love had weak- 
. ened the fastidious pride of noble ancestry, , 
and gave him much credit for the supe- 
riority of his understanditig in a triumph 
over prejudice, when in fact she was solely 
indebted for his compliance to the weakne^s 
of his heart. So seldom can we appreciate 
the real motives that govern the actions of 
mankind, from ostensible appearances. 

^^ This tender mother, who appeared to 
drag on life only tili her wishes were ac- 
complished for the wdfare of her son, 
died within three months after he was set?- 
tled in the banking-house^ -and in less tliaa 
five months after his fatal engagement with 
Anna. The connexion he had formed, 
and his ^till extravagant fondness for her, 
lessened his regrets, and in ^ short time 
consoled him for the loss of a beloved pa- 

rent; 
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rent; whose too tender afFection, arisin^ 
from the purest motives, to counteract tJtie 
unjust partiality^ and undeserved severity 
and neglect of a father, had unhappily 
weakened the body, and infused an un- 
conquerable imbecility of mind in the ob- 
ject of her regards, which latterly had been 
a source of constant uneasiness to herself^ 
and stampt the colour of his future life 
with unavailing repentance and etemal 
inquietude* 

^^ At this period the darling Anna was 
far advanced in her pregnancy ; but as the 
banker was his mother's executor, in trust 
ibr a few hundreds she had saved in "her 
husband's life from her pin-money^ and 
also had in the house^ his small patemal 
foiC^une, he could not appear guilty of such 
all ofienfce to decency as to marry her im- 
mediately — nor in her Situation could he 
introduce her as his. wife. All parties 

therefore 
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therefore agreed the marriage diould be 
defered untä she was broughtto bed, 

'^ I pass over that interval o( time^ to 
the period when my unfortunate seif came 
into the world, — a disgrace to my parents, 
and an outcast from society* Oh, what 
unjust, what cruel prejudices !— that an in- 
nocent being should suffer for errors die is 
unconscious of, and without any crime of 
her own, be stigmatized by undeserved op- 
probium — slighted by an. illiberal, ill- 
judging World — and too often cast off 
from that natural affection, on which they 
have double claims, 'to ^compensate for the 
many mortifying and painfiil occurrences 
they are fated to endure 1 



€< 



Forgive me, madam," said Fidelia, 
wiping the tears from her checks, ^^ vic- 
tim as I am to the prejudices of mankind, 
and the criminal, pride of an unjust parent, 
I cannot but sensibly feel for myself, and 

many 
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many other unfortunate children who drink 
from the same poisoned cup, and have to 
lament their wretched e\istence. 

^^ My father feit emotions of tender- 
ness and joy ; and such he would ever havd 
acknowledged had he durst, bat, alas! 'he 
had no character öf his own — ^and in a 
Short time became, from his eäsiness and 
irresolution, the very slave of the woman 
he loved. A nurse was procured for me 
who neither knew my Inother nor her 
connexioris, — I was an orphan child^ to 
whom the good aunt was guardian; the 
widow of an officer who was killed abroad 
was my swpposed mother, and affiiction 
had so weakened her, that slie died in 
child-bed. 



(i 



This Story passed current with an Ig- 
norant woman; and one wonld- suppose 
my real mother had given it equal credit, 
for she never concerned herseif about me, 

nor 
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nor.eten ever saw me tiil I was five yearS 
old. My birth was an indelible disgrace 
she never could pardon^ althö* I was un- 
conscious of the infliction. At the expi- 
ratiön of six months from my grand- 
mother's death/ my cruel unjust mother 
was introduced as the wife of Mr. Douglas, 
to the surprise, and no lesB displeasi^re, of 
the fnendly banker ; who at that very pe- 
liod was looking forward to an union be- 
tween my father and a young lady of 
good family and fortune tö whom h.e was 
giiardian. 

" But the marriage was completed — ^my 
father was independent^ and not account- 
abie to any one, he had therefore no right 
jto expect being consulted, though he feit 
it a compliment due to his friendship and 
connexion wifli the family. A house was 
now taken; and the au^t still contihued 
to reside with her niece^ and in fact, to 
govem the house. To this hour, I never 

VOL. II, C heard 
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heard what the family connexions of my 
mothfer were, or from what county she 
came — on this head my father was inva- 
xiably silent. 

^^ Very soon after his marriage, and be- 
fore it was generally known, a distant re- 
lation of his died; and resenting the in- 
justice of my grandfather and uncle, be- 
queathed to my father five thousand 
pounds, though he had refused to advance 
a Shilling to serve him in his life time. 
This addition to his income, and the ad- 
vantages resultiiig from the banking-house, 
enabled the new married pair to appear 
very genteelly, and the beauty and fasci- 
nating graces of the young bride attracted 
general admiration. Whilst I was kepj 
at nurse, totally neglected, three children 
were bom, and acknowledged with pride 
and pleasure; — they had attendants and 
every indulgence, whilst the unfortunate 
being who had eqnal claims upon their 

tendemess 
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tendemess and humanity, was regarded as 
an allen to their blood^ and a disgrace ' to 
her parents. 

*^ I was about five years old when an 
event happened that threatened to. derange 
all their sehemes, and overwhelm my iin- 
natural mother with indelible shame« 



C 2 CHAR 
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CHAP. X. 






4rr np 

A HE woman whp had the care of 
me, had a sister at Brbmpton, whom she 
sometimes went to see. With great im- 
portunity she had obtained of the aunt, 
whose charity maintained the orphan of 
her friend, a new white frock, and a pretty 
enough bonnet for me; and it seems in 
those days I was generally called a very 
beautiful little girl. My nurse was proud 
of my appeärance, and really fond of me ; 
— ^she took me with her to Brompton one 
Saturday, to stop with her sister tili Monday. 

"On 
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^^ On Sunday we were to walk in Ken- 
sington Gardens^ which is a veiy fash- 
ionable promenade in England, ffom its 
vicinity to the capital, and as attached to 
one of the king's palaces. — " We were tö 
stroU there to see the gentry," It hap- 
pened that in tuming an angle, I was run- 
ning before. my nurse, my feet trippcd in 
the gravel, and I feil directly against the 
legs of a gentleman who had a lady haiiging 
on each arm — ^another small party were 
close to them. The ladies gave a sudden 
scream, the gentleman caught me up, and 
in the same moment my nurse ilew to me ; 
but her eyes were arrested by seeing ** my 
charitable guardian." " Ah! madam," 
cried she, dropping a humble curtsy, "don't 
be angry — ^you are surprised to see us here ; 
but I hope poor little Fiddy is not hurt, 
Fiddy, my dear, (taking one of my hands, 
as the gentleman held the other, and was 
intently gazing on me) make your curtsy, 
and thank your dear good guardian for 

C 3 yoiu- 
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your pretty ■ ■ ^' Before she could finish 
the sentence my mother sunk down in a 
fainting fit. 

^^ This drew ofF the attention of my fa- 
ther and the rest of the party; the poor 
lady was conveyed to a seat at no great 
distance, and my nurse, unconscious of thq 
mischief she had occasioned, foUowed close 
to ofFer her Services, whilst I hung at her 
apron. 

** As we advanpedj ojie of the ladies 
tiimed and looked at me— ^^ What a beau-» 
tifui child ! how extremely like Mrs. Doug- 
las!" this rouzed both my father and my- 
guardian, involuntarily he caught hold of 
my hand,-— " What are you about/' ex-. 
claimed the latter, " attend to your lady^, 
this is not a time to notice a child, whosq 
heedlessness has so terrified her,'* 

^' She 
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'* She puUed me aside, ^^ Here, good 
woman, take her away, go about your bu- 
siness^ we do not want youF assistance,'* 

^^ The woman, awed by the stern look of 
the Speaker more than her words, drew 
me away, but not before she had also noticed 
the strong resemblance between the faint- 
ing lady, and her little Fidelia ; and being 
rather shrewd, and keen in her observa- 
tions,-^the fainting of one lady, and the 
repulsive anger^ and even terror in the 
other, immediately gave birth to suspicions 
in hei- mind, that her young charge was 
not so entirely an orphan as had been re- 
presented.— In short, she plainly told her 
sister, she verily beüeved that the sick ma- 
dam was the mother of little Fiddy.'* 

^^ If so be that's the case/' retumed the 
other, ^^ I'U be swom the gentleman is her 
father, for he looked ready to eat her," 
The conversation continued between tiiem, 

C4 and 
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apd young as I was^ I understood enough 
to convince me that they believed the 
persons they were speaking of were my 
father and mother. 

" This dwelt upon my mind, I asked a 
hundred questions, which were as freely 
and innocently answered.-~I had heard' 
other children talk of parents, but had 
Ijeen constantly told that I had none; 
which I often used to think was very odd, 
Now I eagerly caught the sound of father 
and mother to little Fiddy; and I could 
think of nothing -eise. 

^' My nuröe seemed delighted to have 

xllscovered a secret^ and not les3 ofFended 

that she had not been entrusted with it, 

therefore she very freely uttered her con- 

Jectures as certain facts, 

^^ So imprudent is it to make half confi- 
dants in secrets, that in the chapter of pos- 

sibilities 



akdeKne forest. 33 

sibilities, may be in danger of being dis- 
closed ; and perhaps thrpugh tKe ignorance 
of the pefson «o triisted with a partiäl know- 
ledge, or a misrepresentation of facts. 






Yes, yes,'' cried she, fondling me, 
my li'ttle precious has got parents, I 
am very sure; but poor thing, she is a 
bye-blow, and so they wont own her. — 
What a sin, and .a shame ! she is so very 
pretty, the first Idrd in the land might be 
proudofher!" 

^^ Not a Word was lost, upon me. X 
asked why I was a bye-blow, and not to 
be owned ? She supposed I was not bom 
in wedlock; she had some difficulty to 
make me comprehend, why a child, bom, 
when, and how it would, should not have 
a father and mother. I did not under- 
stand her distinctions about wedlock, 
and I pleased myself with repeating con- 
tinually^ I have a father aiid a mother. 

Co " We 
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^^ We retumed home on Monday 
night^ and on Tuesday the lady guardian 
appeared. I was the first who sawher— • 
I flew to her,' — " Oh, dear, I have a fa- 
ther and a motherf^' She dropt into a 
chäir; nurse was called for, and I was 
«ent out of the room. Their conversa- 
tion lasted some time, I can only guess at 
the purport by the consequences. 

*' When the lady was ^ne, nurse said, 
*^ My poör child, you have no father or 
mother. — ^The lady who was taken ill when 
you feil down, is no relation; though to 
be sure, she's very like you. — But what'& 
worse than all, you are to be taken from 
me and placed at school." She burst inta 
tears, and I protested no one -should take 
me from my dear nurse. 

** Several tender scenes passed between 
US, but in a few days came my guardian 
in 9 Coach ; and in sptte of all my tears 

and 
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and struggles, I was torn from my good 
friend, and neyer saw her more— though 
to this hour, I have a tender remembrance 
ofher kindness* 

^* We went a few miles from town. and 
stöpped at an inn. Here tö my surprize 
and joy I was received by the gentleman I 
iiad Seen in the gardens; " Is it you, is 
it yoa," I exclaimed^ ^^ and wont you be 
my father?" — ^He was equally astonished, 
he clasped ine in his arms, tears feil from 
his eyes. 

'^ Absurd weakness ! '* the lady uttered, 
and he grew more composed ; — ^still he ca- 
ressed me. ^^ She is the very image of m^ 
dear Anna^ ten times more like than 
either " 

^* Nonsense/' cried she again, ^^ your 
imÄgination misieads you ; this pretty whim 

o£^ 
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di your*s is satisfied, and now I hope yoü 
will rctum to town." 

*' Call it not whim^ 'tis natural affec- 
tion, and a duty." 

N 

/^ Well, then, be it what it will, 'tfe 
fit you return, as we have no time to 
lose." , 

\ 

^^ Düring this dialogue which was im- 
printed in my young mind, I had been 
fondly kissing tbe hands that held me ; 
and when he stooped to embrace me, and 
I again saw vhis tears, I exclaimed, " Oh, 
I will go with you, I will be very good, if 
you will let me go with you, and love you 
ao^dearly." 

^^ He jumped up,— ^^ J cannot stand 
it," Said he; — -^^ Surely this is equally un- 
just and cruel." He darted out of the 
room, and the lady looked very mueh 

discomposed. 
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discomppsed. I afterwards leamt that my 
father had insisted upon seeing me with an 
eamestness they cöuld neither evade, nor 
refuse ; but the permission was conditional^ 
that he shoüld by no means suffer riie to 
believe he was any ways related to me, 

^^ When he was gone, we had some re- 
jfreshments ;-^after which we pursued Qur 
joumey, 

^^ We travelled that afternoon^ and the 
• best part of nexl day ^ . 

" My heart was uncotnmojily heavy, I 
was therefore very silent ; — reflecting on my 
nurse, and yet more on the kind.gentleman 
who had kissed and wept over me. 

^ ^^ The mofe my mind dwelt on him^ the 
less I liked the lady I was with ; who, tho' 
I had always been told I must love as my 
only friend, and to whom I was indebted 

. for 
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for my clbthes and support, yet as she ne- 
▼er had shewn towards me any marks of 
personal attachment, I feit but little ten- 
demess for her. And the ill-natured way 
in which she seemed to disapprove of the 
gentleman's kindness, by sending him away, 
gave me a strong dislike to her, and ren- 
dered me very euUen.r But it happened 
that she was as little inclined to talk as 
myself, and therefore my assumedairs of re^ 
sentment passed unnoticed,.. 

" We came, at length, to»a small vi!- 
läge, ^nd stopt at a large and very old-fa- 
shioned house, that Struck me with terror.. 
It had once been a monastery; and the old. 
battlements, turrets, smäll casements, al-^ 

V 

most enclosed by the ivy that grew over 
the house, altogether gave it such a^som- 
bre arid terrific appearance, that when we 
alighted, and I entered an immense large 
porch way^-^I burst into tears* 

«They 
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^^ They were no other ways regarded, 
than to draw on me the displeasure of my 
conductress ; and I was obliged to accompanjr 
her to a parlour where I was introduced to^ 
and welcomed by two middle-aged women^ 

^^ I was quickly given to iinderstand that 
this was to be my residence^ and some young. 
persons taking me into a garden, giving 
me finüt, and playing with me, very sooa 
engaged my regards; so that I beheld my 
lady guardian take her leave, without any 
sorrow^ but the regret I feit at being so far 
from my nurse, and the kind gentleman.. 

*^ I was known in the house by the 
name of Fidelia Stanmore; and in that 
house I remained until I was fourteen. 

*^ I often repined when I heard my 
young compänions talk of their parents, 
receive little* preseuts, and anticipate the 
delight ci going home to see them at the 

vacations. 
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vacations. I had no home, no parents, and 
knew no other resting place than where I 
was. What a melanchqly consideration 
to a thoughtful, intelligent mind, 

^^ As I advanccd in years, I frequently 
iiXterrogated those who had the care of me, 
why I was not sent for, and where my 
guardian lived? — I could obtain no satis- 
faction. — I had no friends to relieve me, I 
was an orphan, supported entirely by a 
friend of my mother's who had no home 
of her own; but who nevertheless would 
always be my ^iend, and pay for roy board^ 
and education.. 

^^ As my mind expanded> my djspositioa 
took a serious and melancholy complexion, 
from a review of my forlorn State, — ^And 
tlws tum was rather encouraged by the re- 
ligious principles of the house ; for it was a 
private catholic seminary. The happiness 
of a monastic life was constantly rung ia 

my 
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my ears, and from considering myself as a 
forlom, insulated being, without friend' or 
connection, dependent on the existence of, 
or possible change of sentiments that might 
occur to my protectress, — I began to in- 
dulgea wish for this quiet, conventual life; 
as the only proper and sure asylum, I 
could, 6t ought to look forward to for my 
future residence. 

^^ This indination was strengthened by 
the most alluring picture& of content, and 
unqualified happiness, securely out of the 
reach of either sorrow, or care ; and in this 
elysium, my heart eagerly panted to be re- 
ceived, as an inmate for ever. 

" It was now nearly nine years since I 
liad Seen my guardian, and when her name 
was announced, and she entered the room^ 
we were mutually surprized;' — ^for if nine 
years had advanced me from childhood to 
a tall womanly girl of my age, that period 

of 
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of time had robbed her of almost every at- 
traction she had possessed. She was pale^ 
thin, and emaciated ; a cloud of inore thari 
seriousriess hung upon her brow, and her 
Yoice was no longer quick and peremptory^ 
but changed and monotonous. 

" Is it possible/' said she, ^^ that this 
great girl can he FideBa Stanmore?"— • 
^^ Are you, madam, my guardian wjio 
brought me here ?--Ah ! what is become 
of my good nurse, and that dear, kind 
gentleman who left us ät the inn ?*^ These 
niutual interrogatories were uttered almost 
in the same momeut^ 

^^ One of the govemesses answered her 
question, and led me towards her, Tears 
had forced their way from my eyes by 
painful recollections. ^^ What/' said she, 
coldly taking my hand, ^^ what am I to 
think of these tears^ do they spring from 
j^oy qr sorrow?,'* 

' " Indeed/' 
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^^ Indeed/' rejrfied I, ingenuously, '^^ I 
know not, my feeKngs are not definable 
even to myself.'* ^^Feelings!" repeated 
she, sconifully, ^^ you will talk 6f sen- 
timent and sensibility next, I suppose ; but, 
child. I hate romantic misses — one is sick 
of feelings and sentiments, so no more of^ 
such stufF, I beg." She then asked ^ 
multitude of questions in a careless languid 
way, of my govemes»; whilst I, vexed and" 
indignant at a reception so chilling^ and 
rqproofs so unmerited, endeavoured to re- 
press these improper feelings, airf to steel 
my heart ^ainst this cold hearted guardian 
— who mad^ me but too sensible, that af-^ 
fection had no share in her motives for 
supporting me, and of course lessened her 
Claims to my gratitude and regard, 

^^ I was soon ordered to withdraw, nor 
did I see her for some hours ; at length 
she came to me— *^ Fidelia,'* said she, " as 
I have inade it a pgint of duty, from my 

affectioa 
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afFection tp the parent you lost, to Support 
and prc)vide for you. I have even put my- 
self to some difficulties to concur with 
your wishes, and spare from my narrow in- 
conie a sum necessary to place you in a 
convent, where you canijot be received, 
and be allowed to become a happy member 
of their peaceful Community, without a 
handsome sum paid down towards the 
Support of the house. But, my child, I 
will adhere to the duty I imposed upon 
myself — I shall ensure your perfect hap- 
piness, and I shall be satisfied. We shall 
set off to-morrow — ^get yourself ready, and 
he expeditious in packing." 

m 

'' Without allowing me a mbment ta 
reply she left the roomj and I knew not 
whether I ought to rejoice or be sorry that 
my destiny was now decided upon. One 
of the boarders came to assist me; no 
doubt she had her lesson, for she burst 
forth in congratulations on the happiness 

that 
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riiat awaited me^ eamestly wished that 
such might be her foture residence, and 
regretted the fate of those unhappy girls 
who were condemned to live in a tur- 
bulent, deceitful, narrow-minded world, 
where only high birth, and great rifches, 
could ensure to them either respect or 
countenance. In short, she drew such 
examples, and named some victims in por- 
tionless girls, left to carve out their own 
subsistance, that I began to consider my- 
seif a truly happy being, to be removed 
from such possible and probable mis- 
fortunes, to a tranquil retirement among 
good and blessed people, who were beyond 
the power of worldly creatures to annoy 
their peace. 

■ 

^^Thus, more than reconciled, with a 
light and joyous heart, I took leave of my 
governess and companions without feeling 
any regret, or shewing any painful emo- 
tions; and though my companion seemed 

wrapped 
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wrapped up in the same pensive resetve^ 
1 strove to engage her attention by äsking 
numberiess questions, and, among others^ 
eamestly enquired about my nurse and the 
kind gentlem^. ^' You are veiy trou- 
blesome and talkative^" answered she.-^- 
" Öi the woman I know nothing, having 
neither seen ot heard of her, The gen- 
tleman you will see again before we cross 
the sea; though I think he might be bet- 
ter employed than in meeting us.'* 

^^ The remark I forgave^ because 1 did 
not comprehend it, but the idea öf seeing 
the only being who had shewn any ten- 
derriess for me^ except my nurse, was a 
cordial to my spirits, indeed ; and though 
I was forbid to talk, thoughts were free, 
and I feil to building the prettiest Castles 
imaginable, in anticipating our conversation» 

*^ At length jve came to Margate, from 
whence I was told we were to embark for 



f Dunkirk.- 
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t)unkirk.— I know not, if such were really 
the places, for I cx>nversed with no one, nor ' 
had any information, but from her. 

^^ It is impossible for me to give you any 
idea of the transport that animated my 
heart, when I beheld the gentleman whose 
image had been mdelibly imprinted there ; 
and tho* he too, was much altered, yet I 
knew him at once, and absolutely jumped 
into his arms* A very angry reproof es- 
caped from my guardian ; who attempted 
to separate us, but he held me fast.-r- 
^^ Content yourself, madam, with the exe* 
cution of your plan, but do not attempt to 
restrain natural emotions, or deprive me of 
this last indulgence.'* 

^^ She bit her Ups, frowned, and regarded 
me with the most malignant expression of 
countenance I ever beheld.— Her ill-hu- 
mour, however, did not prevent him from 
shewing me much tend^rness ; and remark- 

ing 
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ing the improvement in my person^ with 
tears springing from his eyes. Mine over- 
flowed, I kissed his hand, — ^^ Oh, that I 
could live with such ä kind heart as your's" 
cried I, involuntarily» 

^^ You will meet with many such in the 
convent," observed my guardian, ^^ but it 
it not pretty for young girls to be so free 
with gentlemen." I feit the rebuke, 
blushed, and would have withdrawri my 
hand. — ^He held it firm. 

• ^^ How cah you be so cruel ?■ — By Hea- 
vens ! " cried he, as if making a silent efFort, 
^^ she shall hnow herseif ^ and wel" 

*^ Have a care whät you are about," 
Said she, looking frightened, ^^ remember 
your oatK'*^ 

" Alas ! I remember it but too well,*' 
answered he, in a moumful voice, " and 

will 
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will abide by it.— -But that oath has bounds^ 
I diall never see her more^ and sli^e simll 
know that she has a tender father." 

'^ A father!" I exclaimed, ^^ great God, 
a father ! '' 

*^ Yes^** Said he, embracing me, whilst 
the Ing drops feil from his eyes, — ^^yeä^ 
tny Fidelfa, I am thy father, thou art my 
child; thö^gh cruel prejudice, unjust re* 
strictions coinpel us to ah eternal Separa- 
tion in this World, — ^My weakness, my folly, 
makes my child an outcast!** . 

^\ I could not, at that moment, articu-* 
late a word ; I hung on his bosom, to 
which he repeatedly pressed me. — '^ Weak- 
ness, indeed, weakness unpardonable, and 
confession unprofitable!" eried the cruel 
"woman, who eyed us with fury, — " To 
what does this imprudent declaration tend, 
but to mutual inquietude.^'* 
roh. II. D ''My 
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^^My heartwould speak/* answered he, 
*^ I could not i;estrain its emotions.— Ah ! 
if you love my Anna^ look in her face, and 
be cruel if you caa."^ 

^* Cruel/* repeated she, ^^ is it not her 
peaccy her future happiness, tliat / seek^ 
equally with that of othersi" 

^^ It may be so/* smd he sighing, ^ and 
it must be so ;: — but tlwngs are now gone 
too far, not to reveal the whole. I will re- 
iate her stoty, — she will see that the choice 
she has made, is the best her unfortunate 
destihy will admit of ; — she will know she 
has a tender father who repents of his weak 
inju^tice, — ^and I may at least have the con^ 
Bolation to correspond with my child, should 
I never see her more/* 

'^ You merely fritter away your oath/* 
Said she, ^^ under the subterfuge that she is 
leaving the world/* 

" Leave 
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*^ Leave me, vdth my child/* retumed 
he, with a firm voice, *^niy oath is, and 
shail be sacred ; — ^but I will, for one short 
hovir, indulge a parent*s tendemess«** 

^^ She quitted the room lifce a fury;--. 
for me, I lay pressed to his heart, speech- 
less, tho' not insensible to their altercation ; 
and dreading, eveiy moment, to be tom 
from him. » 

*^ After many - endearmettts, and many 
painfui ^truggles, my fether related to me 
every patticular of his family history, which 
I have intruded upon you* — Adding, that 
to conceal the disgrace of my mother, and 
my unfortunate birth, he submitted to the 
arrangements made by her aiint ; bat so- 
lemnly averred, he looked forward to the 
day of his marriage, as a period when I 
should be restored to their mutual embraces. 

Da '^ From 
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^^ From the time of iny birth he had 
only been received as a genüemau paying 
his addresses to Miss Wheatly. They had 
quitted tlie house and neighbourhoöd where 
'She «vas brought to bed, and had apart- 
ments in a very different part of the town^ 

• — 

^' My poor father was more -in love, 
more infatuated than ever; and impati- 
ently waited for the time appointed, to 
unite him, for life, to his adored^Anna.— 
Within a few days of its intended com- 
pletion, whien his heart overflowed with 
tendemess^ she appeared extremely melan- 
choly^— her sighs and sorrows almost dis* 
tracted him, — ^he implored her to open her 
heart to him^ solemnly protesting there 
was nothing in his power that he would 
not do, to give peace to the mind of his be- 
loved Anna. 

■ 

** In that moment of fondness the se- 
eret- burst from her lips. — ^^ She could 

not," 
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not,** she vowed^ *^ she woidd not marry 
Imn but on ojüe condition,— K)he soleum 
vow iix>m him, to compJy with her 
requisition^" 

^^ H^ i^as Startled \ *^ What could she 
ask^ that it was possible for him to refusei 
Speak,*' he cried, " assured of success, for 
I can deny you nothing within the chap- 
ter of possibilities^'' 

** It was then this proud, unnatural 
moöier, exacted from my too weak cou- 
eedihg lath^, a sacred oath, " Never ta 
bring me home to his house, — ^never to 
introduce or acknowledge me to the world, 
as his child-'— ör in any shape, to interest 
Mixiself in my concerns, but to give me 
up solely to the care of her aünt/ who' 
should prövide for me, give me a good 
education, and accustom me, from child* 
hood, to look forward to a conventiial life % 
which my inclinations could not revoä 

D 3 against, 



• 
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against^ as I should be a stranger to the 
world^ unknowing of any connections^ and 
educated in a private catholic seminary. 

** On bis pledging himself to observe 
tbese conditions, she would give him her 
band ; but if he hesitated taking the vpw 
she required, — she solemnly protested she 
would take me away^ leave England^ and 
he should never see either of us more»— 
For never would she appear in the world, 
with a disgraced repütätion^ or leave it in 
the power of chance for me to reclaim her 
as a parent^ after she was married.** 

I 

^' Such were the requisitions of a cru)el 
motber. — My father sought to argue the 
point, and proposed avowing a marriage 
previous to his mother*s death^ and kept a 
secret out of compliment to her. 

" This proposal only served to irritate 
her ;•— then äxo must appear as if unworthy 

of 
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I 

of himy or the countenance of his mother. 
No^ she would not relinquish of ehange 
her owii plan^ j^nor could she ever bear i in 
her sight a chUjd, who would constantly 
remind her of her own weak folly; and 
vho would, therefore, be ever odious to 
her^ 

• 
"In Short, sheprevailed — this unnatural 
woman obliged a weak, imbecile, infatuated 
man to take an oäth the most sacred, — 
*^ Never to receive me as his child, or ac- 
Inowkdge me as such to the world, by any 
means directly ör indirectly.** 

^'The m^rriage took place, andl was 
the sacrifice ! Had it pleased tieaven to . 
have taken my life when I had the sm^ 
pox soon after, Vhat sorrows and regrets 
Would have been spared to my poor father 
and myself. But the ways of Providence 
-are just and wise, and far beyond our , 
comprehension ! 

D4 "The 
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, ^* The casual interview in Kensington 
Gardens had very nigh overturned all the 
schemes of my mother^ by the artless ad- 
dress of the nurse, and the astonishing like- 
ness between her and me; which had 3t^ 
tracted the regards ^qixally o£ my father 
and the party. 

^' From that moment she grew outra- 
geous, and insisted upon my being carried 
ofF to the intended school, where it was 
not eustomary to receive pupils under seven 
years of age ; but all-powerful gold reinoved 
this difficulty, and I was to be admitted. 

*^ My raother had then three children 
bap'pily bom in wedlbck, löved and ca* 
ressed ; whilst •/, wikhout ^any fault of mine, 
and her perfect Image, as I have been told, 
for no traces of her face reitiain on my me- 
moryy — ^was despised, rgected> and consi-» 
' dered as 'an alien to her blood. What in^ 
justice 1 what prejudice ! 

" When 
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^^ When my father ünderstood I was to 
be taten from my nurse, he insistedupon 
seeing me, — ^upon meetirig vs on the road. 
In vain ray mother employed threats> 
tears, and reproaches, it was'almost Üiq 
first time in his life he thou^t fit to judge 
for himself ; he assured her his oath should 
remain inviolably sacred, — but see me he 
would. That interview I liave related. -r- 
And I leamt also, that all the little indul- 
gencies I had experienced in the sehool^. 
were owing to his interference 'with the 
lady guardiän. 

" When the time arriyed that was ap- 
pointed for ray voyage and everlasting se- 
clusioh^ a period^ so long, wished for by 
the ladies^ no entreaties could divert my 
father from seeing me for the last time, — 
and strongly against their incliiiations, and 
remonstrances, he once more met us at 
Margate,— -but without any intbntion bf 
making himself known, tiH my joy and 

D 5 tenderness 
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tendemess threw him ofFhis guard^ and 
aperated so powerfully üpon his feelings> 
that the long smothered secret burst out^ 
and he resolved to sbew me at once» how 
dear I was to bis heart^ and deprecate^ 
befwe me> tbat ui^)ardonable weakness^ and 
unnatural voW) whicb bad been imposed 
upon bim in an infatuated moment of love 
and confidence. 

*^ Sucb, my dear madam, was tbe af- 
fecting relation of my sörrowing, repentant 
father, whom, however be condemned 
bimself, witb my wHoIe beart I acquitted ; 
for I saw bis sensibility and'wretcbedness. 
I understood^ also, from tbe tenor of tbe 
wbole, tbat my birtb was really disgrac^ful 
tö-my motber, injurious to ber cbaracter 
in life ; and tbat even innocent^ and uncon* 
scious of tbe evils my existente produced^ 
yet tbat /also, was implicated in tbe in- 
famy and disgrace, and coukionly be known 
to be despised« 

'^Tbese 
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'^ These reflections were scarcdy tx) be 
expected from one so young. But the se- 
rious tum of tny disposition had led me 
to read^ and to reflect on causes and things 
more steadily than is common in girls of 
fourteen; — ^and when my father ceased 
speaking, overwhelmed with anguish and 
seUT-reproach — ^I embraced him with warmth, 
and with a composure that astonished him^ 
besought him to tranquillize his mind^ 
and to consider the destiny prepared.for 

* 

me, as the only one in which I could ex- 
pect peace^ and contribute to his comfort . 

"I assored him that I was going to an 
asylum that now would be doubly endeared 
tx> me, as it would relieve him from pain- 
ful altercations, and constant suspicions.— ^ 
All I asked, all I wished for,. was permis* 
siön to correspond with him undef such 
restriction. as might be thoughtrequisite; 
and ,with a solemn assurance on my part^ 
that the indulgence L solicited^ should 

never 
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never lead any one to surmise it was a* pa- 
tent I vvrote to, but to a guardian^ a friend 
of my lostfatherU — ^for such I must con* 
sider him^ when once placed m a cöhveht 
for life. 

*^ With a flood of tears, he acceded 
to my request. — Near an hour was passed, 
— the möst pleasingly painful hour I evd* 
exp^rienced.-^— At length my guardian en- 
tered with a countenance and manner so 
agitated, that tho' I heartily detested her, 
I saw she was angry, vexed, and hüiiibled ; 
and I spake to her without any encreased 
coldness. 

^^ My father ente^ed warmly info parti- 
culars of my conversation, and spake of my 
conduct and sentiment with a degree of 
enthusiasm thät seemed greatly tö alärm 
her; — but when she heard the conclusion, 
and my perfect resignation to her plana, 
her countenance cleared up, and die even 

complimented 
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eomplimented me pn my judgmerit amf 
candour. Nor did she make the least ob-^ 

9 

jection to a correspondence, under such 
just and necessary regulations, which no 
doubt wöüld afror^d equal satisfaction to 
Mfs. Douglas. 

^^ My heart did not .subscribe to. the 
latter asseKidn. I feit neither tendemess 
nor respect för a tröfnan, Avho had so en-^ 
tirdy cast me ofF fröm her , afFection ; but 
rather an mdignant sense of her injustice» 
I Was content to be a sacrifice to the peace 
of my fäther, but I öwed nothing to the 
pride aöd cruelty of a mother. — ^The one' 
I pitied, the other I shuddered at. 

'^ I will nol "describe the scene of taking- 
ieave. My parent more than once, seem^ü 
ready to break his vöw, and take me back 
with liim in defiance of peace and reputi- 
tion ^; and I am convinced, had I been as 
artful as his wife, and as resolute in my 

- determinations. 
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4^termination$^ the afFectionate^ but weak 
heart of my father,. would have submitted 
to my wishes. 



^ But we parted^ and that moment wiU 
be fbr ever engrav^en on my mind ; it was 
the triumph of natural afFection, over un- 
jjist prejudices, and lias reconciled me to 
human nature. — ^For I have leomt^ since 
my residence in.thi8 convent, such instanöes 
of its depravity, such, propfs of its duplii- 
city and selfjshness^ that I have long since 
ceased to execrate my mother as the worst 
of beings ; which. 1 once thou^t her. — 
And to rogard my poor father as a melan- 
choly example of a neglected education^ 
the victim of a too tender mother^ whose- 
softness enervated his mind^, encouraged 
a dangerous susceptibility,. without any 
energy of character; and made him the 
dupe of artfiil interested people, who knew 
bis failings^ and profited by his weakness* 
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^^ I have only to add," concluded Fi* 
ddia^ ^^ mat my father had conditioned i 
should not take the veil^ until I was nine-^ 
teen^ What his ^dews or hopes werc, I 
know not^ for he has never explained^ and 
I have no doubt büt all öur letters jpass 
linder the inspection of Mrs. Douglas,. 

_ I 

^* For my own part, after being s^sible 
that I was not made for the world, nor the 
World regardfui of me, I made up- my 
mind to my. destiny. I am now in my 
noviciate, in four months I shall take the 
veiL — ^Without hope or expectation of any 
worldly comforts, I look forward to the 
blessed mansions of peace and etemal jus^ 
tice, where I shall find a Heavenly/ Far 
ther, who will not reprobate unoffending 
inncicenceJ 

' ^^ Such, madam, is my story.— Forgive 
my prolixity, I do not öflen talk ; and ex:- 
cept Sister Therese, you are Ü\c only one 

to 



6i THE^ PEASANT O^ 

to whom I have related it. — I doubt not 
. but this remote convent had been the ob- 
ject of my guardian's search; fof in the 
niiddle of a forest, but rarely frequented,, 
its existence must be very little known, — 
and therefore answered their purpose. — 
But when I express my surprize and con- 
cem, that you should become a vohmiary 
inmate here^ do not suppose I have any de- 
sire to be impertinently curiöus. You 
have already silenced me, and I reqpect sa- 
cred comraands as inviolable." 
» 

Hermine who had listened attentively 
to this interesting and meläncholy story^ 
pressed the band of the amiable narrator 
to her heart, whilst tender isympathy 
sparkied in her eyes. — ^' Dear Fidelia, tho' 
I detest the cruel unnatural policy of two 
proud, selfishy and inhuman women; yet 
situated as you are, 1 can have nothing to 
oppose against the imperious necessity that 
seems to have destined you to renounce the 

World.— 
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World.— I lament, but I cannot change 
that destiny. Heaven on^y knows what 
mine may be ; perhaps I ^all have to wish 
a similar dne with your's, and to languish 
for that tranqmllity which you may hope 
to enjoy, independent of a turbulent world» 
But whatever it may be my lot to endure, 
I will venture to solicit your friendship 
and correspondence.'* 

^^ You do me both honoür and plea- 
sure," replied Fidelia, ^^ and be assuredthat 
my wishes and prayers shall be ofFered to 
Heaven for your peace and happiness.'* 

These amiable young women, from a 
deliqate consideration mutually feit, forbore 
to enlarge any further on their irreparable 
misfortunes ; — they changed the subject of 
their conversation, and sought, by a diver- > 
sity of ideas, to amuse those hours they 
were permitted to pass together, and in 
the entertainment of the present period,, 

ta 
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to lose the remembrance of the past,.and 
stiflie their apprehen^ions of future uii'- 
pleasant i^vents. — ^Thus they became kw 
sensibly tranquil, and took leßsond of 
the most patient sufFerance from eack 
other. 



cmM 
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lEWIS^ now become the pupil and 
favourite companion of Father Franpid^ who 
tvas charmed with his docile temp^^ and 
unremitting diligence^ made such unccMn- 
mon progress in the course of two mohth's 

m 

study^ that he was not only amazed at his 
own imprövement^ but unbounded in his 
love and gratitude to his kihd preceptor. 

Once in that p^od he had accompanied 
the good £ither in ä visit-to Hermine^ who 

silefitly 
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silently admired the elegance of his^ man- 
ners, and the propriety of his langiiage. — 
She congratulated him on the happiness he 
seemed fuUy ^ sensible of, m the advan- 
tageous change in the disposal of his time ; 
and rejoiced that the wishes of his good 
mother had turned out to be perfectly 
agreeable to himself. Lewis bowed, and 
gracefuUy acknowledged his sense of het 
condescension in the interest she expressed 
for his welfare^, — it wpuld stimulate him^. 
he Said, to merit her favourable judgment,. 
by afct«ching him to study, and an en- 
deavour to repey by his dihgence^ the üid; 
attentbns of his revered benefector, and 
the anxioiis tendeniess of bis betoved 
mother. 

Agnes ^~o, accoihpanied by Janette-,^ 
had-paid two visits to the corlvent; but she 
found much good-will was not altogether 
euifficient to bear üp against the fatigue she- 
endttfed from such long walks — «ind oa 

her 
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her retum from the last visit, she was quite 
Hl for two, days, and compelied to confess, 
" it was tot) much for her — she must give 
it up^ and then tnily she should be very 
imhappy, and hate that prating, curious, 
deceitfal nun, who had persuaded the dear 
lacfy to 4eave her.'* Janette reminded her 
that the lady had promised to come and 
see her very soon, — ^and seemed very inuch 
vexed that she should take such long walks, 

" True/' Said Agnes, *^ she did say so, 
but if my poor weak body was equal in 
strength to my inclination, 1 should think 
rtothing of the walk ; but I feel more en- 
feebled every day, and believe it won't be 
long first^ before I shall be ' called hence to 
join nty good -Joseph, and my poor chil- 
dren: Well, God's will be done,. I shäll 
die with ä good conscience"^ that to the best 
of my poor abilities, I have endeavoured to 
perform all my duties. — ^Thank Heaveti, 
Lewis has now a friend in the wofthy far* 

^ ther. 
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ther, and I am sure the good lady will not 
forget hini," 

• 

The good creature had a true presen- 
timent from her encreasing weakness.— 
In little ihore than a week after äiis con- 
versation, ßhe gradually feil ofF from her 
appetite^ and feit a lassitude, a feebleness 
that daily gained ground, until it was with 
difficulty she could get in or put of her . 
bed. 

•Lewis, who constantly saw her thrice a 
week, plainly perceived the gentledecay. 
Against her inclination he sent to the 
village for a medical man, who at once con- 
firmed his worst fears, and confessed that 
he believed a few days would terminate her 
edstence. — ^Agnes was so sensible of this, > 
that she wished once more to see Made- 
moiselleHerniine, and the good father un- 
dertook to --bring her with him t^e fol- 
lowing moming. 

Previous 
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Previous to this, Agnes had requested to 
^e left alone with him^ and they had a 
Conference for near two hours. When it 
broke üp, the father said to Lewis^ — 
" Grieve not, my son, that our gracious 
Father of the good and faithfui, is about 
to deprive you of this worthy parent — she 
will soori enjoy everlasting happiness. She 
has performed her duty to you, and has 
consigned you to my care : — ^I here pledge 
myself before Heaven, to fulfil her desires 
to the best of my circumscribed power, 
and promote with my wannest zeal your 
interest and future advantage." 

Lewis was deeply affbcted by the priest's 
eamest and voluntary kindness — he bowed 
upon the hand ^at pressed his, and though 
words were denied to him, the tear of 
gratitude was duly appreciated by the re- 
v^'end father. That night Lewis watched 
by the bed of his mother; and the fol- 

lowing 



72 , THE >EASANT OF 

lowing inorniftg at an early hour^ Hermine 
hästily entered the room. 

« .. 
Sh^ fle\v to the'^d^ghted Agnes, who 

seemed to have renovatSd strength at her 
approach. A very tender scene foUowed— 
it appeared to Hermine that she was again 
an orphmi— r-again was to lose a being who 
' truly loved her; . and the only one from 
\vhose kindness she could have hoped for 
protection, should her ill fortune oblige 
her to leave the convent. Agnes, aftesr a 
little recovered from her first emotions, 
besought her young friend not to grieve 
for her, but to place her confidence in Fa- 
ther Francis, and relyupon his faith and 
protection. She recommended Lewis to 
heresteem in the strengest term^-^^' He 
has,^' Said she, *^ my dear lady, the truest 
respect for you — one of the best of hearts, 
honest, upright, and sincere. . I höpe, and 
believe, h^ will merit your regard and 
approbation. 

'' Father 



^^Pariiej Francis w^ surely iiispired by 
Heami to ffire peace to my mind> and he, 
a fiabhcl to Üie latheriess. I bsve tioäiing 
to'leave him that' crni d6 him^much^ service, 
but I käve him tp the*cfeire of ProvictenGe; 
if fae coi!itmile& good^iirfd yirtuous he will 
never be forsaken. And, my dearost kdy^ 
let that never failing comfort be your's— r 
you will one day övercbme all your present 
troubles and afilictions ; fbr never was tihie 
orphan unpnÄected,- whose confidence and 
hope rests bn the goodness of a gracious 
and äS-merciful God.V 

Exhaustied by talkJng, Agnes feil into a 
gende sleefp «söon' öfter, which they hoped 
would tefresh her, as it lasted more than 
three hours; but when she awoke, Her- 
mcne, who had never quitted her bed-side, 
bdidd a very visible alteration — ^her eyes 
were sunk and hoUow, her breath short, 
tremulous and thick. She looked in her 
fece, pressed her haädy^ then attempted tb 
VOL. n. . E speak^ 
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speaki but her words were not arttculate. 
Lewis leant over the bed*-she iödsLed al- 
temWely from him - to .Hennine, with a 
sweet smile difFuseci over her countenance; 
then vvith tWo or three quick gentlesighs^ 
she closed her eyee fbr ever without a groan 
or struggleJ 

^^ Such is the death bed c^ the Inhoceut 
and righteous!'* exclaimed Hermine^ 
kissiilg the lifeless hand she held; and lay- 
ing it gently down, "Oh! my friend,** 
Said she, to Lewis, who was speechless^ 
^^ may our all-merciful Crealor grant to us 
the same peaceful serenity a;t pw last mo* 
ments, as free from sin ^nd ^sorrow, as 
that blessed spirit now fled to Heavenl** 

Tears gfuslied from her eyes, and she 
withdrew to another chamber, where she 
was soon after joined by Lewis and the 
good priest. The latter spake lo both in 
the language becoming his cloth, but he 

had 



had too muoh good sense to attempt at 
consolation in the first hours of affliction ; 
fcMT, the feelings of the heart require in- 
dulgence, and: are not to be r epressed by 
moral . sentences^ or arguments adduced 
fix>m cold philosophy— i-a good and virtuous 
mind will soon recover its energies^ and 
with patient endUrance bow tp the will of 
the Almighty fiat. 

Agnes had lived to close the eyes of her 
Joseph — to See her eamest ' wishes for 
Lewis in a fair way of being accomplished ; 
and without a sigh of regret^ she looked 
np with a well-founded hope in the mercies 
of God^ for a ßtate of etemal happiness. 

Hermine passed the day at the cottage ; 
she had sent for the mother of Janette, 
and to her and Father Franciis she left all 
the necessary duties recjuired on the me- 
lancholy event. She requested Lewis that 
he would sometimes visit her with the 

E 2 worthy 
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Worthy priest ; and consider her al^ay * üf 
a fnend, warmly interested &x his succes»* 
and happimess. Lewis cauld i^y but littl^' 
yet her words were imprinted 6n bfe heart. 
He kissed her hand respectfuUy at pstrüng 
— ^the emotions of both were but too ap*- 
parents but they were placed to the äc- 
count of their recent affliction, withöafe 
too narrowly investigating the nature of 
their feelings, or the source from whence 
they öprang. ' 

Accompanied by Father Francis, Her- 
mine retumed to the convent. The death 
of Agnes occasioned no regret to^Sistier 
Marie— one trbublesome friend of Hfer- 
mine's was got rid of, she thought. The 
chaih was brokenr— Lewis, she understood, 
would soon be disposed of, literally sent to 
seek. his ,fortune; well, no matter how 
soon, the father was oldj and not very 
.healthy, he was not likely to live long.-^ 
And if these events took place before Her-^ 

mine 



mme e^pie/of agey-r-"AhaI my young 
Jp^y,** cried ahe^ with xnalicioua exuhation^ 
^*you $hall ßDon find the difference.— 
When you hav»;na appeal, you ^11 have 
good luck indeed to get out of this house 
if I opposQ it J* 

.Tbe äbbess shared in the satisfaetion of 
lue vindictiA/ie sister^ for she hated Her- 
mihe ; . jret she feared her, because the 
dignity of her mind, .and tlie propriety of 
faer' oonduct^ gave her a superlority over 
tiidr selfish dupKcity^ under whicli her 
cicaiscience shcank aba^ed, whenev^ tliey 
«aA, To hutnble this haughty young 
Tfomdn, and to have tfie disposal of her 
propeiiy,^ was the most ardent wish of her 
heart. 

,• ■■^'' . - ' ■ ' • 

' ^ Sut," observed the «ister, ^^ now 
^^!b^ies is dead^ tp' wbose care c^^b^ have 
•confided* i^those talüables she confessed 
ika^ng frook äier trank? — Surely not to a 

^ E 3 youth 
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youth like Lewis. Besides^ whatttef bö- 
longs to him must be undef thie inspectjon 
of Fäther Francis, and he certaiiily wotild 
not be so base as to have any concealmenibs 
from yoü/' : ' 

'^ I cannot think .he would/* answered 
the abbess, ^^ and yet he seems'dedKäedly 
a friend to her; but ];nost probably sH^ 
took Charge of them herseif." >^ No, that 
I do not believe; she had nothing with 
her, and is too cimning to run the risk oF 
another search in her Chamber. I raibet* 
suspect the father may be tempted by his 
foolish partiality for Lewis and her, to he-^ 
come her coiifidante ; and it sh^Il be my 
business- to counteract him: if I cap/* ^ . .. 

Some confidential plans were then con- 
certed between them; and th^ first ^fltet 
tfiey produced was a xjuinge 0f.nieas11xss.7A- 
A kind conciliating attention, firom boöi la^ 
dies to Hermine, which waä^ also extehded 

to 
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to Flddia ; but which failed of impressing 
the minds of dther with esteem or respect, 
as they well knewy they had some points 
to cany by their ofiicious complaisonce^ 
and were consequently. on their guard 
against both. 

Agnes had been some days past con- 
veyed to the peacefiil grave, and Lewis had 
x>nce visited Hermine, in Company with the 
father. It was a dangerous indulgence to 
both, — but gratitude sanctioned it in the 
eyes of the lady, and poör Lewis gratified 
bis heart^ though his reasön bade him to 
despair. 

Fidelia now aaw the period approaching 
when she was finally to renounce the 
World. — ^The very little die had seen oFit, 
and the few persons she had known^ left no 
regret on her mind for the sacrifice she wbs 
to make, when it was, she knew, to en- 
sure the peace of her father; (the weak 

E4 ^ instrument 
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Instrument of a bstöther's^ pande and in^us«^ 
tice) and to shield . hersdf from tiae con- 
tempt, she was taught to believe^ nuasi in- 
evitably be her fate^ i£ she ev^er attempted 
-to mix with Society, i : v. ' 

Whether from a view to reconcile her to 
her destiny, or in pursuance of the imperi- 
ous commands of his wife^ Mr. Douglas^^ 
had tacitly subscribed to that implied dis* 
grace and reprobation - attendant on . her 
birth ;— and though her natural good sense 
and conviction of its injustice andinfaum^ 
nity, was ibrcibly impressed on the mind ?of 
Fidelia, she submitted with mild endur^^ice 
to the prejudices of mankind^ whilst her 
hoart revolted against the cold unnatural 
conduct of her mother. 

I 
« , * 

Sucti were her seiitiments until Hermine 
songht iier soGid:y, and by her ta:idemess 
and respect, rose hör into consiequenoe with 
herseif; and ini^ired her with ^an attach- 

meni 
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ment ^ stmng, for the only being fcom 
v4x)m she ^had ever experienced aily marks 
of afibetion^^^that the idea of being tom " 
ftora }every>p9ssibility-^ enjoying her Soci- 
ety, whea Hermkie shquld leave the coiit- 
voit, caused a ^reat revoIüticHi in her mind ' 
and fediBgs; ^i^ impePGeptiHy gave birth 
to regrets \he most painful^^'^to a repug- 
laance daily gaimng $trength agakistT the 
ufijust and arbitrary commands .whioh com^- 
pelled her to takethe veÜ. 

Patient sufFerance no longer made a part 
of her character ; her melancholy encreased, , 
a restlessness was visible in every action. . 
Tears stood trembling in her eyes, heavy 
sighs issued from her bosom, and her faded 
form plainly spake that the mind and body. 
sjpinpfkt^ised in wretchedness. 

Hermine grew alärmed; the alteration 
became> too obvious to pass ^uhnoticed,— » 
and thongh she had imposeH upon herself^ 

£ 5 as 
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as well as promised to the abbess, that i^e 
would hold no conversation with Fidel^^ 
relative to the ehgagem^its she was under 
to forsake the world^— or in a^y shape in- 
terfere with the destiny chosen for her by 
the imperious and incontrovertible com- 
mands of thosewhohada ri^t^ as they 
thought, to decide for her, yet, she could 
not behdd her sinking under the pressure 
of devouring grief, without exerting hersdf 
to discover the .cause, and if possible, tQ 
apply a remedy. 
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HILST the sympathetic bosom of 
Hermine partook of the sorrow that evi- 
dently weighed down the spirits of poor Fi- 
ddia^.and appeared to gather strength from 
each revolving day, — ^the abbess and her 
cabal also marked the encrease of dejection 
that preyed upon the health of the one,-— 
and the anxious solicitude that was visible 
in the other« '* You were wrong, holy. 
mother," cried the malicioud Sister Marie^ 
" to permit that growing intimacy between 

those^ 
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those two romantic girls; the jiovice was 
resigned to, if not content with her pro- 
posed destiny. That imperious^ designing, 
and artful yo\Äig Wottian bas assuredly 
wronged the trast you reposed in her, and 
inspired the other with a disgust for'taking 
the veiL" 

" I am not altogether o5 your opinion,'* 

replied the abbess, " however greatly Pdis- 

like Hermine, I believe her integrity may 

be relied on, when she has pledg^ her 

Word fbr'the Performance of any* thing re- 

-quired 6f her. Wheäi^r pride ©r princi^lb 

is the rvih of her aotions I caonflt iüdeed 

determine^ bat I do not liimk idaß iihas 

brokeoi her promise voluiitanly made tiDime, 

relative to Fidelia.— *-But if we are wiae, wje 

must be blind to the ahetstion in her tem- 

per and appearance, and wfaaiever chäii^ 

may be visible in either, must pass linnd- 

ticed ; whilst an insiiauaiting gendeness 

in out maxmers^ must b^ so progressiva as 

not 
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liot tö lappear intentional^ or call forüh the 
particular .Observation of either / * 

<^ Nay, for my part I see not die necesn 
sky for any studied System/* retumed the 
sister. ^^^ Fidelia has no resource to encoru- 
ragea ehange iu her sentiments^ because 
such a ehange could avail her nothing>^ 
Her destiny is in your hands ; — ^yet still I 
wiah'lhey kad' been kept ' apari." 
^ . . .1 

** JVIy views/' rgoined the Superieare, 
in lan jdevated tone, that dhewed she was 
displeased any one should donbt the infal- 
libilily of her judgment,'+r-^* myviews ex- 
tended beyjond common oonsequences^ or 
the obsenration of shallow ^iHi;d^standtngs. 
I wi^ied to /encrease tiieir intimacy wbeii ^I 
beheld the growing attachment, for as Fi- 
delia cannot, b» you observe, ever indnlge 
a hope to leave tias conVent, the warm aC- 
fection Hermme seems to £m^ fer her, may 
moGt ükdy eventuafly lead her to take the 

veil 
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^veil also,, to enjoy her ftiendship and soci« 
ety.— But I Charge you all. to avoid every 
thing tending towards persuasion ; — be kind 
and attentive, bat appear pecfectly indif- 
ferent whethef* she remains here ^r jiot.— • 
Relax nothing in your civilities to both, and 
let their emotions and melancholy locks 
pa£» ünnoticed by all/* 

The docile sisters promised strict obedi- 
ence, and their behaviour was so unifonnly 
gentle and pdite, without any apparent in- 
trusion on their time or conversation, that 
Hermine insensibly began to think very fa- 
vourably of the greater part of the sister- 
hood ; although 8he still regretted the fate 
now fast apprpacliing, that was for ever to 
exdude Fidelia from all worldly prospects« 

One moming when they met die was 

greatly shocked at her pallid countenancGj 

^ and the languor that pervaded her whole 

frame ;•— «he seemed scarcely able to reach 

the 

r 
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the diäin-^Hennine cai%h4f^ h^vhafad..^* 
^f My dear, döar Fiddia ! you am iü," said 
she tenderly^ ^' ah, let me instantly send 
for medical assistance ! Why have I de- 
layeditso long?*' 

. F^Stopi *oa deaiiy bebved Hennine/* 
cried •FideUa, *^ stöp; nothing the infir- 
xnary contain9..can)be of Service to me.— 
Medicines> näü not eure the mind's 
disease." .^i cj '-,; 



r 



'^ You are tben unhfappy," retumed Her- 
mine,'^^ alas ! I:feared to enquire, tho' my 
heart bas Kovered at my Ups for some time 
past. But- restricted by a promise that in 
the lettrarof k I^conceived bound me to si-* 
lence,*7— I hÄ^e neg^ected the duties of 
friendship and humanity, and wounded my 
own heart, by repressing my ardent desire 
to know the «oause of the sorrow that has 
long opprtssedyou. Forgive me, dear Fi- 
delia, and if yc^^t^think me worthy of yoxur 

confidence^ 
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confidedce^43|lid^*4t^tell ime/ithe- nabii^ of 
this sßä^gnef tliat almiostsdistvk^ts iiv^ 
to behold."' 



^ ßi 



1 f 



'. »li. i 



i ' 



••;o.'-J.: 



" I can refiise you nölhiiig/* «aid Fi- 
ddia^ ^^ though what I have to say will 
add pain to yoin^r goAenfais :£{)rinp 
bosom. AUi£! I fed ]Ü1at'I «am a devoted 
victkn, a sacrifice tö Aidyimm^' mddgence 
öf the passiom^^ an oblaifen oiSTeFed up 
lipon the shrine of pride^ to gratify.an mn^ 
natural mother. Yes, my beloved friend, 
from' your iendeariiig'-xfOiiKJerisatiok I have 
teamt to estiixiate • dfte vakä Jdf such 'na 
conyp^toion i«-^you hsLvti bf&usAl mj jßye^^ 
yöu have exteiided my iätasj JanA ghriea. 
bif^ to sentiments adb(siljl^ aa 'Istnalger to 



nly ^soul üntill knew ypcr. )¥d^^ fmt dxH^ 
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ha&t%^ inM¥öptkig ^ heri' f^-i« it possbte 
feat : my üfectiöli' ^hds ^ 'befl«t' tÜfe 490iirpe ' .df 



your 



m 

3»3ur ^orrows ?*r-For Ueaven's sake ex^rf^ 

youßelf.- ' . 

■ * . 

•^* A-few wo^ds wiH do it/*. answered Fi- 
deliay«^^^ but you are äs innocent^ as un- 
c^AScious of the effect your kindness has 
prodttced 19: my wedc imbecile mind. In 
ehort, 'räery day encreases my esteem and 
adinü*fliiön for'ypui and every hour adds 
ädditional regtet^ inexpressible grief, that 
the time iqpproaches when the duties of 
xny «ituation will tear me from that societ|r^ 
läaBt deligfalftil convorse^ nuhich has for 
jnaoy .mesks beem the chief happmess of 
jn^'^lifeitiv^Fdii^ive me/Heaven/' saidshej^ 
jccMsinrg hcvself^ ^^ if tby devoted servBnit 
oikmds^ SLgainnt thy latf^ by tlns imptikiTe 
tendemess^ wiiich militates against that 
total ^indüFerence to all worldly objects, 
-whiek I am taught to ibelie^^ is essential to 
«y :sahratiou4 bot . sureiy the great Creator 
of mankind^ whose ptec^ts are unitersai 
-knre and good vnh, sar^ly >he nev^r will 

condemu 
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c0ildemn an ixinocent afifectioti ibr agood^ 
anamiable being^ fashioned by hi$ hands^ 
and fdlowing bis most holy lawsl-^No, 
my friend^ my dear Hermine^ no^ Hearen 
will not condemn me^ though I cannot be 
obedient to the lessons of tiie convent :■— I 
cännot teach my heart that apathy wbich 
they teil me the purity of the sisterhood 
requires. You have taught me the mone 
delightful lessons of friendrfiip, harmöny, 
and social love — and now behold I sink a 
jnartyr to ray feelings. When a nun I 
shall mrely enjoy your conversaiion ; and 
in a Short time you will lea^e me.for ev». 
Where then^ but in the sileat tomb^ 'shall 
poor Fideisa seek to hide her sorrowkig 
heart fröm self^reproach, and the crud 
scomof colduncharitable enthusiasts!** . 



-• j 



Eidelia might havie gone on £br an hour 
without intermption from Hermine^ so 
great was her astonishment^ so poignant 
her feelings of grief and compassion for 

this 
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this lövely youiig^datüre^ whese wayward 
fate ' had cbndemned jher to buiy aü her 
sensimlities, to i^riounde every social tje on 
earth ; and by : öohisiderihg herself aa: ; an 
outcast £rom mankihd^ < disgraced and des* 
pised^ no resoutte to lodc up to, no frieadly 
faand stretdied. out* to preserve her^ the 
WhoIeiümversewaB^tQsher a blanko aotd her 
only asylum a monastic life. 

And this ill-treated and forsaken being^ 
she had üncönsjcipüsly wounded to the very 
spidi'byrgiving'her'tiewideas, by rousing 
lier donoaant senäbilitiesy and by inspiring 
her widi a taäte^ .a love for the reciprocity 
offiiänddiiip,. fand the cbarm of mutual 
esteem -and ^confiden^e. ?^^ Yes,"i she 
mentaUry exdaimedi ^i^I have given:wannth 
to the coklness of : her Jieart, fix)zen up by 
the cnicdty of unnatui^ wretches^ who 
deserve thb worrt of pupishmeHts ; and in 
seddoglo Qonsole, ,and cpmmunicate plea^ 
9ure, I rjha«e foost imbappilyj opei^ed that 

store4iöuse 



was imcoifmaus ^ ipössessii^gic^amite no 
pongeniäl nofmd had met ber!s^ or :söii^ift 
tp: ggin iaer regard's. Ah h hm uiiibrtunQte 
has been to her the ' shoüt poriod of our 
acquaintance, sinoe her £sto k inmitabie^ 
and I have .'encreased dia^ measuce of her 
reereks« to the niin of her heaitbAand 



peace 



»» 



Whiist these refiections passed rapidly 
over the ^ind of H^mine^t die had tod^^ 
linoed ga^ng <m Fidelia witti a fi&ed caan^ 
tßnwßfie, y^hosegnei and tendemsss umk 
l^gibte in mreiy '^ featüre. / its ex^^sssitd 
stnlok tfae /UQ^oirtunalie i ^girl^: iaifKl kisßiiig 
her häjtid/she saidy .^^ I joar^e alarmed. aad 
ahoc^ed you^ ^ not let yoüv dis^jfileaswe 
at my wealc^isfösa add itQ> the wo^ th^ Jopt 
pr^ess %np. If it (pkasei^' üeä^n tä ^prolod^ 
my life^ Vi^teen^^farj;; ^(s^aMted*lft-(^^ 
the^m^t >pledi$Uf%dblb caoibent^ I4:a{i''ii!»^ 
know, wilj > bip' in r0lra&i«g thoöe happf 
'^ * hovirs 
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hoars we have.pa9Sfed logether ; and in my 
oiispas tb oor divine» Cf e^or. I^dl never 
ceasef teiiilnploi^ ittet hhicbdces^ blessi^gs 
may be äioweted upoi^ yoü,*^ ' ' 

'* Oh, Fidelial dear Fidelia ! " exciaimed 
Herminü^ tearai gusbjng fe^m .:Her djfes, 
^rbow tAaiHtever! ibrgive mysetf for thus 
mufdering your ipeace I-^— In seeking my 
awn gratificatida I havfe ' desfeioyed' you !— . 
Y^/^ added she^ moumfuUy, ^* Ifeelthat 
I havie. beto mor^ fatal to you ,by my 
fiiendship^ thait 4hß most cmd ^of yottti 
pdrsecutox^. ' At»i do yoii think that 1 
shall ever «eaae to^dßplbre my 4)\^n selfish-J 
nesss]'. iMÜ ycmr miiset:\\iGdviA^^ ?-^No; 
dear '^FiddiijJ inever shall I know peace 
morey if your heilik arid tranquilKty is a 
sacriöce 40 y<tor . * jrfFetetfeh for me. ' ■ 

«Tbo'genemus 'frieiid/* said Fidelia, 
*^ cease to accuse yöürself, for the at- 
techment that binds me to you is the prin- 

cipal 
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cipal charm of my existence; ahd when I 
cease to love yoa^ or can folget the happy 
hours we have et^oyed tdgdückäc, this heart 
must be cold indeed, and. lost to all pöwers 
of recollection." 

Hermine^ starting»' as ftom a deep re- 
verie^ preßsedJier hand^ and in an imergetic' 
tonje exclaimed» *^ Thank Heaven, there 
does exist a possibility that I may in some 
degree restore your tranquUtity ! — ^1 so- 
lemnly pledge my honour that I will not 
leave this convent whilst you are in it^ and 
I am peraiii/ted to converse with you^ until 
the periodiarriv^s when my fiature destiny 
will be unfx^Med ; . of that^ dear iFidelia^ I 
am as ignorant as you aie^ but I give you 
my sacred word^ that if I am bound by no 
supeiior duties^ but ani \e£t syple mistress of 
myown actions, no temptations whatever, 
shall draw me from tlus convent^ whilst my 
Society is essential to your comfort." 



A flood of tears for some time impeded 
the utterance of those tender and grateflil 
sentiments that overcharged the heart of 
Fidelia ; but when she obtained the power 
of articulaticxi^ a most generous and af- 
fectbnate contest ensued between the 
friaids« FideUa blushed at the weakness 
and inleriority of her own mind^ in compa- 
rison with the oiergetic character^* who 
could oSer to fprego whatev^r advantage 
might be her future lot in life, to seclude 
hersdf in that most dismal of all convents, 
in compassion to her weaknesa; impelled 
solely by the most unparallelled and disin- 
terested fnendship. 

Conscious of a selfishness which her rea- 
son condemned^ she caught a spark of that 
enthusiasm she admired in her friend^ and 
proud to imitate what she admired, sought 
by an esiertion unusual to her feeble mind^ 
to overcome her own fruitless regrets, and 

^ prevent 
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preveat the generous Hermine frbm &a6ri- 
ficing heilself at t^ shriae of friendsbipw 

• ;The effeöt which the DObleness of inind 
evinöed by Hermine on this. occasion, pro- 
duced in the bosom of Fidelia^ piOves in- 
controvertibly the power which example 
has over young minds, whether as tö good 
er evil ; and/orcibly demonstrates the indis- 
pensable duty impbsed on parents and giiar- 
diansj to be nicely circumspect' in their 
choice of associates fbr young persons under 
their. care. . 

Daily experience exemjplifies how much 
more influenae is obtained over us by ex- 
ample, Xhaii by the cold precqjts öf reason. 
Thöse whom we select forcompanions insen* 
sibJy acquire ä dominioh over our heart^ 
and^even their vety fanlts, if we can ever 
opcn ©ur eyes to see such in diose we 
Ime, are bqhdd tfarough the medium of 
partial friendship, that Strips them of the 

-ödium 



pHisffy^öfattilfclinietit, airf^afäujf-r^pi-fesen.' 

föWftgX üttaes. Oiir ^eiiÖtösity' is'- 1*6«" • 
mtdresti«r-.nitJrti'-{^ariiiIj^' tö'ttöfkid arid M' 
aii vnigtbifl3ra<icti^ I^Ö^ti, whos6 errors, 
iif • ouf bpMöh; wgft veiiia; artü such' äs*' 
äffe' bitttbo common in. poiir humanr na-' 
±ix€,- viHerÖ pötfection is not tö ht fbund. 

The mind of Hdelia ha;d recdv'ed' btit " 
-litüe ciütivation — ^nature had done her part 
by* g^vihg h^ Wsihccire'aöll an alFdttibrtäte 
heärtj • a mlTd dfeifeelltroh, arid' 'a gtibd üfti' ' 
dfe!^ridä^rbtft'froi!n'the'"fitst!da^mg'ofV 
rääönt,' wheh- capable of reflectin^ bn'hei' ' 
fnehdK^ »taitibh/ an habltual' d^äctioti ' 
lMid'crdtittipön''her 'Sprits, and lik^a'fei^- 
p6d^>Hitd '^äM' her' ^dnlgs/ arid' dead> ' 
eRei^&y -Wi* fitf'^lriipiöV^enti ör ex-- ' 
t^»k>a' Of>liä;^Wte(^'retäliv(i to a' vröM' 
Äöftt whidP^e Mas tb< be excluded. Höf ' 
donnant facvJÖÖ^' hM' böki "awakefted'at * 
Vai/^i. F ßrslt. 
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first, hy> a fl^ire of app,^ai^g amiabje in 
thc. cycs o'f 1111 .ij^tellijgeii):,,j[oyj^- wo^^ , 
wHq^ Ivul .cQj]Ld^9P{ided Ua .^ek .l\er .,^^. . 
. q^aauitarpe^^ ^md from .tjiat intimacy.. sljip* 
h;\d dfipyed jinoalculaWe advantag^s, .that 
had tapght her to appreeiatje^tjhe y^e, <\f 
such afüeij^— and tp ^^MAupropofÄion 
the irreparable.. lo§s s^ p^st^ P^^^P^,;?!^05 
«oon, have to endure, vvhen ^ jthe, .j:j9pve/ijt t 
opened like a grave to entomb all )ier 
worldly comforts for evcr! ' , r * . »"^ 

j'ir(' '. . i'^ Inj.. . j i — 1^(, : . . *'- .-Lii« 

. eaij^ht, r^sqjvißdi ,not to b.e outcjone,,in[ prp^^f > 
o^Jil)eraJity apd irienckhip. Thqjr, w^r^^ot -j 
•aw/ire,.^h^f evigry sylla^e^^pf their ^^owßr-'f. 

Si3tpr;Marie,^,wlra,ch^j80»)H3^w4lj§^ 
ch^ip^r ,a^Qijp39g, to jP^gpiifl«:^ y%ij4:;tebft'> 
mean. and luawargu^ital^l^qj^i^jpäncei,, .feadij 
ohtai(ned;thQ pß>yer tO(gr^tjfy j|jeiiixisa,tiaW<9;'t 
curiosity of . ?i maljgnqftt,pi^^. ■; j ,;,;,, (,i; 
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Wheh thfeir öonference bmke^ttp, she 
flew to ccänaiunfcatef tlie most plea«uräbte'^ 
tidings tä the, äbbeas^ iorHeimmk; by th'e.l 
pmclommancfe»ölP)heri^ectioa5,iandehet^ r 
in-any point ^e waö earntestirt es^taHishing*, 
had silencedr thö ttö less^ gfen^rous, but tess 
powerful arguniients adduced by Fid<>lia,'i 
against the:volubtary engagement madeby 
the forraer-'^ It wasat iast settled/ that' 
the condition öf : HeiihineV residcnce in • 
the Gonvenit, should t)e^ an uncontrouled ' 
iittimacy with Fidelia, whether as a novice, 
or a nun. 



\ < * 



^^ Did I not feil j^oii/' «Aid* tPie äbbtessy-' 
eioltingly>^ ^^ that i had-^my- plail: weil 
formcd,: and foresaw ithe event^-'öf this* 
fodish predUettibn for the simplß'iibvice* 
Yes, yes^ I uriderst!thd the cajirices^ öf the '' 
heärt, the weakness of ^hürfian nature; by 
a little dexterous managettient we shall 
havo"both fast enough hl good time.'^ 
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Her.aune> once pössessedof her fnend's 
secret^ was^toa considerate to do things fay. 
hdves^ She weU knew the pain^ a generpus 
mind feeb under . sl sense. :o£>obligatioiiy it 
was. her stu% thevefone to prove< she con- 
si^ered herself ^ the favoumd pecscni hy the 
affeotkx« of.Fidelia; aad by : aa «xerfcioii 
of imbre than. coiBmoa/.'dieevfiiliiiesH^ a 
mpre, animat^sd teadfirnessk in esrtry word 
aqfl lopk^ to exeinpUfy . an i ease and tcaii>% 
quility in her owa mindi tbat might com«- 
muziicate itsdf to the bosom of her fiieocL 

Whilst peace and retuming health was 
begJEMUx^g . to d$ym on Fidc^ia^ and the jn- 
trigi^g. Lady Abhe3s was. priding herself 
on the $ucQ^fl/ of t her dohemes^ Lewis iwith 
uijr^nMtöngiidiögence attended. to the in« 
struötiftji^pf: F#ih^ Francis^ and. acquired 
so;much gen^rirtkrtöwledge of men acd 
m^nners, , in Jh^pry, displayed s wh . an iaviJ- 
dity to' comprpheiid every u$eful. scienee^ 
tl^\the,good man, oriß day more than 

usually 



< 



usu^y pteased^ tdhd him, he i^as alresfdy 

mueh bett^ jqudified for ^ tutor and : |^- 

. ceptor , than two thbdsöf those who en- 

Jpy^ hGÜi fopisAäÜM tad ^^oence by 

• their «Utities^ 

r 

. i ' 

^^ You are ina9ter'4>6th öf the G«rmali 

and Eif^idl'langi^es^ youlpossesss est et« 

'celleiM; understaxK^ng^ a «imd of the 

>;greatest capabilkies ; i»d whatis &r mdie 

astimable than either^ yob have an u»cor^ 

rapted heatt^ and Üie atroitgest desife of 

ixnproveiBent, Upon the whole^ my dear 

^pil, I thin\ it high time ~to Write to my 

j&ksids to 1qo]& labout for a Situation for you 

fin some noble family. i know worthy 

people both Hl Italy^ Franoe^ and 'Engbsxi 

'«««-4ieU ime vdiich kingdom tböbld 7you 

prefer?" 

Ahsl Lewis ;preferred neither^ — the 
kingdom df his tnind was in Antenne Fo^ 
rest. He thought vety humUy of his 

F3 abilities. 



>obiIities, but had'fthey tqeit jeßkf -so bril- 
liant};.'he wo»ld have ihad the sstme- re- 

-pügaance to qüittiwg? : that solitery- forest, 
li^hick cöoitaihed allthÄtWas^ va&iabte to 
him in this sublunary world. Bdt '*what 
had he to oppose against the good father's 

judgment aiid dSesire to serve himJ-^He 
stood' alone in the world, Without coh- 

riexiohs or means of subsistence— ^te resist 

,1 

the will -of his benefactor was to iinpose 
upön his benevöfience. The small pittance 
he inherited by the death of his good pa- 
rfents would support him but a very short 
time, and he must either accede' to^the 
igood father's planyor retum to' his former 
.employment. '^ Wduld to Heaven I had 
loever quitted it!" ^cried he^aloud, uhcon- 
ßcious that die father was 'prcsent waitingL 
his reply. 

'^ What jdo you mean, my son,Avhat ig 
it-you reglet having quitted?*' asked he, 
astonislied at His ex^latnation. 

: , Lewis 



, r 
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"'^'^ILöv^sV'^snäixied'öf his tränsport; and 

overpb^red'-^]f 'his emotidhs; buröt'into 

tears/ ^^^ My'gööcf youn^ man,**' Wc}' fhe 

father, ^* operi; ydnf lieart to liie— -^sotne- 

thirig oppf esses" yoü; deal frarikly with me, 

♦ähd äepend lipon my best Services.'^ ' 



j- ./. 



ITlus pressed, and oeing equally a 
stranger to falsehood "or subterfiige, poor 
-LeW^is cöiIÄ} no longer conceal what he 
termed, hW' inexcusable pfesumption antl 
foHy, inhaving nourished ä passion, hope- > 
^less^from - the beginning, and degrading to 
the object he adöred. It was the .samc > 
unpaxdQUöble rtlüctatice to be distant ftoA 
that too charming lady, thät^ had dräw^ii 
forth the exclamation that led io this eon- 
fession:*'' He was sensible 'of his im- 
prudeifce, of his ingratitdae' "aha diaring 
presumpfion; he besöüght'the göod fa- 
'thö-'s advice, *hat he might be aiabled to 
•«tibdtie a höfkilesB '^ssion^ and' gave 'hitil* 
öglfup feiitifely tö hfe^cftPectlibh. ■■- '. ' ' 
• T F 4 Fether • 



\ ■« 



j^^t,9t a diwlosure of }6^i)9i^,J^.J<^ 

fTwitless, anfi* to rcjpie^, tjje jeyil was no?v 

Several cpiwersatipns pa?s^,l?p^ß^n:Üj§«j, 
and whethqr it was the wisdom and kind- 
.ness of .the wofthy inan/ or that .tl^pjong 
cpncealed passipn ^f Lewjs. l^i^g ^nt 
.frjoin hi3 l^pspip^^by Us fb\i(^tjpn.h^d.g^ 
i^aae to his ov^-charged j^pa^rty c^t\Rm }t 
is^ the eiTect oiT their several cQnfi^repiPj^ 
prodjifced in the mind pf Lqwis a d^mx^ 
.^pmposure, a pjacid ^^§^^09 , tp^ s^it^ 
ffmon to his fiiture ^eßtjfiy, ÖWtMgh^ 
'^^t^^r Francjis. , ; 



. fV.» 



\ ' . > • 



This calm induced him to write ini^ 
jpfiefiBt^y :to h}3: fyiends, fonqludipg tha,t 
J}y a i^paradon ffrom He^^niaej the cqmr 
jqion fiffects pf ^b?enQe, a»ight, 9f^4e^ tp 
the .hpi)fJeqsn9s§, va^d »\mQ9t Impf»- 
sibility that.ihjß p^R^oft, ^oMli ]b§ ,^Cöu^ 



.• • 
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n^d or rem^arded^ in a short tlme^tfend to 
tranquilize his mind^ and ptödEice ^en^ 
timents of more advantage to his future 
peace^ akid success in Üie tine chatked out 
for him to püTSue. • 

* . * ■ ' • * 

All parties beiilig now in a State of oon^- 
valescence^ both bodily and mental^ die 
ttme rapidly drew laear whai Fidetia was 
to folfil her destiny. by taking the veil.— ^^ 
Hermine^ Jiad obtained an interview with 
the abbess^ who^ was pr epared to accede to . 
her wishes with mingled dignity and gra*- 
ciousness, without making any studied« 
oompUments^ reniarks, or k)ng ^{]|eeches. . 
Her maimers and- wonfe were corres- 
pondent ; and Hefminey unknowing that 
her request, and the answer to it, were 
fbreseen,' and prepared, . with all the pene- 
tration on which she oertainly valued her- 
seif, was efFectually duped by the artificö 
of:theXrady Abbess; and while she-con'- 

F 5 gratulated 
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gratulated herseif on her success, the other 

iiiiunphed in her deception. 

I • . 

: .Three weeks only vvere irow to elapsc 

before Fidelia was- to renounce the world ; 

and it was admirable to see her daily pre- 

paring Avith cheerfulness tö embrace a State 

•caforced upon her by her unnatural con- 

nexions. /^ I know not," said she, one 

day, " why my fatho- extended my time 

of probation, but I sometimes wish I had 

beeil permitted to take the vcil a twelve- 

moi;itb ago. . I have w ritten to him of the; 

fxact time long since, and again within 

this month. He ha3 not answered my first 

letter on the subjeety which surpriz6s me ; 

vvhethcr he will favour me witb a farewell 

^ Visit I know^ not, nor ought I to be anxiou^ 

about it, when so soon to bid adieu to the 

inhabitants of a world I cannot regret, and 

when I am to look to a world beyoncj this 

for justice and eternal happiness." 

She 
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She looked up with ^ an angelic smile, 
then tuming to Hermine, ** Come, my , 
dear friend, no grave looks, rejoice ^ith 
me that I sh^B escapQ th^ :ten)ptation and 
sin that has entailed npoh my mother 
etemal anxiety, terror, and shame, and one 
äay^ I fear, no less remorse for tlle dis- 
grace and punishgient ^xtended to me. — 
Come, I have done with this subject for 
ever, let us go into the garden.- ' 

• 

They rose to leave the Chamber, when 
an event took place that desen^es ariöther 
chapter, ffom its importance to the futui-e 
happiness of those, for whom we hope our 
readers begin to be interested, 
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HE t\yjp fnjäud? a)t ,tjh^ cba^Tyer dppjr 

" St:9p, stop, retiom^'* sa^ 9^e, " Fidelia;, 

, I have news for ypu ; y^OÄi YfiU PP?S€ntly h^Vj^ 

a visitor.'* — '^ A visitor!'* exclaimed Fide- 

lia, ^Ms it my cruel persecutor, my guar-. 

. dian, or is it, can it be. my father ?" 

'^ Compose yourself, my child, it t6 your 
father, — ^for J heard him ask for his dear 
ehild, his Fiddia!-ohe is with the abbess. 

- I 



J 



4IPP^IW ww»?- :}0g 



Ita/BL to prepare you.-fT-Adieo> ptaj co^ 
'pppe y^ifSf^.'' The ^^istpr h^ scarce]/ 
1^ tbß ;FM» bfiftjre ♦ «iB»w»i? came fbr 
:|^i4^ to attend JJijB jwlgur.^^^ Pray, rny 
4m fiwd, ^uHK?i*.ia^4)3{,ypi^r preeenc^/* 
a^d .4*?x • ^ 1; )lp^W A<^ why I shodd b^v 
^ptps %i^^x;y^^ 1 w|s}» iny father had not 
come/*— *A seco^ xpe^^^xjger cs^ne^ ^^ her 
father was impatient/' with trembling steps 
she desp^nded^ ^ad in s^^^ mpiqente found 
h^rself IQ ^ ^nns pf ^parent» 

*' Ä^. ^«v Fidriife iRy Joflf «iffering 
ehUd!'* f^xic^med he,, " yq^ sojripws are 
fnded .«-^jPat^npä now triuaiphs, . , and niy 
child ßb^il be welccwedi tp (feß fep«© q( 

i • • . ^ 

A i^ippwi esc^ped Aa Kp9 of Fid^«> 
and she sank sensdenfs ^m Imm^^ ^-r 
fore he had the power to support her. — 
Tj^ usi^al rei^ßdies yf&t» adxmmt^^, and 

i^spo» reöHpied to liftt ^^JWy&thcr>? 

Said 



,v 
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Said she fainfly, *' in löss.thäh'ttoreewlieksi 
-r- — ** ' *I-kttow what you would say.," re- 
turiled lie, ef^bVäcitig Her;' ♦ ^«^f ^ha^^'b^eri 
in 'agonifts' lest-T^shöüld Halvö" mistafceh the 
timtfj büt, thank'iledvÖi ääl 'fe isäfe/' -My 
dearest girL lobk uji.^ wMfi *' lK){ie antä (iohfi-. 
dence; Iknow,. I amsiir^j^ ia-mcmastic Irfe 

iS' not yoiir völuntary dKDifcfe.'^' ^ — • *' ' 

, . . . . , . . 

^^ But if It sJwAild b^ proved"to you,-' 
Said the abbess^ *^ tHat your piöus danghfer 
has long since renounced eVery worldly ex- 
pectation, .and lc(öks -iorward With h^pe and 
joy to the höur thät consecrates her to the 
sei-Vice bfv Heaven, — I trust you will not 
presuiT^^I ifmligiously tö exert any rights, or 
make use of any persuasions to bcnd her 
iDind from this holy purpose, and in so. 
döing, Jdraw dbwil the vengeäÄce of HfeäVen 
tfpönhej« atidyourselfi'* -^^- ^^'^ '* 

r ■ ' ^ ■» 

•r > ' ■ . • . t . t 

- ' "My child,'*- aitt^^erdahe, « isÄowia 
fr^ ageijtj I will s|>eak-önly>'*facts^ Ähd 

leave 
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leave her. own. election uhbiassed and 
ünconttouled. To begih, my Fidelia, thät 
too feithful aunt, and I am sorrji tü^ay, 

r 

your greatestenemy, is now nümber^d^ with 
the dead. — ^I have also buried a Ibvely and 
beloved girl near ten years of age, which I 
regardjäd as a juk and desjerved rjetributiort^ 
'fof we idölized hfer/' • Herc« he stopt for 
several moments much a^itated^ and^then 
proceeded; > ^ "', '} 

^^ My wifcy your Nunfortunate and now 
repentanjt mother, is^ confined to her room 
totally helpless by the pal»y ; — ^and this ac* 
cumulation^ of sorrows we have deservfed 
by our uiviatural ireätment of you. — I 
seized the momeilt , of remorse which 
burst on the mind of your unhappy mo- 
ther, and asserted those rights I had so 
long resigned into her hands, by insisting 
upon restoring you to the palemal it)of and 
the arms of yöür patents^ Your eider brd- 
ther, an.amiaWe youth.of seventeen> for 

the 
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the first time heard be had a. mster; hb 
CQnjured nie to set olF^ .and let him ac^ 
Qompany ' Qf^e-T-nhe now waits in the outor 
park)ur.-^T-*your mother is impattent to fe^ 
•C4^lve your fcH-giv^ess, to enfold you in her 
arms; and I, my dear child^ I can now 
indulge my feelir^ without infringii^ those 
.VOW6 I ought never tp liave niade. .Sudi 
i» the situalion to which I invite you, Yet 
if your heart revolts against u&— if Heaven 
as . a punishment for our sins^ has entirely 
estrangad' you from your parents^ your re- 
latives and country*— if you carniot find 
happinesß yxmr^ify in so lai;gely contrif- 
buting to our Juture peetcCf^^Yon are fre^. 
m^.dear^ mucb injMi^d child**you are at U«- 
berty to chooee for youradf^ and denounce* 
US wretched fof ever l*' 

The {^dy Abbess seemed {nepared to 

bcgin her harangue ; Fidelia stopt her by 

[!a respectfiil motio^ of her band, " l wisb 

to spare you andxnyself unniecesBary trouble, 

madam/. 



late jap»,the |ibeiiy'pllowedto<niej ^y jcleo- 
^^flÄT¥'?l»J^jtt)j&,^v>ße togivepeaQe 

Wy ;tn3ßt. I. qh^l.ob^erve cvery religious 
,duty;,i^-^t^ry|efi^y in 4py rcloaeti, ,4s in ^ 

.fici^l Ip ijaj^^llQW.cn^tJüafe^AS^ttr^ly I m^ 

.thef, w^ QQtt^.Irpresume to^iope, dr9w:op 
xne jtbe dtsplea^mFe of ,5>i«r .Akoii^y jia- 

xo strpngrri>hhg^tiQV^ t)f such mfignit)^ 
,to ^s depr, .afli^aWe yfWjg. ^ady, thatrPp 
4Korldly.9UuIl^Ifl«n|s^cw pqs^Jy sup^oedg- 
Jn Ukmg xne fy<mi her. . you can ;J;i£^ve bv^t 
^ !Baa^4uffp flf piy Lesart j aqd yp^r pocr 
Rdelia wijB Jbe joyJ^ ^nd un^iappy, ev€«i 
h(k the a^ms jq( h^r par^t^^ if ßhe jeave» 
Ibesi^r pf her ¥0i4 lOrV^om ypv^are inr 
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Here a mo^afFecitionate tontest ieht^üetl 

between Hie friends. FMelja^prbtfe^g isfie 

-W6üW tieft j^o'withDift heir-^thfe tAi^Iy'agi- 

täte^a -m : ^ Dotff^as ^ntrek^tf 'HMfii^ iicit 

io ' depri ve hilrf'X)f ; his child!, but to' clins&it 

^tb ' aecompant them^--ailil" thö abb^Ss et!« 

ra-ged couldTlscdrcely cöntairl hmeff withih 

' the ^bbunds' <rf decency, when she lecL 

liii-ed Fidfeliä OÄ her own' apostacy^ and her 

ho l^ss wrcked ehcfeavAurs to' peilHert 'tlite 

'liiind of 'Herrhine^^ Ät len|^ the tears 

änd entrcaWes of heV father; but more the 

• flriTi atrid avowed resölutibn öf ^ä-'frfefiä, 

•from ffiät h<>ür tö' »brtjäk off' alttbrth^ ad- 

qüaihtance -ör.dcairVesp^dericeSVith Fiddia 

if sKe* did *!hot cdmply tnlK^thfe requisitioh 

of her pat^ty dAernfifried the^ftiäld Cxf^ thb 

lätter tö vSübmit tö ihe paihflil *^fjitf^dh 

she'foiihd it^4mpössib!e to aveid, •' But she 

subrfiitt^ %ith'*^tcH evident rehictance, 

arld'Äd V^'atrtlye^piätiäted on the vittüeand 

goodness^ öf wfmiti^, am her ö\^Ti inimea- 

6urable obligations to her, that Mr, Doug- 

las 



las *f epeaf esdly \ürged her to''g6 witTi'her 
friemt'tb England, — Hermihe, ho\^ever, 
to quälify her refosal^ ässured Fidelia she 
woüld contirfüe to stedy • the Engli^h lan- 
guage prepäi^atory to makfhg hc;r a vi&it,-^ 
if $iifeh an a'rrarigement was in the chapter 
of pösfiibilities at a certain period ; Fidelia 
whö knew to Avhatshe alluded^ inlhe feniel 

- . . . T 

tincertainty 'oi her future destiriy/fyt but 
little comfört from such an engagemen^, 
tho' she knew tHe word of Hermine might 
be relied on äs far as her power extended. 

r ■ • 
( • r • • 

. \ . '■ ■ , t 

■ 

^r, , Douglas concludmg the agitated 
spirits of his daughter wanted r^st, axxd the « 
Society of her frieftd, woüW hot^theri- intro- 
duce his son, and by her fedvice, he pto- 
.posed going to the mönastesy of St. Hu- 
bert^ an4 there claim the höspitality of Fa- 
-ther Francis, He charged her to be prö- 
pared by .the followiiatg'äay, a& every mtr- 
ment would appear an age in the arixioiis 
heart of the sorrowing mother. 

Great 



. ' Gveat was .the cHsappointineBt> a»d aU 

jxxost intolerable the. vexatiu»[i; ijf^t^ ovev* 

whdined the Lady Abbes&imd her cabal nt 

the sec^ssion of Fklelia from tbf^ ix>miiia« 

. nity. With exireine diiRwlty diebad re- 

:pressed the vidwce oC her indügüatton^ but 

the decided resolution of Henbitte imposed 

rJt;)Qunds to^her rage^ and induoed lier to es* 

ipness only ragrets for thoit If)5s €>f F^delia^s 

«n ofiering wprthy of Heayen; 'wiüxnlt 

mingliogitf^y ai^niy m her kments at the 

resolution f }\e bad jtake» of forq^iog the 

prospect of peace and tranquilKty, to mix 

f isrith a turbulent World whi^^ teoipfeiftioiK 

.and f^i wouid perpe^Ky .assait her- Säie - 

^hQPQur^JJtei^mh^ withsQEne ddicgte öenk- 

.plioients on b^r Mrei^th of vmä, m nßhhf 

.peeseverip^ to dp what her eoRfiKaence told 

J^er was right and prOjper;^.and augured tfae 

happieBt .^fiects both to her, wi^ldly »ul 

^.et^rnal weUarß^ sfroa» the enefgy öf her 

cl)»ra^erc 

Whem 



Where is the^ imail -simng enoügh to 
resist the iiißitiuatiiig' V^ice of^ ddicate'^ 
praise/ivhdii condcious öf^hatkig- perfonned- 
aduty at tiie- expeftce oiP feelitig ? • Her- • 
nmte had remeted^the^ strön^t- temptation 
ÜMS wwld could öffer her, tö leave a situa^ 
tiöti never agreeable tö her, aiid^ now wheni 
deprhred of the only charm^thatmadö' it 
hemki&y the Society of Fiddia^ jshi^häd tio^ 
thing to consde her fbi* tbM - irr^rafole 
lossy no comfort ta-hope^f^' nbfe^skigle^ 
being left to mtereisther htert, ^»rw^ whom- ' 
slie could hold unreserved' commtinieation* 

Thas thinking the kindness bf Äie abBöss ' ■ 
was mo^ opportune tö gmtify heir sd^löve^ 
and raise the sacrifit?^ ^^Md M^ie iö pnn^ 
ciple^- even in het^own estifHätioüv'as^oine* 
thmg'beyond die> Obligation of a duty>' al* 
most an act of superrogatiort,- which'^eil- ** 
titled her to praise and esteem— -Hermine 
was gratified,«and the wary abbess had 
foüad thö road to her hearti Fattery di- 
:i ' rect. 
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reqt, öhe wQuIdrhave dief^pised, but she töok 
credit tp herseif in the violenbe she had 
dß^^jtto her.m^rt^^tlon;* and in.Hhis vül- . . 
ner^We cc>rn.et:öf h§r \^^b she^ läy open, to . 
tUe;iairtftü blandiöhoaent^ ,öf the abbess.— 
In sl^prt tjermine .y^s nOt wfthout hfer sex's 
w-eakue^^j.tfip'.^je li^d pnfefgy rfcharacter.* : 
Ini 3j!thpii^»Ö iostances- we may haVe.Qb-S 
serv:ßcl.:Jjbe :gooä,;eflfe*Cts otrCompUnjenting • 
pe0j^.l.e.on,yiröiÄ^ whicii somfetimes there i's 
ü>}ly ft. s^ipfejapijfe oGrif % a myid> of any 
fQtrling, .Whether -urgcd by .pirincipte or 
sba4i>^,; li^iU pften-times vbe stiTjcik. by imde- 
served praise, and hasten tojustify the judg- 
iue:i)^'fl)aj flattered their self-lovcy by doihg 
n:jot:^,'tl|i^n ^ssuming a virtue-r^ by an ex- . 
entiöRj ($Si Ih^i; po^^ers fco make those vii*- 
tu^itlieir 0H^ti,3vhich in duß timje jsnayhave . 
th$^;\vjsked för efFeöt in the.tenorof their 
futjLi^e.cpnductt! i- ? u; i 

\ Hermü^ wanted nosuch stimübtive ta - 

virtue Jtis true, but she enjöyed thi? JAist . 

.1 praise 
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praijö sjip jdpserve^'. and,!?erTjpind was^t^,. 

endearments and f^t^Hp^ops[q(. her ifi^ud;;,/ 
and when Fidelia was.silenöed by a deter- 
minatipn sfe^ weli kiie,^ ^vould B^ev^ef b^ip^- 
ceded . fram, . : her. - looks spakq , . un^tterable 
thüags* ««1 ;5«>JT?i?plM ^pflnvBe,to hasten.; 
frayrcj hprjjffaarab^jjg^jfl TCturn to hec gwn, 

:ori3({.''>. r, i; !;•;-• •/;i)()ö ',.i jn:;!;!'/!! .jn;-nf 

%i itiiWftTlt^ <^fl; .HßiWe, ^tl^^ -tjip)t vi^c 

feelii»g>f,»f f^ß]:\ipt^fifio}«4jA^t^pre pi%.; 
common salutations tojjj; .place.. jj/Ip-.a,. 
short time they were summoned to the 
parlopEjijt^ A? i'jfiß^'ff'pe suiiprize,«f 
I^ilfSTOhfWit^^cMf • P9"IÄas,.and his son . 
cgp»?,;i?'i%!i.;^'-¥ici^j, ajjtli^^Lewis,, j^e,. 
H\9r s^R^4ie?,trq^ä^a£it^te(^,.,,a9r, was. 
oujt/heroin^ (jijjl^ coijip^ifqd. rit was the.. 
fiM.tiWtji4elia>d se<m,bitn^ ^i9ugh hi« 
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mvAe had ^ beefr oÄert iriöifiöned 'by^ Hef * ; 
mlne, when spesäsiag'pf tHe* wofdiy' faniBy- * 

• - l 

- Thef süi^ise and ia^dtic^« beisäöie'ge- 
neral, Yöung^' Douglas -was- preschtet to> 
and encharitöd'with his nöi^found^ sister, 
whöse sweetniss of niänners, ahd-terider' 
receptiorf t>f him y 'se^med* <d^ jpenetrafe hi» 
heart. Hermine he addressed äs a superior 
bfeing-'-*^!:^ haiii fiöisM^hfer chäractö^*^ öhd 
adbred' hier Ibr her kindhfeäs te ^FldeBaj but 
hei* incoihpat^e beatity; thie d%fiity* of 
hfer^mann^röi and^the larf of^fashioirt^tfeät^ 
aiXcoihpanied her' 'ivoi'äSy' sth^ him • wkÜ • 
atpe'andädniiratiöhi'^^ '•' ■ • ''-^ '» ^ 

'•' ' l^J ; ! , ,- .' /'»Ilt .1..'. i'.Oi;/ 

Le^ ;had n* tittSeraric* ti Wfeälings,i 
fJr they wefe' k'^^fe-iÄiost^ rhdaäthbly 
cömplexion; ' -'^itf- good-FatKÖ^''#rai«eiS ^ 

f * • I 

akmfe pfÄServed his Äsüäi" cömposurte; äria-' 
aft^ the iirst •^^fMfia'; salüte, ^diibt-Wi-- 
Doiigiaö'WaS joMrig thfe häads'^4ife's<^'' 
' • and 
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I 
X ■ 

«nd daughter^ he addressed himself t^ 
Hermine^— ^^^ My dear daughter, I am th6 
harbinger o£ jpyful news-^— the interest jois 
have takennn the fortunes of this good 
youth, assures me you will be happy to 
hear he is in a fair way of being most 
coiTifortably situated, ajxd for which he fe 

in a gj5ea^ measure indd)ted to you.'*- 

♦ 

" To me!" exdaimed Hermine, wth 
great emotion* 

The father then exjJainedi — '* In st , 
conv^sation with Mr. Douglas the pre* 
cedijag : eyening, that gentleman had ex-^ 
pressed a wish that his son, being now on 
the Gontinent, could meet with a wortby 
intelligent per*son . to trav;el with hiö> 
^h^qiigh Germapy, Italy, and • France, to 
p(^eqt hiii^ jn the langu^es^ an4 give him 
arjuat idea. of men and .ma,qin^s inijtl}^ 
different kingdoms* Igladly ayailed my- ^ 
seif oif this opportunity/* continued . the 
voL, XI. ' G, father. 
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Äiher, ^^ to speak of Lewis, as he de- 
^rved to be spoken of* Öf inen -and 
manri'ers he knew nothing; of languagei? 
in the purest style, of honoür, integrity, 
ind every divine and moral precept .a$ 
spöhtantous from tHfe heait, hfe knetv every 
thing — of the wdrid he was ignprant, but 
he had a mind not to be cofrupteä by the 
artificial allurements of pleesure, nor swayed 
By the^pmspects öf interest or fortune, ; 

^^ With such a companion I told him he 
Ihight trast his sotV; ^^aiid an intölligent, 
honest, ti^veffing vafet, I Had no döübt, 
bot ori enquiiy, some friehäi öf-näiM^'at 
5^öftville, could prociire -for hlm; In 
Jjibft, 'my*good daughter, Lewis is -äi&feady 
ÜMed as a cbinpäniön,' und i^rnäthing of 
ö- preceptor, to yoüng Douglas. I häve 
«ent ofF,a- Courier to Thionville, anä^ ^Mi** 
Öciu^äs leäVes his son!\yith mtf'4iÜ I dan 
«gttie their projected töur upöti ä pföper 

<'-i^^* ^^ Hermine 



-^Herinine lutd #i(K the greatesit difHcuIty 
stnzggied tö .cepreßs.the emotions die feit 
at ths uriKpäoledi abd . mrf very- f^asing 
intälligende.«^^ Ah!" /«her tnentaily ex- 
claiiiie^v Otitis Mr.: Dou^as is tö deprive 
me of all I lAcßt inve, ' ör. vahi^ lipon eardi. 
When Fidelia leaves me, I havie no longer 
ai ccnbpamon'' Llovä ;i > and if iLewiiB quits the 
fonestv ipeifeq** foi' ever, J lose the only 
friendifwliose kiiid offices Imight depend 
vfoui^'r) She r^sed her downcast eyes 
Irätoi'^s ^äinful rö6olle€tion/ and met 
lH©9e:of Lewis, Jfiked: bn h^r with a;kx>t 
€if such toudhbig n^^n^öly^ that onabl^ 
toi bslurntlbir lexprk^cm,' she t^e^ atiA 
hastily uttered- a few unintj^liigibfe wor<fe 
of congratulatiön on hls prospects, and 
;thKi goifeted tdnie Pouglä^ ßmiüy. 

^JH^^jüeloii coHn^t h^^Uand,^ and buifst ititb 
-aD'*oaioK>1^ ^1 tbai^s,: utBsible to speak a 
aifrc«rii4iJHßr isfheip(most'dcrne$tly repeatejd 
faia70]m»b8tidn>> atid besoxight h^r to cön- 
iKii/iM G2 sider 
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o sider thie home of Fideliai>asi her home; 
and whatever herdestiry.might bä, always 

' to remember she had.. fri^ids who woidd 
fiy to miei^t her wherevi* «he .shoQH''be5^^ 
and cdnduct her to a hou^se ithaf >\^ld'b6 
honoured by her residaidi itiib. 11. >,n 

I " • f • • • ; '" * < 

HenniniB feit the füll force;! of ithi^ J^ind- 
fiess, aad madelJa süitable retunk^ ;but the 
' parting betweed Iheltoswo fiiends ;canttot';b^ 
describedi and only heärts of true''sen€p 
bility can form an idea" öf.'i. At lehgthiMrl 
lDcÄ?g}äs tbre the jiductarit Fideliä from tH^ 
flfffns.pf her friert^^r =^o flow immfcdiäteiy 
^p her .di^mber, ,p«4 4^ut hersdfi inr^fcaf th^ 
i^estpf Ihe i(Ji^,iM,., . ' - h^n^üm J''»^i.:[ 

It was not without .paiftr Ümä »yoerig 
Douglas relhiquished the pleasure of re- 
tupning with bisriaister,; ^l^mxj hßi^r^dy 
loved and adWk«d;t'butf the natiäwd. spra- 
" pensity in' Juvenile niinds.fi)r trmyiirig,'. to 
aplore 1hose delightM .cQuntriÄs.fieprd« 

sented 



/ 
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sented as the garden of Europe, ^ to behold 
those indescribable curiosities of nature 
and airt^. fhe inexhaüstible theme of every 
writer both ancient and modern, and lastly, 
the'unexpected pleasure of having a young 
companion, in :the room of a surly, pe- 
dantic pedagogue, who would embitter 
every expected delight by harsh restrictions 
and etemal moralizing — ^all these motives 
oombining, servecl to cönsole Frederic 
Douglas for the loss of ah amiable sister, 
so lately found that he could hardly be 
supposed to appreciate her worth, or have 
.an afFection for her yet rooted in bis bosom. 

* Büt what was to console Lewis, to traa- 
x)uilize his mind, when separated from. 
:Hennine, who now !more than ever de- 
.manded; tiie tfender soKcitude of a friend^ 
wüen thö.oaly one she h^d selected was 
tbm from her ? — Alas l no hopes, no pros- 
.pects/ifibrded to him the least mitigation 
of fads ri^et and aiRiction— hiß heart was 
• G 3 ^ agoni^ed,^ 



\ 
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agonized^ he would have giyeni the world^ 
and every thing in itböt .Hßnniiie,:that he 
ivas still a humble wood-cuftar iki.thßiAn^ 
xest, cönte»t and unaspiriiig, sä yAtesi'ihe 
toiled to- Support bis agedi relatimsi 'THe 
knowledge he had gleaned fdnly seFV^ ta 
make him wretched, and hß/ was now a 
passive Instrument in the hands qf FaÜia 
Francis, to be directed by itm ^^1 aad 
pleasure. *^ Yet, what ingratitijdßAI{..';ßx>- 
claimed he, as his heart smote hkrk;i'"lß&w 
basely dp I requite tlie lündness'of.that 
good man ! — Can he derive ^y benaßfe fram 
my advantages, is^it not ^solelyriihy good, 
my future welfare, that he has in view ? — 
Oh ! yes, I know, I feel^ the füll welght of 
my obligations, but, neyertbeless I am^ veiy 
wretched ; I cannot dissemble witli :ihy x>wn 
heart, nor I fear conceal my sorrows firom 
the penßti^ting eyes of my Ibwe&ctot TT 

His solüoquy was interruptedflby? Mr. 
Douglas,— *" The good pries£ t#i eiiie^ I 

< ' ' ' am 



\ 



am to pass ^ week hei;e bpfore nvc begiQ 
pur töur^ an|i he is to give us a füll i^ight 
of information for cur n)¥itu|Ll l)ef)^.— * 
Mean thne yoi^ i^ußt fashipn:iny;}anguag($ 
more correctiy,. fpr I know ^my French is 
d^ective^ and I will te^h you tbe rudi* 
m^ts df the English. All this l>u$ipe§$ 
fcj(l|tw$ea tije friaü wd qrtr^elves, with § vieit 
IKHni^imes to the ^Oiw^nt to see that dit^ 
raae frieod of my sijMerX aiid possibly a 
fei« pretjty ^rl^ witfe fess of th.e goddes^ 
i^bftA ,tijat .diguified. ^orsrryj^ith &U this 
mixture.of proßt and ^easüf^, we may 
cx)ntrive to slip through this said week 
tiolerably well.'* •. .' 



. Th.e g^iety of heart whieh app^ared to 
apimato young Douglas^ by no'ipeans cor 
resppQded wijth^ jthe feelings^of Lewis.; h* 
had not a spark of leyity i|i bis compositioli^ 
nor Gould aay, expected amusements give 
ease^to the tprture of a ipind diseased.— 
Douglas^, looking eamestly in his face^ 

G 4 exclaimed, ** 



exclaimed^ ** You seem ill, can I giet yoti 
any thing?** *^ Nö/* replied Lewis, ea- 
deavooririg tb rouse himself, " ho, Sir, I 
ain not ill^ that is I have no bodify com- 
plaihts.— rAud possibly y^u- will laitgh al 
those local attachments 1 feel to thisYorest 
and its environs, from whence I htfve nevef 
strayed ; and frankly confeiss, it is with un* 
utterabl^ regret that I sball quit the sceine 
of my juvenile years, where labour watf 
'«weetened by health and content^ and 
where my hopes and Wishes were bounded 
%y my own power of gratifytng them," 

** A fine sort of vegetative life ! ** cried 
tlie other, with a loud laugh, ^^ so you 
prefer being a feller of tree$ in .the » ro- 
mantic, gloomy Forest of Ardenne; to 
emerging from obscurity, and becoming a 
denisen of the world." 

^ ^* 'Tis not unnatiiral/* replied ^l^e^'is, . 
" tö prefer the good we possess ta. the 

doubtfui 
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Houbtful prospect of experiencing at least 
a concomitonce bf evil, with the good we 
have in view ;— eise why are all those lessons 
of catitiöusprudeiice, of virtue^ integrity, and 
ecoriomy, äö sfedniously inc\jlcated by the 
gdod.fatiiär^.liut to giiärd me from tempta» 
tion^ I have nev^ experieticed^ were it not 
cfeH:ain(r niust enconnter ivith them in thig., 
worid so new to me V*' -'^ * 

^^ ITproti'üiy sbül^'* excTaimed Pifedericy, 
•^ybii -'Ate ift^'dAlige?6f bectjifaing a stoic^ 
a philosbp^^f of the ' wöbd» at tiineteen f I 
cähncÄ blfoteei? Bat latigh that ihy intende^ 
yöüthfui preceptoi- is 'Abtolutely a novice, 
and with all his profound acqüirements, 
must dtaw:upon me forhis knowledgeof 
life; — an exeellent joke this* "But nevcr 
mind, you shall mpraMze and teach me lan^ 
* giiages in the niöiming tö famish my head^ 
arid *f will takö the office of a preceptor at 
night^ 'toshcw you the world and its de-^^ 
fightfür varieties^ — to humanize yoiir ideas^ 

G § an(i 
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and instruct you i^ tl;ie language- df th^ 



heart." 









It miist be c^i^fessed^'V Said ^Leijn^ 

1^ that at seventeen, your ^dea» seemj^ Jbip 

j)retty extensive ; and I ^ep ^very ,p|aWy that 

J am perfectly , Auiquaiified for th^ «^tiop 

allotted to n:^ throygh the p^ifjity of.^ 

good father.'* ^ ,: / a -. . a 

« 

" You never was n^<»g nustakeiii^'* re- 

tomed the otlhi^r, ^\s^J^^ ^ ^^ rtW«8- 
I should de^st ^g^^l^isc ,a?iii^(pedan|:ic, 

conceited,avistef^[g0\ffTp<:)r;7r:^ ^hott^dlpad 
ÄUch a one aiwr^tcltied life/änd fajil jnto ,a 
thousand eqrprs from ßn .Qbstinatß:ayei^kffi 
to his tedious hoznilies^ and purposdy 4p 
v^ and. morti% him. - ; 



«• - 



^ ' Now you . are very %i^c^ ^ it S|^iöÄ>pajRMi 
quite wise enough^tq ixKitr^ct» nie, ip ^ J 
>vant toknow; thatis a pornpe^tfi^t.kjapMi^- 
ledge öf languages, and all thCjgpqcJv »iax- 



unis 



fiits ]EQ|} ;have piqked Up ist the fori^t^ an^ 
imder the S9ge inaltruetions o( ijie gocxf . 
priest* — A& to the extensicNi pf my idea# 
at seventeen,'— poor fe}lbWr ypu announc^ 
at once your ignorance of th& world by yöur 
obsenvalien. — Why, with iis a yp^tb of sß» 
venteea is a thorough adept in every en-r 
ehanting System that the great and the 
gay \!o}uptiiai4e3 of pleasure l^p esta^ 
bUshed as the test of fashion- 

V 

l ' • 

" Formetly indeed^ there were obsole^ 

eustoms of ccfnfining youth q£ both sexes, 

from a ]^p»c^ledge of manku^id and it^ 

manners^ undef the care of wise and pisu;^ 

ioXks, uutil their- prßcepjts and examples 

wa-e engrafted upen the hearts of theirpu- 

fäsy and sliupified them in^ ggg^ dpmestic 

animals for Kfe. But thankÄ;.fp thp en-: 

Bghtened nianners,of the j^ I live in, 

French Abbes, (that possibfy could not 

live in thdr own country; but condeseend 

to disburtfaei> %h^ g^ntry 4r Engfend of 

their 



13^ TEr&FSASANT OF 

their money and their morals,) tako. the 
• lead in the direction of youth;— aifti as 
their general System of öducation is-kx in, 
ttie extreme^ and their sole view to please^ 
the pupil, and blind the parents, they» rarely 
' give u& cause to complain of restraint^ 6^ 

\)öre US with too many lessons. 

< 

**^ Iliäd' a deviHsh good natured feUow^ 
and we did very well together; — ^kept each 
other's counseX and made my unsuspectingy 
easy father perfectly happy. — ^Besides, he 
"was the darüng of my mother^ and that 
was enough. About dght mbnths ago 
^ the poor Abbe died of a putrid fever in three 
days ffom being taken iU, and his disorder 
being so pestilential^ none of us cöuld see 
him; ' though I have been told he fte- 
queritly called upon my name, and im- 
plordd my pardon for the injüries he had 
dohe me, and hoped Göd would forgive 
him for the sins he had cötr>mitted against 
me, — ^The poör wretch raved to bq sure, 

ibe 
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he'must have lost his senses^ for no injuries 
hod he done me ; — oti the contrary, he was 
the most obliging fellow in the world. 



• r 



*^ Well, I lost my fnendly. .gbvemor, 
we were all sonyi as to my mother, she 
has never held up her head sinoe^ and is 
now c(»ifined to her room, for life they say, 
in a paLsy.—trI was resolved against having 
another censor, lest I should not meet with 
one equaily kind and lenient as my former 
one ;-^and the difficulty of finding a tra- 
velling companion, has tili now suspended 
' Ihat scheme from taking place, 

*^ The death oT foiy young sister, and 
the illness of my mother, produced to 4ne 
the surprising discovery of this Fidelia, pfent 
up in a cloyster. — What a devilidi lucky 
escape for the poor girl,— to change a 
nun's voöation for a life of joy and fashion ! 
I gladly came with my fäther/ delighted 
witb any thing so novel,— and being so faf 

advanced^ 
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ftdv£^ced, nrf good dad was desirous that 
I should proceed^ if a wprthy companion 
eo\iki be foiuid^. Such a companion as I 
could wish, my good genius has pointed 
put, aad puliual improvemant shall be the 
ocder of the day ; — for my little Abbe^ 
thoogh bis Frerich,. (betwcen us,) wa» 
confounded patois, — ^was yet perfectly weit 
acquamtedr wkb üfe ; and has inkiated me 
» thoroughly by theöry, into the customs^ 
and maiimers^ of France mi Italy, that I 
have no doubt, ihough only seventeen, but 
I stiall hav^ the pleasure of conveying in- 
formation to my sage preceptor, wbo 19 
two years oldef.^^ ^ . 

• • « 

JL^wi^hadJ attendedto the stränge Kttfe 
iiistory pf tbis knowing youthj with equät 
^o^ishniejk ai|d disgust- — ^His mkid re^ 
volted against s\Jeh a companion, "wljose 
.fevity, and lax principles promised him» 
neither hopQur aor pleiisure. If the f Qung 
mea c^ .äie wocld .in generale were protö- 

types 



i^ga«p:«?f Fr^*nC;,I>o!ttglas, what a Strange 
fig^^g^u^t, hß Wke among such; witfe > 

. : F«<?grifi ipögfi^ I^, froiij ijeflection by 
»tap;«^,4Jie§h9v»l^.T7" pJme, come," 

^d te» g«ly> ff;C(^;^frlbi8 fiiSt Imeson of 
p«ie iSDo^^itipe, Je)t ij^^go to the con^ 
vent now."^ 



« ' ^4 A ^ * j 



Z**^ tl%^;;ccovent,n rep^ted Lewis, 

J<*i*Wg.j >1 ."Whq Mo ;)¥m wapt. to see, .there ? ■* 

" ]W^fe3f4) tb€5.cJiH«^ beautifui friend of my 

^g^y;^ rt^ug^i, bet«^35i oiirselve$, sheis too 

iQUch pfa^livinity for, n^« ^omg as ske 

is^^hj^ k)ql^^o,4j^^d^ a?,,^^y;c^l haugh- 

. ^e§$) t^jat I wp,%y ijüthac wigji tp ^see what 

fSorf of giK^s jare bunecl th^r^^ wljo, wpuld be 

tl^^fvili % .jk y.outftg l^lby's notic^.'* 



i'i I i-.: / ■''. ; 



. nAgßin,J^^ 9t»r^dßt Um, ßXkd in «ther 

^digturbßid! void^, t<M hm» ^Mbat Hiwa» 

not IJk^Iy JferjOWl« ^o^^dinee^ve bis visiUj? 

> - and 
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arid mucH less profeblethät4i6*^ould*'B 

• • • r 

any'giris, for-that he had ftevär 'seefl" öfee, 
not even Fiddkj tiUtfte pd^Gd^Aup*^' • 

Douglas löoked very bteftk/ arid vöry in^ 
credulous, but 'huiÄming a <ün6'4i6i- left 
the room j aiid '^LfeWiS^ rejoifcöä^. -tha^^Hfe 
could retire an* bimmüiiiöatfe<'A<4iafe'fMia' 
passed to Father Francis. .v/e::. Ury 

Young Fredenoihean tin*6-Vai^4rf to- 
wards the com^e^it t^li^to-^intfepidity^ 
qwired by the corrupi: ^Hicipks ^ of.d flJssi- 
pated preceptor/t0 WKööe '(Bä^'h^^had^tih- 
förtanately'been*6Önflded b^ a ^eik fatftKf, 
goveraed by an i«>f)eru)tife \töman, whö 
ehose her son sliould iiive* jf Ftehch -jgd- 
vemor^ ünder^her bWn eye;' 'arid Ihfetfiaäi 
quickly discernmg her foibteS, and the Ifttle 
authority Mr. Douglas possessed in bis own 
house,— payed bis court fo eÄfewUaByJto her 
^VÄhityy thät m^a ßhort time his • will-aiSd 
pleasute directed ewry mbven^t/öf herVj 
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Öie ijl-judging mother mistakfeaJy prided 
herseif üpoji her son's forwardness,— apr^ 
plauded and encouraged sentiments ^nd ac- 
tions that deserved the severest reßrobation ; 
and was the ruint of the youth'ä morak and 
health^ by a criminal iiidulgence <^ his 

irregdarities. 

« 

The sctodalöüs' chronicle werit further, 
and assign^d ä still more odiöUs reason for 
the dissipatiw she encouraged^ the unli- 
mited power the Ahh6 had obtalned över 
her hteart.— But whether this report was 
fdse^ ov true, 'tis most certain her com- 
plaisance iireparably injured her son. Her 
own health was cönsiderably impäired by a 
constant pursuit of what ^re falsely called' 
pleaiaareB ;' and a dejection öf spirits from the 
death of the Abbe, so compleatly shattered 
her nerves, that ön the rece^t loss of her 
oiily ackfio\dedged daughter, she had been 
seizedi with a paralytic afFectionj so as to 

los« 



\ 
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lose the eise üf one side^ and was suppoeed 
to be incuf able. 

;Sbe had besides shortly before witnesfied 
the d^th ©f that aunt, who$e vaaity and af* 
f$.cti'on had led her into the most ui^u^tifi« 
able proceedings ta aggrandize her luecie; 
and to preserve her reputation. But a 
death-bed is a. scene that witfedraws the 
veil from ^tfr. d^ceptiori, and dißcioses t@ 
wr view the eveats. of öWfJife free fvom 
^11 tal^e eovfering,: ; ..... 

She had lamented her tre^i^^^nt of Jf* 
delia, aöd regT?etted evefy circmnsstaiice 
©f her behaviour to Mr. Douglas, and -his 
unoiFendiijg child, She conjnred her 
uiece to setid for her^ and to acknow« 
ledge her. ' - 

T • ■ . f . 

This last request, however deeply af- 
Jfected -by the penitence of her aunt, sh^ 
jcould not resolve to comply with. "Re- 
putation 



pittation andi* ianity ^f^iaHüy 'nattikated 
agathstuiti* >Buli wlaten. Qvariake]3i;bj:.:a 
dreadful malady that seomßd toi tejitbe 
grave of vanity, and to extinguish every 

tüd« g«ivßv:bkth;Ä07i&e 1^ re*« 

tDospeotioQfS^. and cti:^:üäiocent / deyoted 
iEiddift oä:qod;riiefi(i^e *. Ih^i iasi. the . ohSfext 

^BSSQim^'A -m^sm^m&f §ei2;^d upäa rher 
rhßiit^iaHd'^ö-one.idayJiiegjdetted moättbito- 
dl|Byi h^ f)ßfirQi)^tiQa'jQf'. ah uno^eodinj^ 

-D-r^e «0^e%i l»Sd - boy^ofrthci*)fh>voui:a)pde 
ji*OöJe!ftt:^IgnipQ^ feö?/ recaJ/.and -pro- 
^^f^tf^'teltoc Iji^ had Öuife wrniftg r^*^ 
ceivecj rftfi«a-the -^QiÄlgi^i AmiOönciP^ilb* 
near approach of the period when she was 
ri^.t^e^thöi^. ' .(riii|fil^ter.and Wg >n- 
dtte9tffi&^al2fle^th/;a^3aaed hw sdiactaQjt 
Jj. /,i;,'^ • consent 



^-a 
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consent to change die dest^y of Fideüo^ 
and the. ^followingi day he ^ Was on the ro^d 
tdithe continent; 'f j ' / ' 

Thfe oonseqtiencas we have alreädy seen^ 
aild after Üüs necessa^ry digression ' we shall 
foUow * young Douglas to the convent^ 
where^ ^ddressing the porteress^ he desired 
'to see Hermine. She recognised his per^ 
aon inimediately^ arid was impeUed by twa 
. moti ves !to refuse his request. The - defec^ 
tion of Fidelia was by no means a^recom^ 
mendation to her brother — ^they owed hiiü 
a ^udg^ on her account ; and to indu]|^ 
a young mm, who was no relaticMi^ wi1ii«aii 
interview, unsanctioned hy any cWms, was 
against their rules-^was shd rvdrt^t^ ^P^.-^ 
hertsive of conseqoenoes ^ngleasattt to Üs^ 
commi^ity, from the appea»äiK)eaiiid'peJ|^ 
^uasioas of a veiy-Jh^ndsonie youthv ' '^ 

ThviS Gonsiderin^, fehe • äecidedly? griv©> 
»egative to his iie<jtiest. He iüsisted^ . he 

entreatod^ 



c 

enltreato4> h^IiB^oued-her to oarry a mest- 

aMe. .Disappointed« iattdS eaf^^ged* Jj^^yöiml 

<• ■ ■ ' 

pUßti She «:Pf*o§t; JW>teftt;ir^ge„ia)?,gmable, 

löait(GhftbQ'pef»i\fqmau witSTi ÄKe.(jrälä9äB3j 

set firwtQfthe •»ÖW:er^,. iftakföiiailäwiNire >of 
the did womeu, ao^ carry off all the young 

«f*pefyi*JitKt Jjifl,fti^ änd iM^/Os^ats, that 

■*^^i<i1«»)ö» i^ii(in^%l*»;fe»>«»e, • ex»- 
«^Siijngj^iicmÄiiboy \B*6jfeoingljto: iset thfe 

ijiiöat' te«ii^ 'böbhtoig an4 running the 

lady Abbe«8 and her Community >öf. i:Ml4- 

ginsi^'tettifled-^otrt of ?their 8ense&, for fear 

liuu^ ma^ri^ledra^fi^e'.object into< anhost 

" tQlbäavfig^!; übut vikea l tb<^ «U rushfid 

>itren$bUng'iatQp thejp»Souc> .fädibdheld fit 

• . fi" the 



Ui «ff 

Ke, exbdsßivelyjdelighiedniptili t& terror 
he hst& 4^fegteAy^h\aisii ihto r^^isM^edf^hDiib 

; fi / .< utt ^^-^ '; ^ rnn-) /'^'« Jf'^^üoVf Wo t,*i; 
•ön yo»f^*4ett4fs<^rii»frseötflfe* bit^ftöi«!*-' 
and annihilate me for bringing tö you a 

f^ndsis' Were ^tIe«9>sio4 — iTHe iibbessi^ällbi 
'•♦ Strange 



stmnge basiness. -^/Hie -porteress; after 
erossing h^^If mdst devoatly^ passionately 
exclaimed, >^ that he häd abused and m- 
sulted hf^, had' threatene* ta :set the hotfse 
cm fire, and had never mention^d the name 
af the good father." 

*^ My dear gÖod mother/' said he, 
^^ färbe it&qm me to contradiot/ajör^lj^ 
lad^j (shie TMas on the «wrong side of sixty) 
but I fear your juc^^iile emotiöns; when i 
approached you üinied^ }tmr bran^/v^iui i/i^ 
daced you to iancy all this fsxvf tald that 
you havfe amused the ladies with.'' 

• i ' • » • 

Before the portetess could do more than 
teil lier beads atid liÄ her eyös preparatory 
to Speech, her tormentor proceeded, bow- 
ing profoundly to the Lady Abbess, ^^ Most 
excelleht and näspectabte Lady^ to your 
unquestiörted: »ju#ttee I i^ipealj-^nijr ter^ttfid 
M%s a siirlpte enqüliy aftör tiie-' health^ ^of 
that youttg tedy, wi:fe«el t^sdbäx önd for* 

titude 
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titude* we all so much admire', in prefeiTing 
her duty to worldly temptations. 'Tis 
tnie: I requested' to. seel her and deliver my 
commission in person, but I prefäced my 
boon in the humble^ mapner, and can 
no ways account foi* * the violenge \yith 
which the porteress assailed me. I be- 
eougbt her to moderate the firie of her. zeal, 
audat i}haii>v!ord :shß flew from^me like a 
maiitaci. . When .toj youn > vmerriuig judg- 
iaienti/ to that. benevole^ce and cai^our 
whidbi rb^ams from your expressive eyes, I 
truSst the goodhesä of my. cause, ■ ready to 
bow submissive to yöür decrc^e^-ir-I.bdieve 
xiä worthy lady in this presence^ will sup- 
pose , I b^r i lihe ef&o^teiy of guilt; — 
but : rMher po^^ssi Üie ; .conscipusness of 
innwence.'' , ; . 

\ , ! 

' Neyfr Ji448uc^.än haraiigije reached the 

ms^9f the- M^^wder-lsteuck fabbess, or her 

' as;tQnigrbßdL>virgio?.r-The forftier delighted 

by;^i ^espf)Q!^ äad^adö^iiration with which 
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he seemed to regard her, had *^ untnit her 
angry brows^" and smiled inefFably sweet 
on the youthful orator. 

In vain poor St. ^^gnes attempted to 
speak^ and shook her head and fist against 
the deceiver. — She was silenced by the 
gracious lady, who after receiving another 
dose of delicate flattery, ordered the sisters 
to withdraw, and permitted Herfnine to re- 
main alone for a few inoments to converse 
with her friend's brother. 

No söoner was the coast clear, and Her- 
mine advanced with surprise, doubt, and 
inquietude in her countenance, tliau he 
burst into an immoderate fit of laughing. — 
*^ Crown me with laureis, bear me on a 
triumphal car, for I have deeeived St. Ur- 
sula iind hei* eleven thousand virginsl-^ 
Oh, what a charm is flattery to the ears 
of an antiquated lady ! — ^You see even the 
pious nuns swallow it as glibly as they 
VOL. n. " H do 
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do the wondrous miracles öf their 
faith. Ah, ah, ah, with what terror and 
fuiy the old girls hurst "in;-^when lo, 
the lion was tumed into a lambkin, and 
they were ready to worShip and crovra him 
with flowers/' 

t 

^^ Pray, Sir,^* said Hermine, with an air 
of dignity, ^^ let me understand you — 
did you bring any message to me from the 
good father?'* 

" Not I, faith, I stole ofF purpösely to 
enquire after yöur health as became the 
brotiier of your friend, and this Cerbenis 
of a woman you call porteress, refiised to 
let rae see you; and so, I bdieve we 
both feil into a passion, which answered all 
my views by bringing you here." 

^^ I know not," retumed she, *^ how £ar 
I anLobliged by your attention; but cer- 
tainly I can.never wish a g^tleman should 

forfeit 
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forfeit his integrity out of any consideration 
for me. You must allow me to säy, there- 
fore, that I totaUy disapprove of your pre- 
sent conduct ; and though the tender re- 
gard I bear to Fidelia^ will entitle every 
one connected with her to my bndness 
and civilities, I can never esteem, or coun- 
tenance, even her brother, when he can 
acknowledge himsclf guilty of such a direct 
violation of truth, without blushing.'* 

With a cool bow she quitted the parlqur, 
and left him to chew the cud of vexation^ 
and retum home to his dinner with what 
appetite he could find. 
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HILST young Douglas had entered 
upon -a irolic that terminated so little to 
his satisfaction, Lewis had faithfuUy re- 
ported to Father Francis the conversation 
between that gentleman and himself, with- 
out any other commerit than to observe, 
, "he feit himself perfectly unqualified to 
attend on such a knowing youth, whose 
nianners^ as far as he could judge^ seemed 
too free, and even licentious, and his con- 
versation interlarded with expletives shock- 
ing and immoral^ and denoted, in his 

opinion. 
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opinion^ a depraved Imagination, if nothing 
worse.'* The father heard this account 
with real concem. — Mr. Douglas being a 
catholic, a man of family and fashion, he 
had found himself very much disposed to 
accept the basty trust .reposed in him of 
providing a companion for his son; and 
his zeal toserve Lewis, and procure such 
interest as might eventually be of material 
benefit to him in his entrance on the 
worid, had led him, too inconsiderately, to 
make himself responsible for a yonth, 
whose morals and disposition he was per* 
fectly unacquainted with, 

His eyes now opened U> the danger of 
such an important trust, as hastily and 
weakly committed to him, as prematurely 
and unad^sedly accepted by him,— there 
seemed but one step left for him to take, 
that might in some degree be a counter 
balance to the error he had ,been guilty 
of; which was to procura an honest, 

H 3 worthy. 
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worthy, sensible man to accompaüy them, 
who should correspond with him, and by a 
regulär detail of their proceedings, enable 
him to judge whether the levity of young 
Douglas proceeded from an exuberwice of 
animal spirits, that might be corrected^by 
the stcady, sehsible, and unafFected good 
^ humour of Lewis, or from a real depravity 
of heatty and a total disregard to mor^s^. 

In the first instance there was a hope of 
nmtusil' advantage by the cultivation of 
friendship between them— *each aföimilaäÄg 
a little to the disposition öf the other; 
but if Douglas was really dissipated and in- 
corrigible, he should dien recal His young 
protegeie, and' advise Mr. Dbcglas^ to db 
the same by bis' son. Lewis had silently 
attended for the result of the good man's 
contemplatiorts, which/ however, when 
communicafed, did not exactiy accord 
with his wishes^ or hi^ judgment ; but he 
fenew so Well thät the worthy father had 

his 



his real interest much at heart, that 4;hough 
it was with a repügnance he could not 
conquer^ that he consented ta accompany 
Mn Douglas, he thought it was. an uur 
questionable duty in him to be guided 
9olely by the advice of his friend. 

To leave that spot which contained 
^ Hermine, to know she was now without a, 
ftkaad or companion to enlivai-her solitary 
Iloiu»~-expQsed to Üie artful duplicity o£ 
ämt Sister Marie, (whom he cordially: 
hated) and not a. singie being to whoia: 
ribe cooldi look. up to witii conftdence- for 
assistaiBse but Father Francis, who was alsa 
old, and but little capable of any activ^ 
Services, shovdd such be necessary to rescue 
^ her from the selfish plans of the nuns,— 
these were the considerations that wrung 
Üie hearfr of Lewis, and rendered him mi- 
serable in being^ compelled to leave the 
forest. 

H4 At 
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At length he gathered . courage. to ex- 
piain fevcry thing he feit on this interesting 
^ubjeqt to hie friend and benefactor. ^' I 
have alfeady assured you^'* Said the fatber^ 
** that I will be a tender friend to that un- 
fortunate orphan whilst I live; and shonld 
it please our Almighty Father • to call me 
fröm this State of probation before she is 
at liberty to decide on her future plans, I 
will not kave her without a friend, Father 
Anselem is a pious^ good man^ truly kind 
and benevolent. He has often ofiiciated 
fyr me when I have been ill^ and will un* 
questionably succeed me when I die — he 
IS much younger, and in good health. I 
will interest him for her, and.engage bis 
Word to protect that amiable young wo- 
man : — Nor, whilst I live, shall you be un- ^ 
iu:quainted with every circumstance that is 
Attached to her. You know the repository 
where I have placed what she committed 
to my trust ; she knows it also— the secret 
will rest between you.^ — Fear not for her, 

there 
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tfaere is ä Fathef to the Fatherless who 
will never desert her ; and my zeal to serve 
her yöu may rely upon.'* 

The father had scarcely . given this as- 
surance to ealm the anxiety of Lewis,, 
when Douglas came in. He resolved to 
teil his own story and in his own m^ineiu 
*^ You have had a long walk^ niy son,'* 
Said Father Francis, *^ you may lose your- 
self in the forest, if you ramble too far 
alone/' • 

^^ Lose myself ! why il is next to a mi- 
racle that I am retumed to you now sound* 
in wind and limb. Your lady nuns are 
. some of them worse than tigers — ^faith, I 
expected the old porteress would have 
flown upon me tooth and nail, and. 
scrached me into fiitters." . 

" What is it you say,^ son,* — have yari 
been at the convent ?" 

H5 '^Certainl^ 
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Certainly I have — cotild any thing be 
rriore natural, and proper, than for me to 
pay my devoirs to the frieiid of my sister, 
to ehquire after her liealth ? — I must have 
been of the tiger breed myself, not to 
have done it. Well, I civilly asked* old 

surly Cerberüs " ^^ Cerbera^/' re- 

peated the father, knitting his brow.— * 
*^ Aye, a very proper Harne for thef por- 
teress of a convent, Father. So I potitelif 
asked her to let Mademoiseile Herrn me 
know I wished tö see her. — Never in your 
life did you behold such a vixen — she a 
pious nun! — Ivhy I would pit her against 
our English ladies at Billingsgate. I was 
quite shocked at her vociferation amf 
abuse, and besought her calmly to mo- 
derate the fire of her zeal, and* not terrify 
the convent ladies with apprehensioils of 
being assaulted and carried ofF. What 
did this mad, perverse, rageful creature do, 
but ran screaming into the house, that a 
man was breaking into the convent, and 

was 



was going to sct it CH» fireand takeoff all 
the nun»! 



^^ Posßibly she might add! there was a 
host of men ; foF in a mocnent^ in bi]j$t a 
host of women^ eager I suppose^ to facQ 
die danger^ — when, poor souls, they wero 
aU cruelly disai^inted by seeing only a 
harmless^ beardless stripEng,^ who told hia 
simple tale^ and added, that he lived with 
Father Francis« 

** Their fright at first, . and their still 
greater shoct, at seetng only one youth, in* 
stead of fifty, rendered them duH of com- 
prehenaon ; but the abbess, who seemed to 
be the only reasonable woman, was perfectlif 
mtisfiedy and carried ofF her sorrowful vir- 
gins presently. By th^ bye, I never saw 
such a parcel of frights ; — ^there were a few 
young ones^ but not one worth crössing 
tjie forest to see. Well, I thfen addressed 
myself to Mam'seHe Hermine, who is a$ 

proud^ 
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proud^ and as stately, as if she had been boni 
an empress, and took upon herseif to lec-' 
ture me of all things, who had sufFered al- 
most martjrrdom out of pure -civility to 
ask of her health. — Catch me at doing such 
acts of supererogation at a convent again, 
and ril be content to be made a sop for 
<dd Cerberas, or a martyr to the eleven 
thöusand virgins of St. Ursula. 

*^ So I explained my errand with all the 
friendliness.imaginable, thou^ hang me if 
I could help laughing at the recollection 
of the foregoing sc^ne ; — this 1 suppose x)f* 
fended Mam 'seile demure, for with a very 
queer sort of a speech, which implied thät 
she did not care a sixpence for the brother 
of Fidelia, ßhe politely tumed her back 
upon me. 

" This is convent civility, biit if ever 
she has the happiness of* seeing the tip 
of my nose again^ she shdl embrace me 

with 
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with both arms, I can teil her thajt; and 
it may be my turn then to Inm heel 
upon her." 

Father Praiicis and Lewis had listened 
with various emotions to this unaccount- 
able jumble; the father scandalized that 
there should have been ahy uproar at the 
convent, from whatever cause it might have 
arisen, and ä little feärful that the English 
youth must have been too brusque in his 
manners, paUiate it howjie would. 

Lewis* was in agonies, convinced that he 
must have insulted Hermine, or the natural 
sweetness of her manners never could have 
ineurred the censure Douglas had passed 
ypon her conduct. — What then would she 
think of him, if he became a complanion to 
this Strange youth \ — ^Whilst these unplea- 
sant reflections crossed hismind. the father 
had given a mild lectur^ to Douglas, and la- 
boured to convince him that he had violated 

decorum^ 
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decorum, and the customs of a religious 
hoiise^ by bis unseasonable visit^ without a 
proper introduction. — ^Adding, tiiat he 
would explain matters, and trusted bis per- 
fect ignorance of tbose customs and maai- 
ners, would be accepted as ah apology, and* 
do away the evil impression they sni^t 
otherwise imbibe to bis (Usadvantagew*^ 

^^ As you please, father," answered he, 
carelessly, '^as I have not (he slightest in- 
tention to do them the honour of another 
Visit, I am entirely indifferent what they 
think of me/' 

The good rmxt was morti6ed ; hi& heart 
i?cproached him for having unadvisedly 
taken charge of a youth, who at a period of 
kfe to be considered merdy as a school boy, 
seemed to have arrived at opinions and ha- 
bits, which eva:i in a more adult age, would 
be reprehensible. — But he already perceived 
an obstinacy of dispoi^ion that would re- 

volt 
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volt against harsh methodsj he must be led, 
not driven; and still he would indulge a 
hope that the propriety of Lewis's conduct 
would incite Bim to example, and stimulate 
him to copy, what he could not choose but 
admire. 

The foUowing moming the father"and 
Lewis went to the convent; the latter was 
indulged with a long Conference with Her- 
mine, who- reoeived him with visible plea- 
mire, but very freely expressed her regrets^ 
that he was to be tlie compänion of one 
so volatfle, and she feared, unprincipled. 

He then heard the whole of his bd^a- 
viour as reported by Sister Agnes, and in a 
great measure confirmed by himself to Her- 
mine ; and his Indignation against him was 
proportioned tö the admirätion he feit ät 
her just reprehension. 

She 



l60 Ti|E PEASANT OF 

She appeared to him a divinity who 
ought to be approached with \5inerati0n and 
respect, and as such, placed at an immea- 
surable distance from his hope»; and there- 
fore it became him. to crush bis too pre-. 
sumptuous wishes, and be sitfficiently grati- 
ficd in being allowed the honour to regard 
her as a benevolent friend. 

. She assured him she should ever be deeply 
interested in his welfare and happiness; 
hoped, he would write very ojten to the 
worthy. faJther, that she might hear^ thro'^ 
him, of bis success-^which shehad little 
doubt of, if hq persevered in the line of rec- 
titude that seemed to be the rtiling principle 
of his conduct. 

Proud and delighted by her favourable 
opinion of his heart and morals, Le:wi3 
firmly resolved to be strictiy scrupulöus im 
his conduct and manners, to justify her 
ßtdgment, and deserve the confidence ^e^ 

honoured 
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hoiioured him with. And here we triay 
observe the general good efFects thaft are 
produced on the juvenile mind^ if early at- 
tached to valuable characters, and desirous 
of obtaining their love and esteem.-^uch 
a prepossession acts like a talisman to guard 
the heart, and correct the impetuosity of 
youthful passions, when the indulgence of 
suth must inevitably deprive theqpt of that 
esteem so highly prized, and so truly inva- 
luable. — Such a check is worth a thousand 

lessons, for it speaks directly to the heart. 

• 

Lewis quitted Hermine not without a 
sigh, but with emotions of delight that re- 
pelied his secret regrets, and bade him exult 
in the esteem of such a being as this excel- 
lent young woman. lle returned with Fa- 
ther Francis, who had heard of his English 
pupirS'Strange behaviour wilh much dissa- 
tisfaction ; tho* softened in the relatipn by 
the Lady Abbess, who had not forgotten 
his compliments to her. — But the nuna 

having 
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■ % 

having no such qualifiers to deprecate their 
anger, spake of him as he dcserved, no- 
thing to extenuate^ hut a little addition, ra- 
ther bn the score of malice, 

/- 

He did not. fail to read a lesson to Lewis^ 
on those juvenile follies which though not 
Coming under the head of vices^ yet de- 
praved themindandiuiderstanding by a de* 
parture from trath> die heed and foundatioix 
of every moral virtue. 

'' It was useless," he said, '* to regrefc 
the task he had unwarily drawn upon him- 
seif; but Lewis had much in his power by 
the ppopriety of hist conduct, ntrt only to« 
console him, but draw a glorious reputation» 
to himself, by exciting this very forward, 
and ill-educated boy to a reform in his^ 
mannei*s, by teaching him to love virtue, 
and good order . When he behdd an example^ 
worthy of hisimitation, in a youth lowly 
börn, without any advantages from fortune 

or 



A3t0BNNB F0RE9T. lÜd 

<Mr friends^ whohad by the gift of Providencc, 
that sense of mpral virtue^ that intuitive 
knowledge of right and wrong, ^^ that to be 
good, is to be happy/' and a sweetness of 
disposition that made the observance of 
every impressive duty a soürce of pleasure 
to himself and others. 

** When/* continued the good man, " he 
observes that virtAie look» lövely in a homely 
garb, and acquires respect from its intrinsic 
wörth, \^ich vice can never obtain, though 
gilded by birth and fortune ; but iröm mean 
parasiteSj from the ephemera of the day, 
who bask in the sunshine of prosperity, and 
will as reaciiy fly from the wihtry storm of 
poverty, älthotigh it assaiU their once- 
dearest friencfe, 

^^ Ä little re<lection, a small experience in 
the school of the great world, will teach 
this giddy youth to respect and admire you ; 
and then pride of birth will stimulate him 

to' 
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to aitn at soaring beyond the lowly virtues 
that command hisadmiratiou.'^ 

Lewis listened to the good faJther with 
respectful attention^ bat Lewis was not the 
all-perfect being the benevolent priest sup- 
posed him to be. He had his passions and 
his prejudices ; the latter were strong against 
Douglas^ and he considered the task im- 
posed upon him as the test of his obliga- 
tions to Father Francis^ and Jio small sacri- 
fice tQ the imperious demands of gratitude^ 
for favours immeasurably great. 

He was silent^ professions he thought su- 
perfluous ; and he* coujd not express satis- 
faction he did not feel, nor indulge hopes^ 
that humility on his own part^ and his little 
confidence in the morals of young Douglas^ 
taught him to belieye would be as fruitless^ 
as presumptuous. 



It 
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Xt was füll three weeks from this period 
before the arrival of a long expected gen- 
tleman ; for as such he had been bom and 
educated, tho' as a younger son of a family 
fallen into decay, he had been compelled by 
a successioh of evil accidents and repeated 
misfortunes, to accept a more humble line 
<tf life than was adapted to his spirit or 
abilities. 

Bat a series of disappointments had 
bluhted the energy of his feelings^ and sub- 
dued him to a passive bearance of his ilL- 
^arred destiny. >This unfortunate man had 
b^en reoommended to Father Francis, when 
he had made application for a worthy in- 
telligent man of some abilities, who had 
made the tour of the Continent, and was 
not above being useful in every capacity . 

Such Orders pf men were not scarce in 
France, though the Germans retained a 
sort of dignity under the most humble 

fortunes. 
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fortiines, that revolted agaii^t those Kttle 
Services a Frencii Abbe is always ready 
to perform when it suits Im convenience. 
But when Moftsieur De Preux presented 
his credentials to the good priest, he found 
the person before him described as very 
superior to liis Situation, though ill-fortune, 
and good sense, had taught him to submit 
to circumstances he could not controul. 
Such a man was precisely what the father 
w^ed for; and after a short desultory 
conversation, he introdueed him to young 
Douglas and Lewis as their travelling com- 
panion — an intdligent man> from whose 
experience they mu5t derive informatioi), 
and fipm whose yoluntary servkes Mr. 
Douglas would be spared the expence of a 
yalet de place. 

Douglas inherited all the pride, the in- 
solence in prosperity, the artificial covering 
of vice, under a gaiety of heart, which 
formed the hasis of bis inother's character; 

added 
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added to which, he had a thoughtless good 
humour^ and a constant desire of seeking 
his own ease and convenience, let the sa- 
crifice for obtaining it cost him what it 
would — and this disposition was the coun- 
ter-part of his father's. 

Initiated so early into. life by a vain, 
foolish mother, and indulged in all. his 
caprices by the sufFerance of a weak father^ 
this youth was already an adept in the art 
of duplicity^ and saw at once^ how neces- 
sary it would be for his comforts to make 
a friend of De Preux ; and by an afFected 
effect of generosity, and consideration of 
his birth and misfortunes^ to make him 
literaUy his humble friend^. and receive his 
Services mpre as acts öf friendship^ than 
such as he had a right to exact. Thus he 
united the valet and companion in- one 
person, and seemed to forget the former 
when addressing the latter. 

This 
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This condescension had a wondei-ful 
effect upon Monsieur, De Preux. Like 
most of his countrymen, his fedings were 
all alive« — ^poverty had depressed his spirits, 
but not chilled his heart; that sensibility 
and vivacity which had in early days been 
natural to him, had long lain dormant^ but 
were not extingui^ed — ^and upon the un- 
•expected kindness of the artful Douglas, 
they blazed forth into an apparerit enthu- 
siastic fit of rapturous gratitude, that was 
equally gratifying to the pride, as to the 
concealed views of that designing youth. 

Father Francis, literally taking things 
as they appeared to bc, congratulated him- 
self on his good fortune in obtaining 
«uch a treasure as De Preux, and was not 
less delighted to observe in young Douglas 
such traits of benevolence, and consider- 
ation for an unförtunate gentleman, as 
marked a good heart under all his levities, 
which, after all, might be only the exu- 

berance 
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berahce of uncontrouled animal sphits, and 
would soon be directed into a more even 
Channel by the skill and care of bis 
companions. 

Lewis, who really feit respect and con- 
cem for the unfortunate gentleman, frora 
his own feelings readily gave Douglas füll 
credit for the propriety of his behaviour ;— * 
'and sensible of his humble birth, and in- 
feriority of education and manners to 
Monsieur De Preux, could not sufFer the 
other should degrade himself by any'such 
mean offices, as hithert? had not been 
permitted in htm to exert. On this h^ad 
he spake to his worthy benefactor; but the 
father häd already decided on his plan, 
which was to grve Lewis every possible 
advantage in his Situation that should 
bring him forward as a preceptor, and 
therefore would not abate one little in the 
civility hi had exacted. from Douglas to- 
wards his young companion. 
VOL. II. I "He 
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" He has been taught/' said he, " to 
value himself but toa much on the adven- 
titious advantages of birth and fortune ; I 
wish to teach him, that merit, good qüa- 
lities of the heart and mind, independent 
of every other consideration, are entitled 
to as much, if not more respect iix)in its 
intrinsic worth, than those casual claims 
which men adduce from thdr ancestors, 
or the acquirement of riches. And let 
this consideration, young man, have its 
due weight with you — you must literally 
seek your own fortune, and only a perse- 
verance in virtil and integrity, can lead 
you to reputation, re^ect, and prosperity.'* 



4( 



But, my good father,'* said Lewis, 
though deeply impressed with a sense of 
your kindness to me, has not Monsieur 
still superior Claims, since, added to his 
former expectatiohs from. the rank he was 
bom in, he has, no doubt, in a much 
greater degree, all those qualities of tiie 

heart 
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heart and imderstandiag you so greatly 
over-rate in me^ or certainly he would 
never have been recommended to yoju/* 

^^ Your Observation, is just and natural,*' 

replied the father, '^ and it cpmes with 

propriety fix)m you ;. but allow me to be 

the best judge in these matters, and do you 

pursue the path I have. chalked out for 

you, at the same time giving to Mr. De 

Preux that respect his years, his merit, and 

his hirth may entiüe him to.-Only , re- 

member, that in all cases, the nobility of 

the mind, and the goodness of the heart, 

must ever claim a pre-eminence in the eyes 

of God, and in the estimation of worthy 

characters, to all the boasted advantages 

of birtli and fbrtune.'' 

After this ccmversation Lewis did not 
renew the subject ; but his fedings had an 
obvious eflfect on his conduct, and De Preux 
could not but be pleased with the whoie 

I 2 tenor 
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tenor of his behavioun They passed near 
a fortnight at the monastery preparing for 
thdr joumey, and regulating their piah^ 
during which period, letters arrived from 
England — from Mr. Douglas to his son 
and the priest^ and from Fidelia to her 
friend. 

From the latter we shall make some ex* 
ti-acts* She gave a very brief account of 
her journey, though she largdy and grate- 
fully expatiated on the kindness of her 
father. She then proceeds, 

*' The indulgent tendemess of one pa- 
rent tended in a great measure to lessen 
the terrors, that irl spite of every efFort of 
reason and natural afiection^ spread over 
my hflärt when preparing for an interview 
with my mother. I asked ^ hundred 
questions relative tothe receptioni might 
expi^ct; and freely confessed, I dreaded 
more than I wished an introduction to a 

parent 
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parent who had never loved me. My fa- 
ther Said every thing kind to give me cou- 
rage and confidence ; but when we arrived 
in London^ when the carriage stopped at 
the door of a very noble löokin^ house^ 
my spirits sank at once, I threw myself 
into my father's arms, and burst into tears. 

^^ He soothed and consoled me y — he 
led me inta his library, my heart was too 
fall then to remark the grandeur which 
miglit be supposed to strike one unäccus- 
tomed to any thing like splendour. He or-- 
dered refreshments^ and when he saw the 
tumult of my agitations were subsided, he 
rose to prepare my mother to receive me. — 
I should have told you, the servants had 
Said, on his enquiry, that she was thought 
to be much better, 

*^ He left me to my own sad reflections, 
they were painful in the extreme. — My fa- 
ther was absent^ L thought^ an immeasurable 

1 3 length 
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lehgth of time ; this inother perhapß already 
repented sendihg for me— ^-I trembled with 
apprehension.— ^My father appearäd^ I fäß^ 
cied he looked ruffled, his countenance 
douded^ büt his words atid itianner wefe 
exceedingly tender • 

" Come, my dear Fidelia, let me present 
you*to your poor mother;-H3he is a gteat 
sufFerer. Allaw for the weakness of hei* 
mirid and bödy; — be not discouraged.-^ 
She is conscious she has not tneated yoü 
kindly, artd proudhearts feel hürt^hen con- 
viction staikes them/ in the object before 
them ; — ^allow fot all this, tiiy childy and 
' you will very soon hatre nöthing to com>- 
pläin of," 

'^ Do you suppose this preamble tended 
to quiet my terrors? Alas, no! I could 
not speak, and with difficnlty sustained my 
'A /.'{ig främe. Oh, ^hat a scene etlsucd ! 
Scarcely can I bring myselF to retrace the 
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ouüines, even to yoü, my dearest friend ;— 
the recurrence shakes my very soul, ?ind I 
must hasten over it as lightly as I can. 

** I saw nodiihg of the elegance ofa inost 
süperb apartment,— I saw only a lady at the 
Upper, end of it, recHningon a sofa. — ^We 
advanced with quick Steps, and my trem- 
bling knees no langer able to support me, 
I sank on them, beföre her, just as she 
moved hex head/and uttering a faintahnek, 
covered her ftee with her band. 

*^ My love,'' said my father, '^ will you 

not welcome poor Fidelia ?'* " Take her, 

take her away !'* exclaimed she, *' I cannot 

bear to look at her.** " Oh, my mother," 

was all I could utter. *' Dearest Maria,*' 

again urged my father, *^ recelve your child, 

look at her, see the exact image of what 

you wene, — ^she ** 

/ 

1 4 «He 
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"He was proceeding, when dropping 
her hand^ with lcx)ks the most terrific^ and 
the voice of a fury, she exclaimed, " Of 
what I were ; what then, you have brought 
this creature to insult me,— to usurp my 
rights^ — ^to teil me what I have been, — 
what I am now ! — ^In the bloom öf youth, 
lost to all the enjoyments of life ;-^and shall 
she be received into the world to be admired 

« 

and caressed^ to blast her mother's &aie^ to 
sink me into in&my^ and teach my very 
servants to despise me ! No, I cannot^ — 
will not bear it ; — ^sooner will I murder her, 
you, andmyself.'* 

" I heard no more, but dropt senSfeless 
on the floor ; of what passed further between 
her and my father I am ignorant, I can 
only judge from consequences, that the 
State I was in, and her unjust ungovemable 
fiiry, roiized his indignation, and caüsed 
him to exert unusual spirit ; — ^it likewise en- 

creased 



\ 
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creased his ten^emess and afFection for the 
unhappy being so craelly reprobated.. 

^^ When I retumed to life, I found my> 
seif on a bed ; my father and. a gentleman. 
Standing by the side of it^ and a decent lookf-^ 
ing young woman^ with salts in her hand^, 
leaning over me.. 

'^ My dear Fidelia/' said my kind»fäthei%. 
pressing my hand^ *^ thank Heaven youaret 
recovered once more !** " Indeed lalmost 
began to despair," addßd the other, "the 
young lady had better be undressed'and laidl 
in bed ; kept extremely quiet,. for her nerves 
are terribly shattered, and I will send. some. 
proper medicines.'' 

• 

" He withdrew, my father followed him,, 
whilst the young woman^.whenLhe calledi 
Kitty^ rang for another to. assist* me into- 
bed,-~I theh found I had been let blood, . 
and I was told I had been in successive 

L3 faintiogs 
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faintings för more than an hour« I was 
passive and silent^ and when they withdre^» 
on -my father*s re-eiitrance^ I was too weak 
to i^peak^ and (X)uld only hold out my hand. 
He took it^ kis^d, and shed tears over it^ 
which mo^ed me exceedingly. 

" Compose yoursdf, my dear chüd^ you 
shal Wo more be exposed to such cruel 
f reatment from an unjust capricioos woman^ 
I blush to call your mother. Her beha- 
viour to you has effectually cüred me of the 
blirid, weak, and very culpable conduct, 
which has ßn* years made me her slave ; and 
to preserve peace, I have sacnficed my hap- 
piness, my Tionour, and my conscience. 
But the delusion is over— ^her injustice diaD 
be confined to her own apartment, — ^nor 
' ähall you ever see her more, unless at her 
own request, and. with seritimehts totally 
' changed in yoür favour. 

*' Adieu^ 
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" Adieu,. my dear, endeayour to rest^- 
Kitty is your attendant, I will give Orders * 
in the family, that your commandä aie i^ 
he obeyed in this house, equalfy with mine/*^ 
In Short, my dear Hermiae, *tk im^Qs^Wß 
fbr me to do justice to all he said or haa 
do^e for me. 

. " But alasl I am truly wretchedl-r-I 
have now been here a week, — Mrs. Doug- 
las, for I cannot eall her mother,. will not 
admtt nie to h^ presa^ce^ she rav^ againsit 
me incessantly, — and cruel aa tha ide^ is,. 
it is my unfortunate resemblance to herseif, 
the few personal charms nature h^ given 
to me, which haye excited h^ jealousy, antf 
absohxte detestation — ^for til^she saw me^ 

die had not absolutely fenounced mt^ 

» 

_ , » » 

^^ The moment my father eotjested to an^ 

noimce my arrivd, her ftrst x^uestion was, 

" is she handsome ? '* Poor man l misinter- 

pretirigher sentiments, his reply was>' beau- 

' " tifol 
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tiful as anangd!" He saw immediatdy 
he was wrong, and tried to soften down the 
ill-timed praise^ by adding, '^ Perfaaps *tis 
because I was Struck with a resemblance to 
you, that makes riie think so/* 

** I See, I See my folly," said she, ^^ yoa 
have conspired agaiilst my peace, taken ad- 
vantage of my weakness in a luckless hour. 
Oh, had my poor aunt been alive, this nevcr 
would have happened ;-^but since it must 
be so, bring her in, and let me judge 
for myself/' 

• * 

^^ My father was much hurt, as I ob* 
«erved by his countenanfee.— What fol- 
lowed I hav^itelated ; and I am sure you 
will not accuse me of vanity, but rather la- 
ment, as I do, my ül-starred destiny, that 
my motherdeclares, ". She hates me because 
I am beautiful/' 



€( 



And 



.« 
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f ^ And can I call such a woman :a. mo^ 
ther? Gracious Heaven! What an un^ 
happjr being is your poor Fidelia. — ^My fa- 
Üier cannöt console' me; I have already 
caused an estrahgement between them^ fcM* 
he absohitely doats on me» I decline all 
his presents^ — ^I wisli to remain unknown; 
I send daily submissive messages to Mrs. 
Douglas. — I wish tnost ardently for her 
sakcy more than for my own^ to be re- 
ceived as a daught^r — for an unnatural ma- 
ther i$ a being I shudder to name. « 

^^ How presumptuous are wö^ mortak 
in their desires, how often punished by the 
grant of them ! Since I have known you^ 
most resp^cted and belov^.Henuine^ how 
many hours have I passed in bitter regreta^ 
at the imperious necesskty^ which I believed 
inevitable^ that was sooa to close all worldly 
väewsy and bury me in aconvent£)r lifel 
How'did I lament my cruel destiny, that 
ixtust place aa insurmountablc. barrier be- 
' tweea 
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GW' fiiture> mtlmacy wheneirer you left 
the convent» 

'^ Alas ! this wprld I regretted to be shut 
out from, ofFers me nothing but sorrow^ 
<lisappointnient, and disgust ! Oh^ Üiat I 
:iv'ere agdin with you listening to your 
channing voice^ — a witness to your patieiit 
sufFerance of the disogreeabks you aidure;. 
— -ofyourenergy of miild, that enableg you 
-to k)ok forward to expecting unoertaiB 
events^ on wbieh are dependant your hap- 
piness^ cm* misery 1 — ^witH a dignified cosn- 
po6ure, which* ts as astonishing as it is 
admhrable» 

'^ Oh, my <Kend, I agadn repeat, wotild 
to H&BLveny I were by your side, in your 
poor Htde s^rtroent, rath^ than hese sur- 
«nmded by. qple^did fumitui^--a luxurioos 
table, — numarous attendants,-*-«a jbender 
father;^ — ^butall, all embittered by a cruel 
inotherl«~by the painfial jeflection thatl 

have 
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have alienated those hearts that ought never 
to have been severed, and that the attach«- 
ment of a father is a mprtal wound to the 
peace of a mdther^ who hates her unof- 
fending ehild ! 

' ^^ Gracious Heaven ! I can pursue this 
siibject no farther. — ^Write, conscde^ advise 
me, ßiy beloved friehd ! Ohy that you would 
bttt come to ihe. Friendship, huinamty^ 
circumstances the most important^ under 
which I labour, without cxxxrage to act, er 
förtitude fx) bear ; have these no weight to 
counterbalance your motives for residing in 
the oonvent ? Pity your poor Fidelia^ who 
will love yon as long as she lives;-=^whb 
-owes every tlnng to your society.— But the 
weäkness of het mind^ — the feebleness of 
her poWers^ pi^chide even the äiadow of 
a.possibility^ that she can acquire your 
ßtrcngth of . character, without your jH^e- 
ceptSy yoür exämple befbre her, tO stimulate 
her ^^ktey andteachher toocmduet hersdf 

with 
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with propriety, through the thomy laby- 
rinth in which she is entangled. 

" Remember ine to tl>e good Sister The- 
rese, bid her pray for me ; — of your prayers 
I rest assured« — Say for me what you think 
proper to the abbess and Community,— do 
not forget my duty and afFection to Father 
Francis. My brother and young Lewis 
are no doubt on their joumey, bat my far- 
ther writes. Adieu, adieu, my beloved 
friend, hasten to comfort and support your 

FideliaJ 



»> 



This melanchol;^ letter gave to Hermine 
the sincerest concem and compassion. &ar 
the unfortunate writer, and the highest iui- 
dignation^ and disgust to a character so 
unnatural, sq truly despieable as Mrs.. 
Douglas. A woman, whose vanity had^ 
like the rod of Aaron, swallöwcd up all 
other coi^iderations, every amiable tr^t 
that distinguishes the female charactex, 

into. 
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into the sole point of self-gratification — 
the contemptible folly of being admirecj 
for her beauty, distinguished by a croud of 
lounging adorers — the detestable ambition 
of being envied by her own sex, by en- 
couraging the adulations of married men^ 
and giving mortal Stabs to the peace and 
happiness of many amiable women. 

Such was the woman who had aban« 
•doned an innocent unfortunate child with- 
out remorse or consideration. Years had 
winged their flight over her head^ teeming 
with pleasure, pride, and exultation— en- 
joying the present, careless of the future. 
— Thoughtless woman ! — She was stopped 
in her füll career of delights. A calamity 
so dreadful bs the palsy, would have ex- 
cited the tenderest commiseratioa, the 
kindest attentions towards any other wo- 
man — ^but whose peace^ whose happiness, 
or misfortunes, had Mrs. Douglas res* 

pected? — No one*s— she ww left therer< 

fore 
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fore to sickness and solitude. She could 
no longer contribute her quota towards the 
amusement of others, and the votaries of 
pleasure fled from the object with disgusty 
whom they had a few months before 
courted-and idoUzed. 

Sucbare the fashionable frienddbips i» 
the great world !. — ^A few humble- visitors^ 
who had' private selftsh views to pay tfaem 
for die sacriiice of dietr time^ now snd 
then dropped in ; bot to a^ woman whoM 
whole souI had been absorbed in vanity 
and love of adtniration^ no consolation 
could be derived from Company she des« 
pised. Thxis humbled by disease and negn 
lect, her temper grew every day more 
irritable and capricious^ In a temporary 
fit of remorse she had Gonsa:ited to receive 
^delia; but self-^^onsidemtion had some 
ahare in giving a reluctant permission for 
her emancipation from the convent^ that 
she might alway& have a companion to di«« 

vert 
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vert her enriüi by a number of convent 

- Bot very soon after ^Mr. Douglas left 
England, she had been persuaded to try 
electricity, to whieh beföre she höd con- 
stantly objected, and had really found much 
benefit by it^ — ^retiiming v^armth had re- 
animated her side^ she. could use her band, 
and thöugh not yet- able to stand,* had 
e\^€fy pföspfecfc thät time atld perseverance 
mighfe whöHy ifestore her, thoügh still ex- 
tremely languid and relaxed. The returti 
^f hope, had broüght with it a taste for aft 
formet pleaswes ; and that dorrtiant vanity 
nothing coold extaiiguish, returned in its 
•fei! förce, and looked- forwafd- once more 
'to abtindant grätification, 

She now bitterfy repented sending for 
'Fidelia ; and no less deplored the death of 
her aunt, whose tum for contrivanc^ would 
»nie how have ridden her of an object 

she 
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she so much dreaded. Her vexation on 
this score, had agam hurt her nerves; 
and the day preceding Fidelia's arrival, she 
had been sensible of an enereased weak- 
ness in her limbs — of coiirse, her dispo- 
sition Was not in the most pleasing -train 
when Mr. Douglas retumed with the cause 
of all her vexation. 

When she asked if she was handsome^ 
it was with an ardent hope of hearing a 
negative. " Beautiful as an angelP' ex- 
claimed the exulting father. — It was 
enough, the sound of beauty in another, 
and that other the object of her etemal 
terror and dislike, was a deäth-stroke ; and 
when urged by him, and impelled by cu* 
riosity, she admitted of au interview, the 
lovdy interesting countenance of Fidelia 
smote her to the heart,— but it eilgendered 
all the bad passions, and the reproaches of 
conscience served only to encrease her de- 
testation;^ envy^ and malice. For the sake 

of 
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of human nature, we will hope there are 
not many such monsters as this unnatural 
mother; — ^but such things have beert ^ and 
are most horrid. 

Whether it were Ihe death of that aunt 
whose unbounded influence and authority 
had extended over Mn Douglas as well as 
over his household — whether being eman* 
cipated froni a yofce always burthensome, 
but which he wanted resolution to shake 
off— or the confinenient of his wife^ and 
her temporary fits of remorse in the hours 
of pain ^nd despair — or whether the last 
letters of Fidelia, combining with other 
circumstances, had rouzed him into \ 
painful consideration of the cruel injustice 
shewn towards an ihnocent child — it is 
certain a wonderful revolution passed in 
his mind ; and he had determined to save 
her from her intended destiny, and was 
medltating on the means, when, fortu- 
nately, a fevv words escaped from Mrs. 

Douglas, 
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Douglas^ which he instantly laid hold of, 
and gave her no time to recal. 

Her cruel reception öf this ill-treated 
girl, her illness, and the yiolerice of his 
wife, opened his eyes> and stnengthened 
the mind of the too long submissiye hus*^ 
band, and unjust father» — Remorse and 
tendemess assailed his h6art most forcibly ; 
and fri»n that hpur he became a decided 
character «r^ detenniiied to think and act 
for himself> independent of ahaughtybad 
woman, whose depravity of heart he now 
beheld -in its worst colours. 

With these sentiments, and a consequent 
total changein the errangements of his 
family govemment, we äißll leave Mr. 
Douglas, and retum to the Forest of Ar- 
denne, where every preparation' was com- 
pleted for the travelling trio. 

The 
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The English youth, highly pleased with 
Monteur De ?reux, and eager to begin 
his expected pleasurable tour^ — Lewis> 
with hopes less sanguiiie, feit himself an 
insulated being, without fortune, con- 
nexions^ or friends^ but those he was to 
kave^ atid whom it was pcssible he might 
neyer see again» Father Francis was old, 
and seemed to hold his life on a veiy un^ 
cerlain tenure ; and Hermine, the adored 
Hermine, wfaose future destiny was un- 
knöwn to herself^ might be impelled by 
circumstances to visit a difierent part of 
tiiegbbefrom what heinhabited; and it 
ivas but too probable, whatever fate sA* 
tended her, she would be in a Station far 
above him — and by subsequent events, and 
new connexions, inight so(m lose all re- 
membrance of a youth; whose humble 
birth and future views placed an immea* 
surable distance between them« 

« 

Father 
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Father Francis accompanied him on hia 
farewel visit — it was painful. to all parties. 
Hermine was extremely moved, and su- 
perior to disguise, she frankly acknowledged 
her regrets, and protested she should be 
ever deeply interested in every occurrence 
of his life, both from esteem and gratitude ; 
and should it be her fate to leave the con- 
vent before he had an opportunity of 
retuming to visit his benefactor, from 
the family of Mr. Douglas he would 
mbst probably ' hear the destination of a 
friend^ that in no circumstances whatever 
would cease to recoUect, that to him, and 
his family, she was indebted for consolation 
and assistance in the most afHictive pe/iod 
of her life. 

Transported by these kind assurances, 
Lewis recovered from the oppressive sorrow 
that had sank his spirits, and taken from 
him the power of articulation. His eyes 
brightened, the colQur returned to his 

cheeks^ 



theeks^ and when he kissed her band^ he 
expressed such animated gratitude for her 
invaluable kindness^ as threw Hermine iiita 
the confusion and silence she had banished 
^m him^ 

The go^ priest put an end to an in- 
tariew he saw gave pain to both partips ; 
and Hermiiie admitted of a visit frooi Mr. 
Douglas, to assure the brother of Fidetia 
of her "best wisties for bis bealth and hap^ 
piness. ^^ She is an angelic creature," 
Said he, " that's the truth, but I prefer 
a pretty Uvely girl, ^q your dignified 
beauties ; — she looks to command respect, 
as well as admiration. I like those good- 
humoured things that say, Yau may lov^ 
me if t^oii wilU'* 

No an^wer was returned, and he might 

* 

have seen his gaiety was bj no means cor* 

re^pondent to the feelings pf bis com«^ 

paiik)nß. Bat the thoughtle^ youth was 

vol.. II* K very 
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very little concemed on that head^ he had 
other schemes in view, that* promis^ him 
much subsequent pleasure. 

The day of so much importance, though 
very difFerently appreciated, was ushered 
in by the most delightful simshine that 
ever shed its radiant beams over the earth, 
, The young and sangiiine Douglas h^iled 
it as a happy omen, teeming with future 
joys. Lewis beheld it as the last parting 
ray of happiness he left behind him. So 
difFerently do the same objects take their 
complexion from the state of our'minds^! 

It is not ouf intention to write a tour 
thröügli coimtries already so excellently 
described; or follow our travellers geo- 
graphically into the difFerent ßtates they 
literally passed through — ^^where they 
merefy enquired into the local curiosities, 
customs and maraiers of each city and 
.towii, without personally investigating the 

truth 
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trütli or fallacy of their information.-— 
Plorence was the first grand object they 
had m view for a residence. Father Fran- 
eis had a brother there, confessor to a 
noble ' famrly ; and it so happened, that 
Monsieur De Preux had twicQ passed some 
months in that beautiful city, and had, he 
Said, some very respectable acquaintance 
tliere, 

The good 0I4 father, in füll confidence 
of De Preux' iittegrity, from the recom-- 
mendation he brought with ^him, and as* 
sured of the virtue and morals of' Lewis, 
feit less reluctance at the Separation than 
he expected; and in the hope of the 
youth's deriving both knowledge and profit 
jfrom a plan he had been anxious to pro- 
motie, saw them depart without betraying 
any of those lively emotions that agitated 
Lewis on leaving, perhaps for ever^ the 
only friend he had in the worW, who 
could^ or would serve him. 

K 2 CHAP. 



}gQ TBE FBASÄNT 0» 



CHAP. XV. 



O 



UR travellere, aft»r a looig -mad veiy 
pleasant joum^y throi^igb Lorrme and 
Franche Comtd, croasied inte SnKit2i0iland> 
purposely to pass a few days at B«m.aBd 
Lausanne* — 'Jtt meß ffom the last meotioned 
place that Douglas, and I^wis wcote tx> 
theif TespeetiY«^ fiimds. As' «Qäuvig pAr- 
^idsr ccQwwd ötki^ dwtng t^r r^ 
9kU«K^ ^t^% or hl th^ tow ttir^^ugh 
hßfy^ wiltil thcy roached FJpiWQe» wbme 
k was Jntended. th^ «hould b^ ^tetioiw^ 
some months;^ ynß «b^ wnt; att ^^ 9^ 

lime 



Itme dnd beaittiful Images^ romantie and 
Ao^ery descriptions of citks, tömis, moun^ 
taim> and vallies^ ^^y^-^y^. moms, and 
setting suns^ which former traveUera hftv6 
already sufHciently expatiated on^ and are 
toa generally known^ to exfeite curiosiity) or 
Goavey pleflBure ta oar readers from qut 
feebie pen.. We shall Üierefofe set dotm 
^ur touiiste safefy at Florencey where they 
coilgraitulated eftch other on what they had 
mnesiy' and on the pleading prospect of stüT 
moM enchfiltitig views they had yet to see« 

£v^ry one had been so entirtly engaged 
hy the nov'elty of the scen^ they had ra- 
pidly passed through, that no opportiinities 
<K:curred fi>r investigating characters. -^ 
Except in Bern and Laußanne^ they had not 
stopped two dayg in any ctty oi' town; a 
ramble round the buildings, a cursory view 
at the cwiosftie^ and a few questiortö o£ 
mdifibf^ently ihformed people^ ' rdath^ to 
Am \o^ Ciistom* flsidi mannen» of each 

K 3 place. 



IQS THE FEASAKT Ql^ 

m 

place^ veiy well satisfied young Douglas, 
who, regarding Monsieur De Preux as an 
Oracle^ trasted his judgment implicitly to 
his direction. 

Ahd here we should notice, that Mr. 
Douglas having made his son a very liberal 
allowance^ and also a genteel salary to 
Lewis, with letters of credit that were a 
passport through every town and country, 
when they arrived at Bern, young Frederic, 
from his strong attachment to De Preux, 
received him entirely as a companion, and 
hired an attendänt valet to supersede him 
in those subordinate offices he had urtder- 
taken to perform. Tb this arrangement 
Lewis was perfectly acquiescent, as it had 
always given him pain to see the de- 
gradation of a gentleman. 

A celebrated author, in describing the 
manners of the French, observes, — ^^ they 
are lively and insinuating— flattery and 

dissimulation 
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dissimulation costs them nothing, bn the 
contrary they think it the very essence bf 
politeness : — they submit to adversity with 
a good grace, bvit they are intolerably 
proud and insolent in prosperity." 

All indiscriminate or general censure, on 
any nation is illiberal; but there are un- 
doubtedly too many instances that justify 
the severity of . this Observation on indivi- 
duals. ^This many families have known, 
since the reception of French emigrants 
into their houses as preceptors and govern- 
esses; Whilst hundreds of amiable unfor-* 
tunates in their own country, have been 
dismissed, and thrown into ttjat abject po- 
verty, from which such families Tiave 
thbught it meritorious to preserve tlie emi- 
grants — without reflecting, that . govem- 
ment had liberally stepped forth to.assist 
them, and that great nuuibers of vvell-bom, 
well-educated persons of both sexes, per-^ 
baps oiphans and friendless, deprived" of • 

K4 relations. 
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rdations^ friends, and fortune, by (hat 
veiy national calamity (ä fatal, destructive 
warjt which brought the unfortitoate emi- 
grants unda- our protection. Hundreds^ 
to spesk, within bounda^ of such, s^e now 
wanting bread, countenance, and support ; 
and, without hope of relief, are possibly 
diiven into vice wd infamy by indigeücd 
and neglect, because superseded in those 
situations by foreigners on which they de^ 
pended fbr existaice. This is a mdan- 
chc4y but true representation of circom«« 
stances, that calls loudly upon benevdetu^ 
and national consideration to remedy« 

But to return to a character that unhap- 
piTy exemplifited the observ ations of the au- 
tKor, whose general censure we did not ap- 
pi^öve. — Monöieor De Preux, wc have said, 
was well born, and in eai-ly life, had befter 
expectations than the hurtible line in which 
tj!e had passed some years. He had quick 
pärts, natural vivacity , and in every situa- 
^ * tion 
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tion W9B eqtitled tö öbscwe * kind o£ pridei ' 
«•«^ deco^t digmt j, whiefa is dlway«^ due^ 
ia öJMehnBß under eveiy mislfortuiie« 

Unhapfniy, De Breoly in fiobmitting^ tt^> 
Ueat his de^dfttion, had. ibrgotteil that: 
]^roper pitde whidi^piaervessdf-reeqpect^; 
joid anxioiiS to concdiate good-tvill^. saadt 
fitwurable indulgenties^ had sufFered fa»- 
mkid to be debased by hb circumslances. 
He GOciU assume any diap^ and tmM pe<- 
Beträte the.dharacters of youth with T?oa^^ 
derful faoility.. 

Thin knowledge gamed^^ Ke^ quickTy 
ibniied )iis plam on the snpa*stracture of 
siiother peraon's weakuess^ and by thef most 
inainiiating maaners acquired an asccsn-- 
dancy that seeured ümMt,jaxü hadprocured 
him proftectioii and:racoinmendaE£ton^ This 
gentleman^ agreeably sutprised and flattered 
by. the sudden prepassfession ia his. iavcair 
^iiced^by {^ederic Douglas, pursued his 

K 5 usual 
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usual modes of conciliating attention and 
regard from those he served with more than 
common avidity. The character of this 
youth he saw was to be fixed ; he was wild, 
dissipated, thoughtless, and vain, — ^accus- 
tomed to uncontrouled indulgence, with an 
easiness of disposition that in early youth 
miglit have been taught to bend at the 
shrine of virtue, with the same facility as he 
had puTSued vice and dissipation, en- 
•couraged by the example of an imprudent 
•mother. 

He had nofixed priiiciples, but little judg-- 
ment, and less decision. — ^A sensible, intel- 
ligent, mild preeeptör, might, without a 
doubt, have acquired the same iniluence 
over his mind, as the unworthy Abbe häd 
done; and hii; character, in goodhands,. 
would have had the stamp of virtue. — ^But 
he had been lefl to plunge into a career of 
irregularities at an age when he ought to 
have been at school, and all that was re- 

quired 
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quired of him was to cpnceal his follies 
from the eye of his father, — to pay a re- 
spect he did not feel, to the Abbe, — andi 
sufFer him to establi3h his character; ia 
whatever light he pleased, with his weak. 
and careless employer. 

De Preux was well convinced he could 
shape this youth into what form he pleased ; 
but it was not so with Lewis Berthier* — 
There was a solidity in his manners,— an 
energy of character in all he said or did^ 
that; denoted . a reflecting mind capable of 
thinking and acting for itself. This young 
u^an whose humble birth he disdained^ 
— -who he considered in the light ofade- 
pendant pn Frederic .Douglas, and who^ 
any more than liimself> had any prospects , 
of Support, but what- he must derive from: 
his own exertions, under all these disad- 
vantages, to which was added a-jealousy of 
the influence he nught obtain over Doug- 
las, if not counteracted by his manoeuvres, 

iUi 
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in Spite of himself, with all these causes of 
dislike, he could not help mingling respect 
^nd fear with contempt and hatred ; — and 
tö withdraw the confidence of his compa- 
nion fröiii ohe whose principles were so 
inimical to his own views, must be the 
first grand object to accomplish. 

i 

V 

Lewis^ ingenucus and unsuspicious, had 
not, yet developed the character of De 
Preux. New to the world, its customs^ and 
ttianners, he had öbserved nothing m his 
behaviour to lessen the respect; and humane 
considetation he feit for his birth and mis- 
fortunes,-^He had but one line to pursue 
in his own conduct,* to follow the dictat« 
of an unadialterated heart^ govemed sölely 
by an innate love of tnith and integritj, 
and a wish to pleas^ his volatile ccnnpanion» 

As to Douglas^ His fif st prepossession in 
fevour of Lewis had considerably declined^ 
since his intimacy with De Preux ; and 

though 
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though he was still good humoured, and 
apparently kindy it was more from careless- 
ness and habit^ than from any settled es- 
teem, With these dispositions they ar- 
rived at Florence ; and De Preux who had 
been a resident there several months, very 
soon pnocured Ihem proper accommoda* 
tions in the house of a widow gentlewomah: 
who had one son and two daughters. 

No sooner were they setüed, than De^ 
Preux introduced to Mr.. Douglas the 
Couiit Bedito^ and Seignor Massini^ '^ two^ 
young noblemen/' he said^ ** who were 
dtstinguished for their politenesß and urba^r 
nity tö strangers, if they were tnen of &- 
^on and character/' They spoke Fttmclk 
perfectiy well, and understood English^ but 
spoke it indiferently .-^liiere was aif^ »r of 
fiishioa in their af^)e«ranoey and of ease in 
their manners^ that highly pleased Ebug- 
hs; who^. coAtrary to the usual reserve in 

Englishmen^ 
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Engiislimen^ w4s presendy extrenaely fami- 
Iiar, and highly loquacious. 

Lewis, always in the back ground^ after 
the first introduction^ was merely an ob- 
sdirer. The civility which the strangers 
shewed to De Preux puzzled him not a 
little. He had been recommended to Fa- 
ther Francis as an intelligent travelling 
valet, vA\o having been well bom, lititun« 
.fortunate^ had kmg been accustomed to that 
Situation ; but had superior manners to what 
.was commonly met with in such. 

It was true, Lewis knew but little of the 
world^ tndeed . iiothing but by books; yet 
he could not hefp thinking. it Strange that 
if he ha4 been in Florence beforn^ in a sub* 
orcfinate .character, that he should now be 
familiär with noblemen.. Still it might faie 
his igiiQranc^ of the local cust;oms of the 
place^ and he coittinued to observe, with- 

-out 
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out presüming to form an <^ihion of wfaat 
he did not understand. 

. A:proposaI was niade fbr the opeca ; Lewis 
TCiitured to Wut, ^' Would k not be proper 
to avail themsdves of the introduction Fa* 
ther Francis had giv^en to them^ before they 
went into public." This idea was scouted 
by all the party. — Seignor Massini gaily an- 
swered, " Any day would answer the pur- 
pose^ wd be a day tpo soon to be intro- 
4uced to an old formal enthusiast, for such 
he supposed the friend of k Father Fmn-- 

cis must beJ' 

> 

. " He isa priest/*' said De Freux, " but 
I have noidoubt a worthy tnan; and per«^' 
tainly Mr. Douglas should send his letter 
the föUowing moming," 

^ With all my heart," Mr. Douglas, 

*earelessly answered^ and Lewls^ accompa- 

nied tbem in; silence for his thoughts were 

Wandering 
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Wandering back ta tfae UrsuUne Cbnreitt^ 
in the Forest of Ar deiinc. 

On enterin^ ihe opera-hoose, atta> 
nishment seiaed on, all his fäoultieß^ Kv&y 
idea Wdfi^ put to Aight by th^ üsf^^itiöu df 
the scenes- befbfe him^-^the DOföltyand. 
gnmdeur of whioh he häd hot the smaUert: 
conception of ; and as he hadnotbö^ ac^ 
eufltomed to any artifickd diiguiäe of his ' 
ieeling»y — ha bioke öut in sui^h rapturo^ 
esteiamitioDs ad highly diterted his compa^ 
«ions, axA vmM at dnce have informed th& 
fbreigners^ he was not a man of the worlxf^. 
but a raw youth, perfectiy a stranger to- 
^{public plaeei^ hld tbey ndt pieiriousl^ beeni 
acquaintecf with hto bbtk andl Situation». 

. ■ • * 

Lewis was all' ey6 aiid es^totlle aiter- 
tainments on the stage> and attended but 
Ytry little to h^ cbmpaoiions«. Thoügh. 
Douglas was eitfemely detigfafted he was. 
not so aibstrtoted totheotopany^ and the 

fascinationi 



» 

fascination öf the beautiful women, who 
cast a thousänd tendet* regardscü the hand- 
some English youths ;-^Harid before the en- 
tertainmaits concluded^ the Count had in- 
troduced Douglas to a trio cf ia<£es in tbe 
next box> who contrived to make himself 
undersitood through the medium of hisneW 
fri^nds/aAd his mdiffereift Frefich, 

Wlieh Ihe cürtaJn dro^pftd, Le^His feco- 
vered fröm hiä deKriufn <rf pteasurfe, and 
was f allied by his ^^ö^npanicHid for his total 
neglect of them. He frankly pleaded 
guSty, and acknowfedgi^d Öiat Ws tehses 
had all been 6aptivated l}y the ench^t^ 
toeiitö ctf the ev^mgi the näture of \;(^idi 
he had not th^rirfffst distaht idea öf j-^nd 
therefore mi^t well be pardoned if he had 
forgot^very thing but the gfatißüation of 
his senses. , 



Douglas lau^ed aloud;-— 4 '^liräg.dnd a 
smile wcre tlie answers expressed by^thefo-. 

reigners, 
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reigners, — ^but the smiles caused in Lewis a 
momemtary confusion, for they were smiles 
of contempt.-^The expression iii their 
countenances pointed it to his fedings^ and 
he feit abashed. — ^Tlie good humour of 
Douglas restored him to himself. — ^* I 
envy you, Berthier,'* said he, " every thing 
you See. will have the charm of novelty, 
and your pleasure must be superior to what 
any of us can feel.— For my pärt, I have 
been accustom^ to the gay scenes of life^ 
fever since I was out of my leading strings.'* 

^^ But not tp such scenes as the Italian 
q)era,*' reraarked the (Üöiiht. ^* No^not sa 
ßuberb and gcand certainly, but a few 
minute*$ weäf s ofF th^ first impression of ad- 
miration, and then 'tis all the same routine 
pf singing and dancing/' 



i( 



You must speak more respectfuUy of 
jpurippera^iif you^^xpeqt to please pur beau- 
tiful Signor?s>" rfBtunjed the Qoimt. 
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*^ Oh, ril say whateter you plca5e to,dic- 
täte on that head," aoßwered Douglas, 
^* wrtb such a temptation in view. But no 
wonder," bowing to one lady, who just then 
had fixed her black and spärkling eyjes on 
Lewis,-— ^^ uo wonder if I was insensible to 
the fascination of your charming opera, 
\yhen an attraction ^o magnetic near to me, 
drew mfe irresistibly on one side, that 
it was with difficuly I could throw aglance 
on theisicenes befdre me/'. 

" Wdl come ofF,'* ; said Seignor MaSi- 
sini* The lady slowly withdrawing her 
eyes, from what $he thoUghi a. captiuating 
objecty bowed gradously to Douglas, and 
permitted him to 4iand her to her carriage, 
accompanied by another^lady .something 
older. Exchangji^ a fiawi com^iments 
they retumed, a3 the nöblemen were to 
sup with Douglas. 



Tb^ir 
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Thelr conversation natundly turft^ on 
the opem^ and äie ladies^-^^Lewis^ ki ^tt 
of his intended caatio^^ was enüiiaaastic 
in his expressiöns of delight. V&af^M^ 
highly extolled the house and entertain^ 
mait; hvA he waft still more Rii^üfous in 
praise of the lady,*-^'' She was ditt moA 
beautifol crestisre m tbeunireMtl^^^Bttt,'*' 
laid he, dieckng h]ttsdf> wA with * 
«nile, ^^ I £^get my fiäond Betidkäar, wift 
condemn me foi" my aitentioiis^ fcr äs l 
am not eighteen^ he thinks my eyes sbould 
HGveir wander fcbm th^ poge c^ instructiob J^ 

* * 

^ And fitmi whm^.caa y<i>u dearive bet^ 
ter informatMn thaa from the great bock 
of Qßture r*^ «^ä the GcAmt^ ^< Ja tht 

beaiatifiil vohtme oi a fine woman^s. faeei 
yoiv sasay contempfaite Heavei^'s best wcirk> 
ai^ hare a <^ousand sourote of intuitive 
knowledge^ of more use tö your prognsft 
through the world, than the dry lessons o£ 
old Scaeca^ or thej stoic £picteti}&«HBtrange 

feUows> 
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aow." 



-'^ Ob, bw^^l ÄQ«^ Iqsfy pbilospphers ]•* 
crie4 Piw^sKr, ^^ I iifiow v^y little «^^ui 
4Aaw.^ want 4i^ Igfipw t^Q, woflc}; ^nd:^-^ 
joy itß pi^Ä^nr^s^T^h^fa my System/! ;.. 

^^ Aye, mA Um beft ay^terq, top," }öir^ 
411 Seigöor M^^pi, ^* Iwit tb^ :Hiß oi^ji 

'Of spQiety; ÖXöse -wbo aw 4epeRid»iM» 

to fit them for their drudgery through life 

Tbe look tb^ aocxH^apOBied tbeae wprdä 
wa3 so pQiiiti^d di; !(<^wi4 tbat hß falt tbeiq 
to his souI, tho' othemse t\^ ^v<;a^m 
might have lost its efFect; but however 
Jourly bi&.|)irtb^ h^h3ii\ m inwte djgjpdty of 



»• 
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" It is happyj" said hc, '^ when the mind 
of mari is fitted to the .Station 4:hat Provi- 
dence has allotted to him. — For instance^ I 
was bom ariä'educated iri pövetty and ob- 
scurity, — ^I am hott* ^throwh upon the wide 
ocean of life, to proeure my future raain- 
tenance; lam sensible of the many uncer- 
tain chances against me, but I hope I am 
prepared to meet themwith fortitade and 
petsevetence . I' make nö pretension, — as- 
sume no consequence,' bat whilst Thave 
honour and irttegrity for mysupport, I will 
bear no insiilt/not even from a nobleman." 

^* You are warm, — ^you are too free and 
impetubus, Berthier!" exclaimed Douglas, 
*' how hals the öbservations of the Seigiior 
affected ypu, that you should so rudely 
retort upon him ?" 

*^ Not rüdely, sir," replied Lewis, his 
5pJrit a littk cooled by having given vent to 
it, ^^ not rudely, I t^öpe, I meant merely to 

prove 
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prove tbat I was not ignorant of my Situa- 
tion, nor insensible to pointed reflectioils» 
I trust I shall alwajs know myself, and 
have a poper respect for birth and fortime, 
— but when I do not provoke or deserve 
contempt, I i^all also' remember 1' have a 
reputation to Support.** ^ ' ; » 

* * * ^ . 

"What is all this cursed dull stüff 
about?" cried the Count, " I shall l>e de- 
voured by the spieen in ten minütes. — 
Come, come^ if we must not ta!k of the 
women, let's have cards." " With aU my 
heart,** returned ©öuglas, ** I have not 
Seen the four aces since I left I/)Hdo»; — r 
but while tbey are Coming I must teil you, 
a droU frolic df mine at the convent in the 
forest of Ardenne.'* 

" I- feel my/head a little disordered,'* 
Said lidwis, ^^ by the ^entertainments of the 
opera, and, as I know liothing of cards, if 
you have iio objection Iwill retii-e.*' ^^ You 

are 
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are yöur Qwn imster> dear Liewis/* reCumed 
Douglas, in a kind tone> ^^ use iia cere-* 
mony, pray.*'T~With this penntssion he 
tQckledsw of t}\e Company aiid withdrew« 

His absence was a general relief, for thk 
Iow-bom youth was a check upon tfaeir 
conversation^ and an obsetver upon their 
fcttons^ wMch they ^^U knew woi^d not 
stapd t)ie. t^st of examination.-^o tme it 
is, tfaat vice both bates aUd fears vittue; nor 
i^ ^cs^ any consciei^e so calkniä but what 
9mst sQpi^times f^l the H[>wanl iQOfütor 
that ^vv^ thein.iii)to sh^i^e befor§ the man 

C^fdß WCTe SQoo fcro^ht, the Covnt md 
Donglas were partners agwiiai^ tbe Seigptor 
•and Monsieur DePreux; they played casskio 
tiU fiyei m the n^imiong^ with differenl snc- 
€€äs> but Fortune ak l^ogtU declared in &- 
Yoi^ qC t^ fo^mer, wh^ won abput thnrty 

ön 
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on the ßpot^ De Freux 'prodaced his purse^ 
\rhich^ a Iktle to the supprise of Douglas^ 
seemed to be yf^y iwelFfilled. He would 
have declined the riloney ;— ^* Exciise me, 
sir,** Said De Preux, ** though I have been 
unfortunate/ I am neither inean in tny 
principles, nor so low in pocket but that I 
always pay my card debts»'* 

** Fortune has hitherto dealt veff ün- 
justly with poor De Preux," said the Gount, 
" but Massini and mysetf are determined 
he shall henceforth assume and support the 
rank he is entitled to hold in society; — ^ue 
have ordered a deed to be prepared that 
shall secure to him a small independence, 
and the gifts of.friendship th^ most scru- 
pulous man may accept without any de^ 
gradation to his honour." 

" I am so entirely of your opinion," said 
the credulous Douglas, *^ that I hope you 
will allow me to participate in the pleasure 

TOL. II. L of 
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of serving a worthy •gentlemto to tiie best 
of Jiiy abilities. As I am yoüng, my. father 
has stinted my allowaoce to eight-ihundred 
a year." 

" Well, well," Said the Count, *^ morely 
to gratify your generous feelings, you shall 
settle one hundred on him, — ^not a Shilling 
more, — ^we shall make it up five hundred ; 
and my dear De Preux, I nöw congratu- 
late you oti the comforts of a small 
iftdependence, whioh you shall 'enjoy 
to-morrow." 



DePreux afFected much self-denial, — » 
vvished to decline such favours, particularly 
from Mr. Douglas, since their recent ac- 
^aintance, and the degrading light in 
which he was first infroduced, placed him 
in such a point of view, as could have no 
Claims yet, even to be ccmsidered as a 
friend. 

The 



\ 
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US,— we may stumble oA the nobleman,-^ 
I think I should rememb^ the name w6re 
I to hear it." 

^< Trealty should not, 1 belfeve," re- 
tumed Lewis, ^* at present I have not 
the most diätant idea of it; and am feally 
, very much concemed/' 

'' So am not I^*' rejoined his oompa- 
nbn, ^^ we shall have the introductioni 
.i]uitej«ooh enoughi I date say.-*^ 

; Stsvei^^ diaya had- now passed' away iifi a 
routin^ of * amtisements^ that delightod 
Douglas, — but after the qovelty was over, 
began to &tigue and disgust Lewis,— he 
ventured one moming to a$k, ^' If no time 
was to be devoted to study/' ^^ Yau mäy 
devote your wkole time to it, if you please,^* 
retumed the fgay youth, *' but I have a 
f reat aversion to every thing that hurts my 
eyes, and sours my temper; so I i^iall 

^ L 3 thtow 
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thrqw study to the dogs,-— tHl have noue of 
it, as the poct says..'' 

4 

'^ I understood,** said Lewis, gravely^ 
'^that we were to study together^ and im- 
prove each other ; — ^if that i^ not to be, of 
what use am I in attending upon you.V^ 



** Use ! why you follow in my suite^* 
ypu are my CQjnpanion»-' • ' 



^^A very unprofitable one^I am sure, 
if it is merelyto follow you to public 
lipectaeles.— -I cannot diink myself enütled 
to a salary for that purpose ontjr/* - i 



€C 



Pry'thee don't be so fastidious; — ^my 
father dlows you a tolerably decent sti- 
pend, — spend'jit; and be thankful. What 
. the devil have you to answer for respecting' 
my conduct, or the manner in which 
you, dispose of ; y<)ur own money?— - 
. Do pray, *^ gentle, youth," recoUect you 

ace 



f' 
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are not now in the Forest of Ardenne; 
— ^youare become a member of society, 
and if you design to make your ^vay 
in the world, you .must do what all 
\vise people are obliged to do, — comply 
wijth the customs and manner$ of tlie 
people you are with." , 

^* But if I have neither talents nor 
inciination for any such customs and 
mataners?'* 

» 

'^ Why then really," retumed Doug* 
lasj->shrugging his Shoulders, *^ you are 
only qualified^ to Vegetate with the old 
firiar in * the forest. — However, make 
trial for one month of my System; — ^at 
the expiration of that term, if you do 
not persevere from choice, I give you 
up as incorrigible,- — and you shaH form, 
your own..** 

L* Having ^ 
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Having nothing to oppose agauist this 
reqüest^ without appearing tO be capri* 
pious and precise^-— Lewis acceded to 
rttend them every where for one flx>nth^ 
He was not aware of the extent of hi^ 
|)romi8e^ — nor could he fbresee the 
gulph that was preparing to opcn be- 
fore him, 

'Hs now time we should introduce 
to our readerSj the noble Count Benito^ 
and the Seignor Massini; — but we will 
pay thein the coo^liment of ap^aring 
in a new ch^pter. 



.' »'•..' 



^ :■.■.<.': 



» » » I ' 
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HB Cqunt Benito was a Neäpolitati) 
Ijy biith^ aiid bis ancestörs tiad . ppssessed- 
both rank and: riehes# His> fathe^ suc«»^ 
ceeded tö ati estaie^ that exhausted hy the 
ttuturies and extravagance of its formet 
öWhei^> l€A hJm blit very little to valüe bmi-^ 
Seif with oA the score of ricltes. Ätitpride 
and vanity oonceal^ the d^iehcy of: 
vrralth^' and' Öie resource of deejp play^ in 
^hieh he was an ädept^ enabled bam: to t 
Support bis title with sotri^ little ostentation^, 
but withottt any real (fignity.. 



226 



THF PEASANT OF 



When hecame tathis impaired estate^ 
he was a, widower with one son and two 
daughters; — ^and wh«i he discovered the 
real amount of his fortone^ the two latter 
were thrust into convents^ and the former 
Was allowed to be his &ther's companion^ 
and at a very early age initiated into the 
'science of play. 



But fortune does not- always reward 
merit. The eider Count Benito very 
frequently lost both his money-and his 
temper, to others who. were not lesß know* 
ing, jand had more fjorniBap^d oyer th.eir 
.passio^s than • himself ; — ^ar^l as he .nevjSf 
CQuld be brought to acknowledge the 
possibility that , any man coulA equai him 
in skilk — ^and uritil of late thafc a few 
new, scientific gentiemen had sjt^ed .up, 
had b^en unaccustomed to: lo^e ordread 
any compcititor, — ^füs disposition /grew 
very irritable, and at length drove him 
to insült a fortunate Opponent^ in a way 

never 



« 
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rfever to be forgiven by a Neapolitan with* 
out refvenge./ 

*,* - 

In a few days from this ajffront • being 
given he was found assassinated in the 
street. A> mortal stab had deprived him 
of life, — and the gerpetrator was never 
discovered.. "" 

- ♦ 
The youhg 0)unt> found^ pn an ihves- 

tigation into h^ affak-s, that they weresa 

invobed^ as to make it very convenient 

tö him to leave Naples,. where he was 

too - well : knowh ; — and try on • another 

tkeatre,, to recover liis reputatioii, and. 

make. his fortune.- 

• Hecame:tö I'lörehce>- where by ana=^ 
tural assimilation of ! characf qr,. he: sobn 
£^»rmed an acquaihtance.. wkh Seigpoi? 
Massini^ ayouaigman of respectable. cou^ 
nexioijs, but of dissplutci manners, .who- 
had exhausted . a small, paternal fortune, 

aai 
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and bjr the irregularities of bis conduot, 
had disgusted bis friends. These gmde-^ 
men quickly understood each oüier; and 
€:labbed tbdr Iktie pioper^^ their taledts, 
and ingeouity, to kvy a tax uppn . äie less 
knowkig OQe^s^ wlia vere to contribnte to 
theur snpport^ 

Soon after this partnersbip conunenced^' 
MoBsieiur ]>SvFiettx cam^ to Fbrenoe in 
the suite of a youBg Engjlish ;nobIenuai^ 
who was but an indifferent proficient in 
tbe Frencb language^ and knew still less of 
Itafin, indfced ahnost nothing. DePrwix 
attend^d bim as a kind of Yalet die ^aoe 
and Interpreter. This young lord bad i|0 
govemor^ had just come of age, and taken 
possesskm pf a fine fortone. A long^ mi- 
Dority bad placed biiti- uoder the care of 
an avaricious old un^le^ i^dbo had shame« 
jRiOy negiected bis edücatio9> and paid stiU 
liBss attention to hia mups^ and maoneRS. 

He 
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He had an aunt> and a sister, to whose 
cäre^ most fortuilatdy^ she was committed. 
Thi&lady saw that the ilfiberaf parsimony 
of l:u8: uiicle would be the ent^ min of 
her Hepfarar^ faut her remonstranees ävaiied 
i»)tha]alg; he waa kept at an kidiÖerent 
grammar sidbod^ wfaere superficial know*^ 
ledge was substifuted Cor real improvem^t, 
untU h» rnide tiiought ^t to recalhim^ 
and an his death bed acknowledge^ that he 
was nearly one^and-twenty^ This uncle 
died^ wfao was^the last remaining trusteä 
for the ypung orphan. Hie few iBonths 
intervening^ befbre he* becam^iiis 0wa 
master; he^ passed with his sister. Her ac^ 
quiremeht» and talents made fmn Musii £ot 
Hs Awn deftcts^ and he resolved to tinvel;; 
-— as if going into foreign countries could 
temove the baneful consequence of a heg- 
tected education, and give energy taocaa 
uninformed mind*. 



Vit 
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He had no-sooner been put in possessiÖR^ 
ei \\vi estates, than he eagerly pursued the 
^lanhe had formed^ and with two sarvanta; 
and no eqüipage, he left Ekiglahd and ar^ 
rived in> Pranice; where he^ fpund. it ie« 
^üiske to have a travelUng valet^ for bis 
domestics were downright Englishmen. 
MansieonDe Preux was. just then disen- 
gaged^- and <n the auberge ^ where this 
nobleman atighted, of eourse he was re- 
commended ;— ^lis penson, maniiers^ and 
little histoiy^i related by the master.of J;he 
aiiberge^ /inte^tM the fe^lkigs of a ge^ 
nera^ufirJEnglfshinanj änd he was pceseritly 
inducted in Jus place o£ an interpret^>. 
Dccasiok^ välet^ and as a prc^>^ «appendage 
to the' solte of my Lörd An^o&. . • 

' In this sihiation they arriVeiol in Flp* 
rence, where by. the chapter of jftccidente^ 
afid keen look-out of Mon^ieilr Ma^sj^z 
they formed a wonderfiil intifnacy with 
üim andthe Count. The plausible man- 

ners,. 
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neiS, : jengä^ng air, aiid pcrfect kndwledg« 
of mankiif^^ Hvhidi they ; di^pläyed . tö the 
best ^dytotegei^. h&d. its injten^^defFeGt ou 
my/; Lord D* * * ** .. Constitutional good 
iiußK>i^^ aad ignorance o£. the world, ri^ade 
him eil easy 4>rey to ärtifpl men, who veiled. 
J^a depravifcy' of theirhearts by the mos]t 
superfidal acquireo^ents and ^ persuasivjSL 
agcemens^ 



■>, .V 



As: wi$iaj^;4[}pt writing the history of liOrd' 
D**'**ff, wp^i^all ^yrrbrid^y add, that 
his agreac^td^ fffi€$i^f 'in a s%yvrmf9^s plun* 
de^ed him crf,. his mon^y,^:^ juip^. hiß ^ 
heal th wr— The: phy4cian^ ,advised, fl, retunkto 
hts naj^ve B,v^ßs a^iast resour>ce agaiqst the 
Tftvaggs, of a rapid , decline, and to trj^yeli 

>j :?§«y< jpfm^ ^^m)^ Fw^e., • _ . 

4 l 

His aunt and sister ;]yere then on thef^ 
Continent, and appointed to meet him at 
:i*flg!?i ^ 1?^. would take his'irou^gr jthr|Ough. 
-!y!P^!fii*y»-.whei:e-.theXjW#re te.jojp ^mp 
jviisa particulac 
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particutar friends. He complied wiöi their 
wislies^ arrived there^ and An tbf«6 treeks 
after feil a sacrifice to the irr^gv^äritiea his 
Constitution was unequal to c(^ with;.^«^ 
His elöthes/ watcb, aild. two^ MifldMiA 
pounds^ were beqtieathed to De Prewot, 
wha had artiully kept hb inftüenäe uniffi^ 
paired^ and his integppity imimpeached. 

It was veiy shortly after this event that 
he was recommended to Fathe^' Francis in 
an advantageous^ point of^ieS*'^ superior fe 
a commött väleti ^ l^^firtÄt^ *of 
Douglas wäs^ lio Jess anexpected than de- 
siräble; ffid when Pforentie was thö dei^ 
clared heacf quarters fbr sofne 'thkiej, he 
wrote to Seigrior^ Massini^ who with hfe 
friend the Goünt weite pr^ared^ to xtc^Ssr^ 
a second unsuspecting Englishman the. 

moment he arrived. ' C^^ 

» . . . * ^ 

And riöw^ having introdUc'edP the Ittdütals^ 
tothe knpwledge^oi our röftdfers,. Äcf llfe. 

nature 
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naiure of their * acquamtance with> De 
Prejix, we shall just observe, that the poor 
humbly-bom I^ewis was a . thbm in their 
path they .were resolved to getrid of, as 
they hated his upright priiiciples, and 
dreaded lest he should penetrate into their 
real characters. The letter of Father 
Francis to Tiis brother, De Pretüt had art- 
fuUy Gontrived to take away, when ohe day 
entrusted to seärch for some othi^ pa{Jer m. 
the. ti^veHnig de$k; ,and by that means 
prevented the dei^opement <of • the cha^ 
ractersy prefcty :welli]aiowa in Florence^ ^cif 
his two associat^s. : ^ ^ • . 

Douglas was tob jndifiebei^ fbr an in- 
troductionitb an öld priiest^ to give himself 
«ny coucern $t*the disi^pciaBrance of the 
paper^ and LewU simply conduded' it was 
carelessly left behind them at the Convent. 
In Proportion as their new acquaintänce 
gained ground in the good opinion of 
Douglas, the influence of Lewis declined ; 

the 
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the utiobtiusbre gcxxl quafities cxf the lat- 
ter, azKl the mtegrity of bis principles, 
were feit as reproachful aad tiresome, ancF 
' yet it was impossi^le to treat him ill^ or 



4esigpedly lo affiont faim. , 

The two machmators saw ^alvly there 
were but three ways to get rid of him— r- 
either by private assassination, inaufqportablfe 
Hisahs, that would rouzehimto: dettiand a. 
sqiaiatiQn from Doiiglas>. ori, by arts Xhey 

m 

were but too w^ v^räed: in^ te> draw him 
imperceptiUy from« Üiäi rectitade of con- 
duct, so very opposite to their *own, as to 
engender bpth^ fear and hatred«. This last 
plan, was adopted,;. as itwouM afiord tutend 
moret exquisite g^lfication ; för they were 
arrived atthat heiglM oi d$|}ravity, to feeä 
a fiend-like* pleasui'e in the destruction oi 
another, who presumied to: act from the 
dictalest c^ bia cQn^i^cQ>. \ 



1 » 



& 
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were afccöfiihiödatea^lri Ihe hoase^'of a wi- 
dow wbrtmh, whö had ' a ' sön ' ' änd two 

•daughtöts.^ The sön 'was employed in a 
liiercantile vhoüse, ihe yöungest daughter 
was lHit'tle^Öi'yea»i'oiFagey aad of a deli- 

' cätiö ^(ÄÄtetitutiori ; bHt the oldest^ Garoline, 
was^)0ewefen^fifteen and^sixteen, tall, well- 

vforinedy ^ vgood ^c^plexi43n^ and a pair of 
the 'md6t b^autift^l^^biack >ey6s that ima- 
glliatkm tan-ibrin^^^Uhere w^ a sedyoive 
softness in her manners that irresigtibly en* 
gagedthe attention and demanded kindness«. 



4 > « 



>Lewis )idd a 8d8ceptible heart^ and a na- 
.tural tendeme^s in his di^sition that in- 
[dined l>im to^^^old levery fetale witji 

cömplaceiicjr^ :ehd treat her with rei^)eet. 
.To the sex in getiend he had^paid but little 

attention, iintil he; saw Hermine, her leve- 

liness of persdi aridf mind 'had firstroused 
'his dormant sensibililiy, and tmight him the 

danger of induiging in an intercourse with, 
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a fascinating obj^ct, .who^ ^pposqd high 
birth an4 xperits placed^an inoperable bar- 
rier betweßn them.« . ( But this $i«t pasaoa 
guarcied his heartagajns^ otber imi^ressians» 
He had seen Fi^elia but once^ he^allowed 
ßhe was very. beautiTuli .;but,^ )yi9Mght of 
her .nomore/otb^^jise tban astibe^friend 
of Hermine an4 the .sister pf J>Qiighs;~- 
be had noticed a grea4 ntunber of pr^y 
. wpm^^in the differetit:p'rpvinces and towhs 
tbey pasaed thro'^ butiiot oüe whaenpg^d 
a second thought, 

. ' • ' ]. 

This^ however^ was not the case with 
Caroline« He had not been Awo daya ia the 
höuse before h^ attractive«ofi»e8s> and the 
glancei that ahoit ^oih her bi%ht and 
Piercing eyes^ niade a pleasi^ impression 
on his beart j«^bt such as Hermine' had 
inspired, but a sort o£^ gentle« cpmplacency 
stole over it^ thaf rindmed hiia^ to i^eak 
with ttodemess in hia-iröice^ and unjpeiled 
him to assist her ii^ xnanV little domestic 

conoems 
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'The .impetuous youth swore that he ' 
loved }iim heartily, — ^nd' that he was only 
ashamed of the trifle that he ofFered. — 
f^ But,'* (Said be^ *^ t am an only soh, and 
heir, after my w>cle*s death^ to the title 
and -estate of Lord Douglas ; — ^and then, 
my friend^^that hundred shall be made 
five." 

This declarfed heirship was extremely 
pleasiiig to his dear friends^ &d the de- 
licäcy of Monsieur De Preux was at length 
obliged to submit to the great kindness of 
his benefactors« * 

« 

The following moming when they^met- 
-at- breakfast. De Preux proposed »taking 
their credentials to the bröther öf Fathef 
Francis. Lewis reccived the proposal 
with pleasure, — Dou^a^ wtb[ indifffer- 
ence ; he acc^ed however^andäiö'travel- 
ling writing desk wa^ opeded^to* take out 
the letter.-^After tumbling- over every pa- 

- : L 2 per 
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per in it^ no such lettoF coiAld be foimd;-^ 
and the name pf the nobje family this 
good priest r^ided . with^ h^ving beea but 
once m^itione^t neither of them recol^ 
lected it^ and the priest*s appellative <^ 
Father St. Fierre> was too common to hope 
for ^ny direction to. him. 

What was become of the letter no one 
knew^ and aß it had bi^en. given in com- 
pliment to- Douglas, Lewis concluded from 
bis carel€ßavQla|biUty> that it must have been 

kft b,hW, s««.„h«e i.. hk .p^taeat. 
Though much vexed^ the error was not u*- 
retrievable, — ** I shall write to my dear and 
reverend: fnend, to day>" said he, ^^ and so- 
licit ^otbe^^ntroduction, if thefcmner is 
«ot eiresAy on ks way after us/V 

^^ Very powblyit roay,** rotümed Doug- 
las, ^^ , it Hras unpardonable cardes^ess to 
be fiure^— 1-but howevW' it will only be a 
9hort delay,>and: chanoe may. yet befriend 

US,— 
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concems that were performed in bis pre- 
fence. Uhhappily, what proceeded solely 
from a |)oIite kindness he thought due to 
her manners and Situation^ was very differ- 
eiitfy interpreted by the object of bis atten- 
tion, who, charmed by tbe very first view 
df bis really handsome personi, \was still 
möre enchanted by bis behaviour to ber on 
all occasions ; and in a very few days, en- ' 
couraged a violent afiection tö täte pos- 
session of ber beart, tbat betrayed itself in 
every look and action, Lewis alone being 
uncönscioüs of tbe tbeft be bad committed. 

Douglas bad, al first> been . ilnelined tb* 
trifle witb tbis lovely girl, büt ä lady be 
bad Seen at tbe opei^, and since tbat been^ 
introduced tö, by bis good friehds, bad 
entirely drawn liis attentions anotber way, 
from artfess cbarms to tbe - more capti- 
vatihg and irresi^iblekttractionsofartificial 
beauty. Tbe pasöion of the innocent Ca- 
roline bad been qnickly noticed by tbe 

Count 
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Count and his coac^^tcM'^ and DePreuK had 
been introduced to faa the flame^ and pro- 
-mote an initrigue between the two unsus- 
pecting victims. .The month Douglas had 
•exacted from Lewis to follow his leadin 
the gay jWorld, at 4rst seemed to disconcert 
their plan ; ^ttheir deep art soon contriyed 
to tum it to the; advantage of their first. 
scheme, in which it was necess^ry to make 
. Douglas an.^ssistant. 

4 

Three days djd. Lewis painfully adhere to 
his promise, and attend tjie party through 
the whole routine of dissipation and not, 
9f plays^.. operas^ gambjing societies^ and 
eypn to the houscs of some famous courtc- 
, saria, where every aUurement was €m- 
plöyed tp draw him into their snares. — 
His fortitude was^ s^y^rely tried; bxit he 
cam^ off conqueror;; yet his passions had 
}}eeii infia^ed^ and his,, tili then^ uncor- 
rupt mind, a littie yitiated* 



He 
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He feit hk danger^ detested the mode 
«of life his young coinpanion pursued with 
such avidity, and conceived it his ,duty to 
point Gilt to him the irreparable ruiri and 
disgrace he must draw on himself by fol- 
lowing » such a System of vice and iregula- 
rity. Douglas heard him "M^ith a cold air, 
and answered with a contempfeijous snfile, 
that ^^ He was too young, and teo little- 
informed of the cu^toms and manner'^' q^ 
. Society, to take upon himself the character ^ 
of a preceptor, and would very soon be an 
object of general ridicule, if he affected to 
be a moralist, fresk imported from the 
Forest qf Ardenne.^* 

^^ I feel, indeed,*' said Lewis, with some 
spirit, ^^ that I am out of my propa* place 
^ here, — that I ^m entirely usele^ to you, 
and live idly and^ unprofitably to myself.-— 
I am no ways entitled to the salary yöur 
göod father wa§ pleased to settle on me, 

when 
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;v^hen I can in no shape contribute to your 
pteasure or improvement/* 

'^ Why really/* answ)ered< Don^as^ " it 
was a queer businesB to suppdse I could 
derive either firom one so entirely Ignorant 
of men and manners^ — but the grand -de-' 
ßign, I suppose^ was^ that you were ta 
preach moraUty to me, like your prototypc, 
Father Francis.-^AU that I had no objec- 
tion to, now and then, to give variety to 
^conversation^ and I intended to retum 
^our in&truction tenfold, by teaching you a 
knowledge 6( the world, — ^but you seem to 
be incorrigibly stupid (perhaps you call ii- 
heing correctjy you will not attend to my 
lessons, and your's are too uniformly dull 
to make ahy impression on me;— so, if you 
please, we will conelude oür plan of mu- 
tual imprpvement, and each shall live 
agreeably to his own disposltion,— -forthere 
can be neither regard or cordiality, where 
tfaere is a perpetual restraint.'* 

"My 
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^* My dear Mr. Douglas," cried Lewis, 
with great emotion, taking his band, " I 
flattered myself with the hope of obtaining 
your confidence and esteem. — ^Your un- 
common undei'standing and talents, so 
very superior to mine, independent of 
worldly knowledge, gave me the promise 
of deriving the highest advantages from at- 
tending you ; — and you have it Wgely in 
yöur power, I am convinced, to reaKze 
those hopes and this promise." 

^^ But you won*t let me do it," cried 
Douglas, intemipting him. ^^ I would lead 
the way for you to partake in every plea- 
sure and advantäge of this delightful city; 
— ^but you hang back, and * like a misan- 
thrope, fly the society of men, and women 
too." - - 

m 

*^ What kind of men, what order of wo- 
men, is it from whom I turn ? Such as 

VOL. II. . M will 
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will debase my mind^ and Hkewise min my 
Constitution/* 

*^ Debase you/* cried Douglas^ haugh- 
tily^ ^^ my friends^ men of rank and fash- 
ion, debase you, sir?** 

*' Yes/* answered Lewis^ firmly, '^ tho* 
humbly bom^ — ^without parcnts^ friends^ or 
fortune^ — ^an inaulated being^ cast on the 
World to carve out my future support^ — ^I 
have a mind, sir^ as noble, and more 7in^ 
corrupt than those genüemen you speak of. 
I respect their rank in society^ but I do 
not e$teem their manners ; nor will I catch 
the infection^ by associating with persons^ 
so much superior to me, as they are above 
having any regard to decorum or decency/* 

^* Yöu are scurrilous, as well as imper- 
tinent/* retorted Douglas^ with great 

acrimoafiy. 
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'^ I am sorry yoii should think eo;- 
mean not to he either^ nor would I oftend 
you destgnedly ; yet I must again repeat ^ at 
your age — : — '' 

^^ Oh^ yes^ at my age I suppose you think 
I should be at scbool^ under the rod of a 
master. — ^But to end a conversation suffici- 
ently disagreeable^ I must teil you, Berthier, 
that I expect my fitends to be tfeated with 
respect, and mentioned with the deference 
due to their rank and fortune. — ^And as 
jy-ee-will on all occasions is with me the 
Order of the day, I nelease you irom the 
promise I exacted ; — ^pass your time as you 
like, and allow me to be uncontröuled mas^ 
ter of Inine/' 

" You will have no oljection, I pre- 
sume/* Said Lewis, " if I write to Mr. 
Douglas, that I heg to decline his sabry'in 
one month, from this day, which I shall 
employ in seeking out a Situation more 

M 2 iKU^rtcd 
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adapted to my birth and taten ts; — ^and re- 
quest Father Francis, through the medium 
of bis brotber, to assist me in that searcb/' 

*^ You will do as you please," answered 
Douglas, ^^ but what reasons will you give 
to my fathef fw tesigning your place 
and salary?" 

* 

*^ That I 'find my abilities and ignorance 
of the Avorld totally disqualify me from 
pursuing a line of life not agreeable to 
my inclination^/ which are as humble as 
my fortunes. — ^You> sir, may say what you 
please, for I shall not assign any other 



cause." 



^^ Very well/' returned Douglas, ^^ but 
if our inclinations do not coincide, and 
each chooses to decide for himself, — ^let 
US have no altercations, for I detest 
ill-humour." 
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" I am sure," replied Lewis, '* it is both 
my wishand Intention to contribute to your 
ease and goöd-humour ; — ^and I am so very 
sensible that iil-nature and illiberal reflec- 
tions are not natural to you^ that thougli I 
have feit the severity pf your sarcasms, I 
have forbom to retortor resent them." 

** Well, well, peace is restored,'V said 
Douglas, — ^^ you have vexed me, but I did 
not intend to hurt your feelings,'* 

* *^ That is enough,** retumed Lewis. — 
** Oh, that with such a disposition, and 
with such abilities.** — " No Ob's nor 
Ah's,** cried Douglas^ ^^ you may be, an^ 
are, I believe, a good fellow ; hut you have 
been spoiled by that old friar, and are only 
qualified to be confessor to some beautiful 
lady, whose venial sins t^quire some ghostly 
master." 

M 3 Laughing 
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Laugfaing aloud at hb own coocek^ he 
left the room^ and repoited to the txio, 
who were in the saloon^ the Intention a£ 
Lewis to withdntw from his Situation.— 
This was a most agreeable piece of hifor- 
mation^ but it stimulated them to proceed 
more diligently in their plot, that his se- 
cession from them might not be entirely 
with self-exnltation. 

Lewis settted to his apaitment to write,- 
as he had proposed doing. He was a good 
deal vexed^ bot more concemed for Doug- 
las^ than at that moment for himsdf. He 
foresaw the c€»nplete ruin of that headstiong 
yonth^ and coiakl scarcely answer it to hk^ 
ccMiscienee^ not to acquaint bis fatheir of his- 
danger.—But no particular confidence or 
injanction being laid upon bim, and know^ 
ihg but little of the father's^ charaeter^ and 
that little not highly to his advantage^ por- 
ticularly when he considered that it must 
be a very eareless parent, or a culpable one^ 

who 
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who could have pennitted a youth at his 
age, to have ran into such excesses» he 
contented himself with a shqrt and i^mple 
apology, for resigning a Situation he was 
not coinpetent to retain. 

But to Father Francis he was mone un- 
reserved ;*— he was bound to account for his 
conduct to hiiDi ^^^ though be ^ake 
with tendemess and delicacy of Mr. 
I>ougIb85 he did not feel hioiself obliged 
to be so very couttoüs in describing the 
licentiöuH mantiers of his two assooiates««-«« 
But mofo than alt^ he coQdemned Do 
Preux^ whose character had opened upon 
him every day, and whom: he behdd as a 
mere ftatterer^ deceitful, dissipated;^ and 
unprincipled^— 4md every way unworthy of 
the dtstinetion Mr. Douglas had raised 
him to. 

He was entirely unacquainted witb. the 
annuity Douglas had settied on him by the 

M 4 artifices 
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artifices of liis companions ; — and that fröm 
the quarterly allowance just received fiom 
bis father^ and paid by the banker, h^ had 
given De Preux fifty pounds^ besides losing 
several small sums to him at play; — ^and 
had already given notes for nearly a thou- 
sand pounds to bis good friends^ for money 
lost to them, and the means , of making 
presents to his favourite lady. 

What a culpable want of judgment and 
discretion in Mr. Douglas, . to trust a vo- 
latile youth abroad, so slenderly provided 
with persons competent to direct, and \^'ith 
-none wlio had a right to assume any au- 
thority over hiin ! Poor man, how much 
had he to answer for in the arrangements 
of his family, for that imbecility of mind, — 
that vveak uristeady line of conduct he had 
pursued to procure temporary peace,, at the 
expence of every duty ; — and laying up for 
himself years of ^unavailing , sorrow and 
regret. ' " j\ 

- ' * Lewis 
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Lewis had written his letters, and was 
leaying the room to have thejnf sent to the 
post, when at the door he . met Caroline. - 
The tears were running dowri her cheeks. 
' A ßudden iippuke of tenderness made him 
seize her hand^-^— *^ Ah, what is thematter^ : 
why do you weep ?!' 

The mQther of /Caroline was- a Frenchi 
womany and ./h^d accustomed her daugh* i. 
ters to speak ;the Janguage. , Otberwise,. 
as Lewis spa|(.e . b^t little , Italian, their 
subsequent dangerous conversations mi^ht 
have saved them both from mucb re- 

» 

pentance hereafter.. 

,: ^[ Why do you w^ep ?!' repeated Lewis, . 
ixK a ,tender yoice. . 

. < . .: ■ - ■ . 

. « Oh, : the Count, the - Govrnt 1'" exw - 
claimed she.-r-.^^ The Count ! how, what, - 
what has the Count to^ do. with you?'V 
~^^ Oh, notlüng,'* answered . she, stijlr 

• M.5 weeping. 
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v9eepingf ^he ia nothifig to me;— but 
jxm, he told me> y&» was going ta feove 
Plbrence.**— — 

Foor Jjemskt h was ^ SrA time m his 
life a sentiment 90 tender^ a regtet so af-- 
fectionate^ had ever met his eyes^ orreached 
his e^rs; — ^it penetrated to his heart. — 
** What, then it » for me yeu weep, dcar 
Carofine ; — wüf yo« bc sorry when I teave 
ytm ?'*-*•** Sorry ? Cfe, I shidl be miseral^; 
-—bot let me- paas, I know not 'wbat l am 
»aying/* 

Lewis however did not Ict her pass;— 
he took her hand and lad her into the gar- 
den^ toward» a grolta smrocmd^ with 
flowering shrubs. He seated her, stHI weep- 
ing, and placed himself by her ; — ^for a few 
moments both were säent, his mindwasa 
pcrfect chaos^ hia sensations n€w and imde- 
finable. — At length he gathercd resolirtion 
to say,— " It iS most Kkely that I shatt 

leave 



leave Ftorence soon^ but nofc absdiutdy eer« 
tarn/'-— '^^ No/' cried she^ wilhdmwmg tim 
handkerchirf that covered her (ace,^*^^^ not 
quite certain that you shalt go^^^then pmy 
do noL" 

*^ Dear CaroKne,** rgoined he, " I tsan 
not master of my own' destiny^— ta go or 
st^ does not depend lipon my choice»^ 

'^ Ah!** $ud she. *^ Monsieur DfeR-eux 
Said you might stop if you would, and 
that he was mpe, qtUte sure. if I — if t— *' 
*^ What," cried Lewis, ^^ what, if you— 
speak out.** ^* Why he swd, were I to 
ask you, he beiieved you woald be pvevailed 
uponi. But I have no right to ade you; 
though i thought I should have swooned 
when I heard you was going---but I can't 
hdp it you kfiow^ ifyou must leave usJ* 

Oh, ehildren of simpücity, how dan- 
gerous £»-6 you to an unsophisticated heart f 

— Lewis 
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— ^Lewis^ who had so I^tely been despi&ed^ 
iiisulted, and neglected^ who had never yet 
met with a female susceptible and tender^ 
feit the- most lively eniotions of gratitude 
to the afFectionate Caroline. They en- 
tered into a long conversation ; he found 
she was the child of nature^ innocent and 
guileless. Her mother, left to struggle 
with diäiculties, had not the means to 
cultivate an understanding very capable of 
improvement ; she had been growing iip 
in öbscurity, confined to the house, and 
solely employed in w^aking oq the^guestSw .', 



• 1 



Sie had' hever seert An- object that 
tpuched her heart tili She beheld I^ewis; 
and ignbcatit of her c&nger, cherished the 
tender inclination tili it had become fatal : 
tö her repOse,— tili she adgred hün, aqd. 
e\^ery wish of her gentle heart,:was centred, 
in Lewis. ' He alone was unacquainted 
with his conquest, though he adjnired her 
person, and was charmed by the spftness 

. ^ of 
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of her manners; but never once suspected 
that everykind attention he paid to her 
was fänning a flame already too strong for ' 
her resolution tö stifle. 

Aft^jr the .first lively emotions on the 
side of Lewis began to subside^ he frankly 
toid his simple hi^ory, with the greate^ti 
exactness, only pmitting what particularly. 
QoncßrXk^^ Jienyii^e. But the relation; 
had recalled her to . his mind's eye in aH 
her stiperior loveliness, dignity, and refihed 
undef Standing— -a recöUectioh not fevour- 
able-to poor Caroline' at the time; and at 
the conclusion of his story threw an air of 
sadoess pverr hm coumtenan^e, and a cold- 
nesö in. his raannfer ^fery difßbrent from his 
first address to her. . * ; ^ 

•^ You,areinot then'an-English my lord, 
nor-a-French noblemari-— yoii are humble^'- 
\]k^ nie, .Oh,. * ybu may obtain many sitti^ ' 
sAims in Flor^cie;!---j)TBy'd0it©t gö hack» to> 

r\ . '*; that 
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that dismal forest, to tftut dd priest^ who 
may die and leave yoa fiodom there.? 

^' I know not/* answeied Lern, ^^ whak 
is to become of me. I shall certainly fol- 
loir my good hüier*s adtice, fbr having 
lost all tfae natural guides that God gare 
lae, I look upoa him as my father, bene- 
iactor, and firi^id« But do not weep 
again, my dear Carofoie, -— I feet your 
loaidnesa moßt sensibly, and aasore yeu I 
shall expeiience very great regret to leave 
you, fot my heart I hope^ is iMmed fer 
friendship^ and grate&ü fbr yoar regard/' 

little nK>re paased at tkis^ interview.—- 
They retamed to the house, Carofine 
pleased with the tendemess he had ex^ 
pressed fof her; and Lewis nb less gratified 
that there wasone' objecfe in the World de* 
wous of attaching fasn to herseif« ^^ She 
certmnly krvea me,** said fae^. ^^ and ^tis^as' 
oertain^ by comparing^ her &ding» wiäi 

Hermine*^ 



'*» yiAien I took leave of her, that 
the latter hm noäitng more thmi a friend- 
^ip fbr me — tndeed I dare not wii^ for 
more. WeB Üien, I will attaeh myself to 
the lovefy, gaitle Carofine^ and sfee will 
teaeh me to overcome a hopetess pasi^on^ 
and render me moie worthy of Hermi»e's 
frienddhip. Mxhai I have for ever conquefed 
my too presumptttous widies/* 

He now vecolleeted hkk letters> and re«» 
tumed to the room where he had stof^^ 
with them — they were not to be fouiid^ he 
enquired throughout the house^ Mr. 
DougWs vale^ appeai^^ '^ he had takeh. 
them to the post." '* By whose Order?'* 
adeed Lewis. **My master's^ Sir; he 
came here to seal a letter cxf Ihs own^ aod' 
saw ,two other's laying on the table,— 
Take these with you, Renaud,'* he said, 
they are Mr. Berthier*s I know, and in- 
tended for the post.** ^^ Oh, very well,'* 
Said Lewis, " I am ohliged.to Mr. Douglas.*'*' 

Several 
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Several days passed on after tl^s/in every 
one of which Lewis and Caroline were sure 
to pass an hour or tvvo in conversation. — 
Her tenderness g|iew infectious; and the, 
revolution in his sentiments and heart were 
not long unobserved by De Preux, whose 
penetration nothing could elude. ' ^^ The 
philosopher is in love," Said he, " we have 
sueeeeded to a miracle, we have warmed. 
the flinty bosom, and shall see the struggle 
hetween passion and morality very soon-— 
depend upon it the girl will conquer." — 
^^ Then she will be the victim to . your 
scheme/* said Douglas: ^^ Wbat do you. 
propose as the consequence to him ?'* 

. -** Oh, you shall. see in good time. HjB:: 
begins ^tQvf ret exceedingly that no letterSv 
come frQnv the oU friar-^I intercepted one. 
this moming." 

' " With a fresh Jetter of introductiori to 

r « ■ 

th.e ..bjx)thpr, ^ I suppose,''. said Dcniglas. — ; 
. ; . • Adding, 
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Ädding, ^^ I have no wish to^profit by such 
an introduction, for niy dear Eleanora. has 
pnoposed an excursion to Bologna for a 
inönth; and if you can teil me where to 
raise the money, without borrowing any 
more from the Count, I intend going.'* 

f« We can all make a party, and money 
shan't be \vanting. As to the letter I shall 
fling it into Jthe . fire^ — rand by leaving him 
behi9d>\ve- shall throw him directly into the 
arws of, Caroline, — she's a delicious girf, I 
shall like her myself by and by.'* ^* Upon 
my soul/' returjied Douglas, ^^I don't 
half, jlik^ these plots upon Lewis, let hkn 
set off quietly and:^ gp to ^thedevil bis öwn 
way i-r^why should you push him - forward 
before his : tipie ?— After all, he is. an, ho- 
nest ,good lad, and tho' I hate bis puri-' 
tanicals and shall be glad to get rid of him, 
some how I don't like doing him any real 
injury." ... 
.' L' . : "InjurjM'* 
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** Injuiy !— Do you call throwing hhn 
into thQ arms of a fiiie girl doing him an 
injuiy ?— I can teil you one thing, sir^ if 
he does not get entangled with this girl, 
unleBs I am strangely out in my caicula- 
tions, he may prove a thom in your puth^ 
you will not' find it easy to throw aside/' 
*• I do not understand you!*' '* Then I 
must speak more plainly,— I sho\dd be very 
sorry to see a favounte sultaaa of nüne caat 
such glances at aaaother as your Eleanom 
does at him/when he ha& been prevailed 
upon to accomp»iy you.** 

*' Death and eonfusionP* exelaimed 
Douglas-^ *^ yow are not serious sure ?^ 
" Indeed but I am, — and sbe has asked 
me a hundred questions about him, and 
extolled his face and figure to the akies, 
when you were not present.** 

^^ O, throw him into the arms of ' the 
devil.then, if you will, and get rid of him« 

S*death, 
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S'death^ if I thought my Ekanora bestowed 
one tender glance on him^ I would have 
him thrown neck and heels into the Arno! 
— ^But let US hasten then from Florence/* 
*^ Very well, I shaU see about the needful 
preparations.** 

Thus thc artful De Preux, by a dex- 
terous attack upon the ruling passion of 
Dbugias, changed the tide of ju^ce, and 
upset the feelings of gen€9t)sity which lin^ 
gered in. übe boscnn of this volatile young 
man, in behalf of Lewis. It must, how- 
ever, be acknowkdged. De RwBt* öbserva- 
tions were not quite ermneous.^— From the 
first night of their appearance at the opera, 
thi» lady Eleanora had been prodigioudy 
Struck with the nianly and handsome per* 
SCHI of Lewis ; — ^but when kiformed that he 
was low-bom,— without fbrtune, — ^^d a 
dq)endant upon the young Englisbmon, 
awice quickly superseded inclination, and 
my Lord Angl<»s was received into her 

suitei. 
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suite, with a declared preference^ over all 
his livals. 

For some time Lewis had declined ac- 
companying Douglas in his visits ta her, 
when she received her moming attendants, 
and the warm admiration of Donglas, who 
was a fine ) outh, tho' of a boyrsh appear- 
ance, — the presents he mäde her, and the 
absence of his companion, altogether se- 
cured to him as much attachment as a 
woman of her stamp was capable of feeling. 

Unconscious of the consequence, he had 
one day prevailed on Lewis to call in with 
him, when she was making her toilet. — 
No lesö delighted than surprised, she 
tlirew out every allurement to captivate the 
insensible youth ; but tho' he admired her 
beauty he feit a contempt for her character 
that effectually secured. him from her 
snares, and she was greatly enraged on per- 
ceiving all her arts were fruitlpss, and her. 

charma 
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^harms lost, on this ^^ cold, marble-hearted 
pedsanty as she called him in her fit of 
resentful passion. — But the more indifferent 
he werc, the greater would be her triumph 
to subdue his frozen heart, and it was her 
scheme, of which Douglas was the dupe, 
to prevail upon Lewis, for one month, to 
follow the lead of his friend^ and enter 
tnore freely into tfaeir parties. By this 
plan she saw him several times, grew daily 
more attached, and had actually asked De 
Preux a number of questions, which he an- 
swered not very favourably towards a youth 
he both hated and feared. 

When she proposed a journey to Bou- 
logna, it was her degign to include Lewis, 
but fearful to name him, she seemed to 
take it as a matter of course that he was to 
be included in the party, and consequently 
would become domesticated with them. 
The little fraca^ that happened between 
Dot^las and him, with the observations 

^ throwii 
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thrown out by De Preux, prevented the 
fonner from intimating to Lewis the least 
tittle oir the intended tour ; — ^and when De 
Preux left him, he repaired^ not in the best 
of all possible humours, to the apärtments 
of Eleanorä. 

Unfortimately a great revolution had 
taken place in a few hours there, — an 
Austrian nobleman, who had been sqme 
time in Florence, having parted with a lady 
who came there mider his protection, had 
been looking out for a fair one worthy to 
succeed her; — ^accident had thrown him in 
the way of Eleanora, and he was much 
captivated by her beauty. Early that 
moming he had caused proposals to be 
made to her of a handsome- Settlements 
with magniücent presents^ if she would ac- 
company liim in his tour through France 
to England, where he purposed residing 
some time. The attentions of this nobleman 
had not been unmarked by the lady, and 

the 
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the proposal admitted not of tbe slightest 
hesitation ; — ^the attachment and constancy 
of such warnen as have forfeited th^ir pre- 
tensions to virtue and reput^tion^ are. held 
by too brittle a tie to resist the gratification 
of avarice and vanity, — the most wealthy 
bidder is sure to be the successful one. 

The scanty allowance of Douglas^ tho* 
he had involved himself deeply to answer 
her demahds^ were very inadequate to her 
wants and boundless extravagance,— •tho' 
. she had not piqued herseif upon her con- 
stancy to him, or declined private Visits 
when he was elsewhere disposed of. — ^Bul 
this present offer gratified eyery passion of 
her heart, and she made no scmple to ac- 
cept of it, appointing the foUowing day for 
signing of Settlements^ and assigning over 
her own person as an equivaient. 

How vitiated, depraved, and contempt- 
ible is the mind of man when once he gives 

himself 
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himself up to dissipation, and becomes the 
slave of a vicious woman! — ^A woman, 
who boldly stepping over eveiy boundarj^ 
of nrtue, erery pretension to reputation^ 
can, with undaunted efFronteiy insult mo- 
<lesty and female decorUtnj by appearing 
publicly infamous! — Such waa this beau- 
tiful Italian , The number of her Jovers was 
her boastj aiKl theonly merit she pretended 
to, was ^^ that she was no hypocrite, and 
despised the censure of • the world too 
much, to afiect even the appearance of 
virtues she had long since thrown aside.'* 

Soon after she had dismissed the Count's 
inessenger, and was got to the pinnacle of 
vanity and self-gratification, sooner than 
the hour he general!y visited, came in 
Douglas, with a clouded brow and discon- 
tented air. She recöived hiih haughtily, 
but it was unobserved, — ^Iie threw hirnseif 
on a sofa, but raising his eyes to her face, 
itvhich, from the satisfaötion of her mind, 

looked 
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looked uricommonly animated and beautiful, 
his discontent gave way to love and admi- 
ration. — " My dearest Eleanora ! when 
shall /we set ofF for Bologna? I am im- 
patient to be gone, De Preux will aettle 
every thing necessary. — Säy, shall we go 
to-moiTow or neiCt day ?—-My dearest angel, 

name your time." 

* . ■ • 

With an air of the most perfect npn- 

chalence, she coldly withdrew her hand. — 

' " I have^ within these tvvo hours, deter- 

mined on a difFerefit plan. I am sensible, 

Mr. Douglas, your fortune is not adequate 

to these sort ' of excuföions, and we have 

played the fool' together long enough ;-^iu 

short Our acquaintance, ends this day. — I 

have accepted the protection of a noble- 

man^ whose handsome settlement and ini- 

mense fortune is proportioned to my ex- 

.pectations. I wish you success in a more 

agreeable engagement." 

voL* II. N She 



N 
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She rose^ left the room^ kisalng/her hantt 
with a smiling countenance ;— tand presently - 
a. servant entered^ — ^^ My lady is csigagedy 
sir^ atid requeste you will not \mit/* 

. It has been observ^d that Dou^» hada 
great deal of pride and paiskm in hk» com«' 
Position which he inherited from lus mo^ 
ther ; he was also passionately fond of this 
abandoned woman. 

Astonished^ petrified^ and stSruck dumb^ 
by the beginning of her address^ he* had 
sufFered her to prooeed^ and to quit the 
room, withoüt the power of articulating 
a sentence;-^but the messege deUver^ by 
the servant with an air of insolence^ rou^ed* 
evöy feeling to a d€gree crf madness;— «He' 
Started up, kicked the manont of the 
room^ and with a small cane^ in the twink- 
üng of an eye^ demolished a cabinet of most 
curiou? china^ and broke three süperb 
glasses into fritters. 

The 



The screams of the man, and the nofise^ 
iBäde by the glittering fragmetits, brought 
upa number of domestics, who seemed in^ 
clmed to lay hold of him ; but uttering tlie 
itiost violett execratioils and ciirses on tlie 
fatse Heatiora, brandishing kfö cane in a 
threatening attitude over tlielr heads, thej- 
^ all shrank fröm his frantic rage, and suf- 
fered him to leave the house withovit a 
Single Word, or efFort to detain him» 

In a State c?f distraction he flew liome| 
rüshed by the servant who admitted him 
into his apartment, where'he found histwo 
Italians and De Preux in deep conversation^ 
eXpecting nothing less than his return. — 
They started on seeing his disordered air, 
and his rage, no longer restrained within 
bounds on seeing those persons who had 
introdaced him to the faithless Eleanora. 

" What amends/' äsked he fiercely, 
** can you niake me for the entire destvuc- 

N2 tion 
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tion of my happiness ;— -ätid overwhelming 
me Avith d^bts to gratify a base, ungrateful 
vile wQinan ? That avaricious wretch ! but 
by Heavens Fll be revenged; — ^I will set 
fire to her house, destroy her, and murder 
you and myself. — Oh, that I had her here, 
to tear her false, destructive, beautiful 
form to pieces." 

This last idea, overcame him ; — he sank« 
on the floor, sufFoeated by passion, and 
writhed in strong convulsions. Surprise 
and amazement , had seized upon the plot- 
tiiig trio, who were totally unacquainted 
with Eleanora's defectipn, and in no shape 
could account for this paioxysm of rage 
and despair. 

Tlie house was presently alanned, and 
Lewis summoned from a very interesting 
tete-a-tete with Caroline, to assist his vm- 
happy companion. He was conveyed to 
bed, and a niedical gentleman sent for, who 

gave 
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. gave it as his opinion that a great oppression 
©n his heart rendered his case e:50:remely 
dangerous ;-^but as this oppression- must 
very soon terminate oneway ortheother, 
it woald be useless to alarm the gentle- 
man's friends at present, until the crisis 
was over. 

Lewis was sho^ked and deeply afflicted; 
no one could account forthis snddfen dis- 
forden, arid thoge who had their susjncipns 
'wisely concealed them'. ' Underä pfetence 
of procuring further advice; the'Count 
stqle ofF to the house of Eleänora. He 
was denied admission ; for itftoxicated by her 
-sudden elevation, and preparing to exhitrt 
herseif with wondehful eclat and brilliancy, 
she had determined to drop her acquaint- 
ance with those sharpers^ who were no lon- 
ger necessary tp carry on her Scheines. 

So little dependence is tliere ön ^he 
, friendship of wicked associates, when in- 

N3 terest 
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tcrest ceases to bind them together id 
the lii^ of vice. She had foreseen the ragi^ 
of her .disc^ded lover^ who might ^employ 
one of ifk companions to call on her, ^nd 
>he had- givea her s^rv^ts their lessoi^ 

When the Count asked for his-b^, thß 
man replied, ** She had been terrified out 
of the house by the sudden Qia4Q«e9S of 
the Eoglish my J^ord^ who fa^d vi^^fintly^ 
abused their lady, — ^broke ^ ^e iK>^ 
glas^ies, beat her cabinet of beauti^ (äüV9ß 
to pieces^ — and driven h^ to fly M> jft* 
house of a friend for two pr three days. 
And had left wocd that if theCouqt vali;^ 
^is life, he should instantly drop acqviaiQ,t^ 
ance with that mad English boy.*' 



Tbis Strange relatiön made tlie oS^ * 
raore inexplicable to the Count, ajid 1:0m- -^ 
peUed him to ret«m with this unsatisfac- 
tory account to his assopiates. "The conr 
vulsions h^d left Douglas^ but .a br^in fever 
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was the eonsequence, in which he raved 
iiiGes89nt]y on the &lse^ k>vdy/ perßdious, 
de^r^ divine Eleanora.; Unjliil nature ex- 
luoialed, he lay 66V€räl days speechle^, aTiÜ 
bonie down t^y theviölence of hisdisorder. 

'JDurii^ tb]S'{)Qri€)d> the triumphant cau^e 

^f'hb misery was Seen publicly under the 

protection of the Austrian Count; bla^n^ 

'in jewds, and all the parapheraalia of dress 

and equipage. Hie Itaüans were^at no 

I066 now for the «pring that had caus^d 

rll this tumüH and distress, and not U 

.titttk exasperated against E^^anora whcr 

disdained to notice them^ or even re* 

cognize their persons^ when they made 

thetr humble bows to her elevated Station. 

fiut ßhe was above their reproach, 
Dxwentment^ or revenge, and very soon left 
Rorence^ to* shine in other countrie? 
gloriousbf infamous. 

N4 When: 
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' When the viol^nce of tfae fever abated, 
and reason pnce more resumj^ her powers^ 
r>ougIas feebly enquired ^fc»" Lewis; he was 
sittixig behind the curtain heavüy afflicted. 
On hearing his name pronouik^ed, he darted 
forward and pressed the hand that lay on 
the clotbes. '^ Here, my d^ar Douglas^ is 
3fOur Lewis^ Heaven be praised that you 
can once more call on him !" 

^ I feel very weak and. ill," retumed 
pouglas^ "don'tleaveme.** "Leaveyou,** 
exclaiiped Lewis, " I |iave nßver. qyit|;ed 
your bed-side, for ten minutes, but once, 
. since you were taken ill ; would to Heaven 
I had jnever, never left you;. Oh, if that 
hewr Lcould be recaUed ! But 1 rave— ihy 
dear Douglas, my prayers are i>Qt ütterljr 
rejected ; you live, what a consolation is 
that ! " Tears dropped . from his ey es, and 
he covcred his face. . . 



> r 
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The entrance of the physician caused hiin 
to stmggle for composure, and the almosfe 
sudden change in the disorder of his patient, 
led the doctor to conclude those tears were 
the ebuUitions of joy ; having witaessed the 
uncommon attention, and deep concem 
this young man had shewn through the 
whole progress^ o^ his friendV illness. He 
therefore congratulated Lewis oh the fayoür- 
able change^ and 'bid him lake carc of his 
own heahh, which he feared must siifFer 
from his constant watching, and very close 
confinernent. , 

" Watdiing !'\. Said Douglas. '' Yes," 
retumfed the physician, ^^ in spite of all re- 
monstrances, this young man has nevcr 
quitted^your bed for eight days aiul nights- 
' '^ jOh yes,'* exclaimed I^wis, " one da}v^ * 
one fatal day !" The. physician looked 
surprised at this sally, ^bat. rejoined^ *^hc' 
has never been in any bed, or left yöo ar* 
hour, 1 believe, and your recovery must m 
. ■. • • N'5. a 
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^ grei^ joaeasiue be attrSiuted .to bk un- 
atkutioa and atl 



«•J)tfliri,{W-:l«' > <,•:§. '^:!II(^' Mr.r^Ddl»'! 
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Dou^bs attanpted to ^peak, but bis 
were too much for his weak 
feunetoapie». The doctor »quested 
he would be dent, adding, ^^ Undm* God^ 
I hope we shaU soon Jbring joa about 
again; bat bevery ccMiipofled^ usenoejL- 
crtion, sor force yourself to speak <m any 
* aocount/* 

Having ordered what was necessary, as 
he quitted the apartment^ he started and 
st<^)ped/ lookaig earnestly on Lewis^ ^^ I 
foar you are ifl?** " No/' replied Lewis, 
'-* J have no bodily complaiiits." " Th^i 
I c&treat you fo go to your Chamber, and 
' get some reet; see, yoor friead has fallen 
into a dose, you^may safely leave bim with 
the nurae. Come, I insist upon your going 
to bed^ and will see you to your roooi.'* 

Withoul 
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Without tnaking ^ny reply, Lcwisn rose 
and weilt qiiietly to his Apartment,, wheir 
calling a servant to assist him^ the good 
man left him ior the present, resölving to 
call ag^ in a few hours, as he really ap- 
prehended he wouM be seriouäly ill.. ^ 

Poor Lewis was indeed ifl^— he endured* 
the most excruciating of all pams^ the least; 
supportabte of all disorders — his were men- 
tel,. thehotrors of remarse; of ^ humatr 
31 the Hiost bitter^ the most wounding to 
a feeling heart. We must now go a little 
back^, to trace the cause tbat had over- 
whdtned our unhappy peasant with a dis* 
burbance/of mmd no words can. descnbe. ^ 

It has been* mentioned that tbe eom- 
tagious tendemess of the actless Caroline 
had. caused sensations- in ^e breast of 
Lewis, that had produced- an appearanee of 
a reciprosity of feeling; but in fact, tho* 
he admired imdloved.this unfiKtunate^irl, 
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it was more the 4elusion of his seni 

the ^fRisions of gratitude and coaxpa$9S!^'v'. 

than a heart-felt affection, founded J^t 4 

• ,1t. '^Wf*' / 

a real attachment and e^eenx. ButTIfvx.' 

frota all duplicity, not once dreaming-^ \ 

• 

the danger. that awaited him, he had re- 
peated his o\^ti story to Caroline, to shew 
her what a poor insulated being he was, 
imder the idea that it would check thataf- 
fectionate preference fqr him she could 
not disguise, as it was^ most probable he 
should^spon leave his Situation^ and quit 
the country^ / 

She heard him with sprrow, but ^iie.di4 
not despair, for the base, artfui ^De Preüx 
took every opportunity to assure her, that 
Lewis dqated upon her, but knowing his 
inability to providp for h§r, .,jvas ,alij>e§^f 
breaking his heart,,between affection and 
lionour. ^^ Now,'* said the;Jnöidipus fel- 
lovv, *^ he is too scnipulous; with his abi- 
litie^ he niight gain a veiy decent coinpe- 

tence 
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tence in this city, and be a proteetor to 
you and your mother. Mc^ Dofuglas would 
recommend him to bis ,countrynien who^ 
come her 6 — the Cotant . and Seignor Mas- 
sjni would da their utmost to serve him. 
I See you loye him, ^my sweet girl, and he 
is no less attdched ]tB : yov, 'tis bis pride 
that rpakes^ him bang hack, b^cause he 
can't prpvide for you^ tjiis he has confesßed 
to me,i but take np notice <rf wh^t I teil 
you— re4ouble your ,tei:?dqmes§, sppth hira 
into^ove^ and 4^e .will be c& his^uard, and 
in an hour of fondness oiFer you bis band ; 
tben he cannot retveat, and all shall be 

' settled to yovir |paiUual}Satisfaction.' '. , .; 

. • ' . '» 

The -credulous, too t^nder girl, belieyed 
impücitly every, w(>rd>. thjs unworthy'man 
uttered; and the v$ry; cjay ^tbfit .Douglas 
retumed }ipme,ha^ i^i^f^jß ,tbe hou^ of 
Eleanora, they were sittipg , in ,a<. ^ little ar,-* 
bpur at the bottom of the jgarden — ^GaiX)-^ 
liiie iipplorijog hyn to remain in . FlprenoCj, 

avowing 
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avowing ehe «ihoüld be miserable if he went 
away, and by die most ardesd^ ionocently 
mtended foRdaeas, cansed no small^ eimo* 
tions iR the bocom 4^ Lewk^ whoee gm-- 
titude,. and; natondiy affectionate heart^- 
made htm tenderiy ^^axess «id thaok her 
Ibr ber eolicitude and 'kiudness. In fhis 
seducive moment he was called away to 
Doughs^. witiioiit even: ipprehafiding b» 
danger;; and the dtlsad&L <l]6ord6r ämt 
tazed on that youth, enCirely engrossedii 
cvery ^ii^t^ and ^every momeBft <if bb 
time. : . 



He hadfic»t^^t eadd^^ aeen 
for fouror jfive days, when the delirium 
havttig ceased, tibo* his recovery was ex-^ 
tramely doubtfdi; Xewis^ one nnfortonate' 
wenii^gj w* pi^vailed iipon, %y Dfe Fneux^ 
^1^ took biß Station by Äie side of <fee bedy. 
f<> leav€t poor Dov^las^ ^and toke a tum in- 
th€ garden. Jt was very rductantly Öiat he 
jüelded to the p^ssing lentreaties of jEle 
•/> Pxeux. 

f 



Freu^^ who urged the absolut^ necessity of ^ 
air^ to keep ttp bis strength and spirit^ 
during his pamful attendwce on his friend^ 
which^was not yetUkely to termiaate.— ► 
Veiy uowiBingly he Idfl the room mid 
stroUed towards the arbour whidbi was sur-- 
Eovuided by beautiM shrabs^ and separated 
from the g^den by a miall murmuriog ri« 
vulet, over i?v^ch was thrown^a neat ^ine&e 
bridge c^ cme arch*. 

To this spul-soothing sipot he directed 
}m steps^ Atfid ecvtering the asbour^ behdd - 
in pne comer, leaning her head against a 
net-work of woodbines^ the lovely Cw^voß, 
bitterly weeping. His beart softened,-r- 
bis spints depres^ed^ — -^nd his fedii^ in 
uiiison with her's^ sad and tender^ — h^ 
hastened to console her ;, and witib looks 
and words of the kindest Import, enqniredi 
the cause of her distress. /* 'Tis you/*" 
Said die^ weeping more violently, ^^ yoa 
have förgot me, you never even spoke when 

we 
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we havc met, but fly from me to the sick 
Chamber. — ^Ah! you know not what / 
snffer^ and how often I have wished to be 
iH, if you would so attend me as you do 
MV. Douglas; — ^yes^ I could die, if sure 
that you would sit by me stnd close my 
eyes, for I enjoy no comfoit in this life.-— 
My mother iß harsh and severe, — I am 
fktigüed every night when I go to bed, and 
rise sorrowful in' the morning. — My bro- 
ther has enough Tor his own support, but 
can do nothing for me but give me good 
advice. I am sure I know no ifl, or widi 
härm to any human being ; but L am very 
miserable ''myself, and you, Mr.- Lewis, 
make me still more unhappy, I arp sure 
you are ofFended with me.'* Again she 
wept aloud. — Dangerous moments ! — 
Lewis, distressed and agitated, dasped her 
to his bosom, and besought her to take 
comfort, that he was not, he could not be 
displeased xviik her; — on the coatrary, 

that 



' that hje: v^ igräteiful' for her kmdness, änd 
: feit the tenderest ^ard for her. 

• - • » 

/fhe love^ck ' transported giii forgot 
herseif, and every thing respectable, in that 
moment of joyV !a deKriüm stole over her 
senses^ in the hope he was now going to 

, öfFei* her Bis hand^ ätid m coftsfequence of 
the peniicioöS advice of De Ppelix, and ip- 
dulging the ^ delösive wishes . of her heart, 

•twithoütöne vicious ithöught^' without any 
premeditited girihr>^ eWHer side, the poör 
unhäppy Caroline feil a victini to hertoo 
great sensibility, her töo' sanguine hopes, 
that plünged her into shame and bitter ^ 
repentance^-r-and brought on Lewis etemal ■. 
remorse and unspeakable sorrow. No lan- 
guage can describe the feelings of t\^o 
unfortunates, who gave themselves up to 
anguish an4 despair-^^-Caroline was the 
child öf nature^-^yoüng, : innocent, artless, 
and «unddocated,— ^hfe lovedvirtue, but slie 
had not been tauj^ di$otidtioii,-^^rid the 
:. neglect 



n^lect öf her notj^r^ th&^sus^täiltty of 
her heart,.ibß arts of I^iRaiXi the .tiinc> 
place^ and circum^tances^ all conspired ta 
fremder poor jCäsroUiie misetuMejttid iswlonec 



Tbfi^ bsd not ireDafled rthetr asatteract 
fiieiiaeä^-^HQwoUfie ims bath^ jin-tes^j, her 
h^iidl^v^lH^ ^^hvo(«m overiierfaee^ l^futis^ 
Standing hfilflmg one xtf her >flteiigdi«g 

De iBmiK afid Jho: rbiDtb^ 
[be&celthßni.i~SÖie latter j^etizBd Ae :arm ^f 
J>vm> ^^ ¥txu hanreiwirad: «sc siater^ viK^ 
.lain 1-1— tius ioataot propike tf>irepair';hfr 
iflhaixie^ itQ ;many be0> or she «ahall lentecia 

jtf biß .^^r ^^ Spare ^your rq>nQ!adti!Ss lad 
ihreata, l^jdooe ^m tc^ 'blame^ :and)a»oan-^ 
y.ent 18 all ( widd >for ismce dow üwn hu- 
WQrtJx^^ {fatfbfra^^'^-^aB^ i ram.ia »fe> bad 
-' , cmture^. 



f 

cr^ature^ he ciaouot love jeae, and to be ret- 
moved^froin the world 13 jaU I desire." 

Th^ yoimg maQ^ frantic Moth passion, 
' uttered tiie .vileat ''abuoe iq^ainal: her^-^the 
severeat menaces againatXie^. .Caroline 
-Samiedi :and whüe De £r0ux^ with tbe 
;i»alice,:and:pl9a^i^.af ^ fiend^ ran:to pron 
eure :help^ iLewiB, *su^!^)Qftisig *äiß .uohappy 
girl, Said, — ^* Not out of cbnsideration for 
cni3i$eK> ror dt»^ of yoiir :fevenge» .4ait in 
.tender «jn^srd to tbis .dear gid» I j^ledge 
jiny^^ to i^ft^y.her} .iKith my whe^i^eaRt 
.#iui soul i viFiU ewlcavcmr tp M^^tre Aer 
|Kac€t, and msk^ her n^MftfQ^ tf Jte »s31 
Mcept oSf me as n iioäi^iid.'* . 

Ulis aasurance t^ndcd n littte )to i^m 
rthe .r^ge oi ithe bi^cH^erj th«ugh Jte etiO 
bitterly repfOAcfa^d bifttt When EtePiseux 
sstme hsu^ mth .two .w»iqo^ the unfortu-^ 
nate .QffoUne> «»rcdy :fetuaied to her 
aeiui^; was.conyeyed ioto the hpuae; Lewis 

kissed 



I 
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kisaed her hand^ ^^ Take comfort,^* he 
whispered, *^ I am, I will he your hus- 
band/' Ulis assurance her brother Fro- 
sini drew him to repeat before De Prwx, 
and he solemnly protested, when Douglas 
was pronouhced ott( of danger, the marriage 
should take plate. .The foUowing mom- 
ing Caroliixe^was removed from the house^ 
until the ceremony. could be performed. 

The truly wretched Lewis returned to 
the bedside of his friend^ whom he bitterly 
repdited hanng left ; and on a retrospect 
of the two last hours, wished He had been 
annihilated, or never been bom. '^ I haVe 
undone a truly innocent tendergirl, I feel 
tliat I .am a guilty, despicable wretch ; I 
have prcMiiised to marry her, / will marry 
Aer, and yet^y I do not love her as I ou^ht 
— ^I cannot behold her. as dear to my heart, 
as my preferable chdice ; and yet, honour, 
compassion, and justice, demand that I 
shovdd make her my wife, and restore Jier 

peace. 
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peace, What a weak, unworthy wretch 
am I becomer* cried he, in an agony, 
^' already plunged into vice and self-re- 
proach.-— Oh, Father Francis, why would 
you throw me on the world ! — how litde 
did you know me when you trusted to my 
discretion änd mtegrity. — ^I have forfeited 
both, and to recover myself, mu^t bellest 
teevery foture hope of justifying your par- 
tiality, your hope of my suocess in life.: — 
How, indeed, am I to live at all, how Sup- 
port a wife? — Distraction will seize my 
brain, I fear — terrible thought !- — ^Oh, how 
welcome were death — but, then poor 
Caroline!" 

• Hermine rose to his view, her last words, 
" the line of rectitude which seemed tp be 
the ruling feature in bis charactet.'* — 
" Höw have I disgraced her judgment, 
and forfeited her good opinion! — She will 
enquire, she will hear I have imprudently 
married, stopped short from a possibility of 

eve?y • 
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every advanccraewt in life-^die must not^ 
sliall not know the circumstahoes that impd 
nie to marry-^and I shaU, pass with her 
as a gidiy^ impmdent young man, un« 
worthy of her regard or ifuture notice!— 
And all this nlisery is the workof one fatal 
hour> the consequence of my folly and va*- 
mty," when I ought to have avdded the 
unhappy giri^ and been decidea in my 
cxmduct." 

In these, and a thousand of such like 
painful self-upbraiduigs, did Lewis pass the 
cheeirless höiM by the bedside of Doi]^as> 
till^ sorrow^ regret^ and fadgue had wdm 
him to a shadow ; a slow fever undermined 
his constitxrtion) and the physician was * 
wdl justified in sapposing him^ to be very 
ill. The first motn^^t of comfort, was 
when Douglas ^päke; and the little ex- 
pected- chadge hi him gave a> temporary 
rdief to the distress of his mind^ and m«- 

duced 






.» 
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tluced him to obey -the physicians and re- 
lire to'bed* 

t 

Nature^ exhausted 1)y what he had en- 
^ured both in mind attid body, soon sunk 
into repose, and he enjoyed six Jiours of 
refireshing sleep, which astonishingly re- 
lievedf him from ihe Stupor that had 
alarmed the doctor. Bat the invigorating 
powers of sleep, though it refireshed his 
body^ could not remove the anguish of his 
mind-— be remembered but too acutely, 
that weh things had been, and that such 
things must be; and if the convalescence 
o£ Mr. Douglas ^*as pronounced^ he- 
should be called upon for the Performance 
of bis en^gement. With an oppressed 
heart^ and dfaggittg fbet^ hte' rMumed to 
the Chamber of the invalid^ on whom rest 
iiad. had the same beneficial efFects to a 
superior degree, for he could speak arti- 
culatelyj» and move his hands. 

X 
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